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I ntroduction

What is the Spirit in Life?

Spirituality is related to other life or moksha, not
to Prosperity. The idea that Spirit can play a role
inlifeand bringin Prosperityisalien toour tradition,
Indian or Hindu. People in domestic life are wary
of yoga, Spirit, etc., as they smack of sannyasa. This
is meticulously shunned and children are taught
accordingly. They are right.

A family in 1934 had a thousand acres of lands
in seven villages and the six brothers of the family
occupied the entire main street of the village. Suddenly
they found an ochre clad samiyar in their house.
They were glad of hisvisit and all of them paid their
respects to the saint. He showed an inclination to
stay there at night. Everyonefelt asif they had received
an electric shock.

Each of the brothers, under the impression that
the sannyasi had been invited there by one of the
other brothers, exercised a self-restraint of an
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extraordinary kind and kept quiet. The sannyasi stayed
there that night to the utter dismay of everyone. And
he stayed on for thirty days. Finally, it came to light
that he had not been invited by anyone. He left the
house. It is our true belief that if a sannyasi staysin
a house overnight, that family will be ruined. This
family soon lost their all. Our traditional belief is
valid.

Our being — the embodied being — has a body, a
life (vital), a mind and a Spirit. This is one of the
four parts of our being which when released from
its embodiment by tapas seeks moksha. This is the
Spirit which shuns life and is therefore inimical to
householders.

The Upanishads have declared, ‘ Sarvam Brahman’
— all is Brahman. So our bodies, lives and minds,
too are Brahman or Spirit. Our Spirit is known as
Jivatma, the Sakshi Purusha. It has its parts in each
of our parts. Thus our minds, lives and bodies too
have a Spirit, Purusha. They are called respectively
Manomaya Purusha, Pranamaya Purusha and
Annamaya Purusha. These too share the characteristic
of the Jivatma. All of them are immutable, changeless.

viii

ThereisPrakriti. Shetoo hasasoul, Spirit or Purusha.
It is the evolving Purusha, called the Psychic Being.
It carries the essence of the experiences of Prakriti.
That too has its representatives in our different parts.
They are called mental psychic, vital psychic, and
physical psychic.

Our tradition knew of the Psychic Being but never
considered it as an evolving being. The evolving
psychic being is the Spirit | speak of. It is this | ask
to be evoked. As the mind is more powerful than
the body, Spirit is more powerful than the mind. This
is a benevolent Spirit which enriches the mind or
life or body. This isanew concept in yoga, introduced
by Sri Aurobindo. At the end of the following hundred
articles as an appendix there is an article “How to
Invoke the Spirit”, where the method of invocation
is described in detail. It is this Spirit that

& can overcome karma;
% respond readily to one's deep call;

& solve your daily problems;



& give an Inner Fullness that is richly Spiritual;
and

% make life on earth one of marvel.

In the New Indian Express column | am raising
various aspects of this Spirit briefly with examples
of devotees' experiences. The entire theory of karma
or even punctuality cannot be discussed there. Readers
write to me raising several questions that need longer
treatment. | refer them to the original sources giving
in my brief reply the essence of the originals.

Inthe Express articles | confine myself to the issues
of daily life that can be readily solved by the Power
of the Spirit. | rarely speak of availing of the
opportunities the Spirit brings the readers because
of the Invocation.

Pondicherry
20.3.2003 Karmayogi
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1. The Nation’s Growing Wealth is
Personal Prosperity

A rich nation has rich citizens. People become rich
not by being dependent on others, or the family or even
their organisation. Hewho leads others, headsthe family,
or provesinnovative in the organisation makes himself
successful and rich. A nation thus becomeswealthy. Such
people are called entrepreneurs. What are the
characteristics of an entrepreneur? In short, one who
does not conform to the social codesisan entrepreneur.
Canwemakeit moreexplicit? Let usdivide the population
into two parts, leaders and followers. Our subject here
isthe leaders.

A nation becomeswealthy, rich, prosperous and famous
by those who are willing to die happily for her, to give
their all, who do not calculate or think of the future
only, who never count their chickens, who HAVE in
their hearts the glory of Mother India. Are you one of
these? Are you willing to throw away your job and walk
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naked in the street? In 1920 Gandhiji asked people to
|eave the British schools, British courts, British offices.
Many followed him. Some became glorious|eaders; others
became volunteers. Even after Freedom, they remained
poor volunteers. That was before 1956, before the descent
of the Force. | invite you to throw away alucrative bank
job and start an industry. If you are an entrepreneur, |
assureyou your severa thousand rupees salary will become
several thousand crores of business.

At least one person listened to me, opposed hisfamily,
resigned a government job, and did what | asked him.
Today he has as many crores as he was earning in
rupeesassalary. Heisatirelessworker, hasnever deserted
afriend, and not for one moment wavered in hisloyalty
to hisduty. Heis atop industrialist in the country. He
started an unconventional energy project, introduced the
latest agriculture technology, and sponsored ways of
life that will inspire youngsters. He was betrayed by
almost everyone. He had the Great Good Sense to say,
“What they do is up to them. Let me do what is right
and good”’. He knows how to face every difficulty.
Even hismost virulent enemy was forced to change
hisattitudetowardshim. Heisan entrepreneur. India
needs NOT salaried employees. India needs patriotic
leaders. Everyoneisaleader. Will you lead the |eaders?
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2. The Role of Education in
Per sonality-building

What is generally considered in general knowledge
is Information. Information depends upon memory.
Ideas are superior to information. It issaid children will
understand ideas only after the age of 14. Mother says
sometimesthey do so even after theage of 7. If information
develops memory, ideas devel op Thinking. Beyond these
two liesthe Personality of the child. Anold Tamil proverb
says a litre, even when dipped in the sea, can contain
only alitre, not more. How much one receives does
not depend upon the amount given but the quantity
one can contain and retain.

Modern schools are becoming nationally famous for
the attainments of their children. Such attainments are
information and ideas. The personality of the child grows,
if it grows, by itself, not by any effort of the school.
Thegrowth of thechild’ sPer sonality isSNOT aconscious
aim of any school anywherein the world, nor isthe
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world conscious of such a phenomenon. In my view,
all good schools can successfully try this.

What then isthis mysterious element of Personality?
It is not an endowment like intelligence of the mind or
askill of the body. It isthe endowment of the entire
Being, still not fully formed, but ready to take shape
when it ischallenged by a situation character cannot
handle. A carpenter acquires physical skill. It is
remembered by the PHY SICAL memory. Mind memorises
formulas. Neither is knowledge; both are skills. Deep
ploughing takesthe roots down, preserves moisture, gives
a great yield. This is not merely information, but an
idea based on information. The Westerner discovered
that pleasing the customer increases business. Though
selfish, it is another man’s point of view, a spiritual
idea, as the Spirit considers the other man'’s profit as
one’'s own welfare. What acquires this value is NOT
manners, behaviour or even character. It isthe Personality
of MAN which new-creates and expands endlessly.

Can schools create this Personality and develop it?
Here thereis a selfish personality, selfless personality,
social personality, psychological personality and finally
Spiritual Personality. To create a graded scheme or
syllabus to develop these levels of personality is not a
difficult task. The teaching community should realise
the TRUTH of these values. The crown isthe Spiritual
Personality that creates the GENIUS. As the mass of
people do not believe in this possibility, this subject
remains unexplored.
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3. Advanced Stage of Cancer

Modern medicines cure almost all diseasesthat were
not amenable to treatment in 1900. That isthe result
of study, research, classification, systematisation,
observation, observation of relationships, creation
of scalesand appropriate new instruments. Still there
are several diseasesthat defy treatment. One of themis
cancer. Thereweretwo girls, one employed in acollege
and the other in a hospital. As soon as the father was
diagnosed as suffering from cancer, he was admitted in
the hospital and was operated upon. The doctors found
it was at an advanced stage. They called it secondary
growth. As the daughter was a hospital employee, the
doctors called her and explained how the disease had
reached a stage beyond redemption. Except the patient
who was unaware of the real situation, the whole family
wasin agloom.

The elder daughter was teaching physicsin the local
college. She had heard of The Mother. She never lost
hope. In spite of her higher education, she could not
bring herself to believe the doctor’s under standing
wasfinal. Sheshifted to prayer. Therewas an unexpected
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turn of improvement in the patient’s condition. There
followed gradual improvement. Over time, hewasfully
cured and returned to normal life. Neither the family,
nor the doctors could comprehend what had happened.
No longer was he a patient. He was a normal healthy
person.

Man does not merely exist. Helives. Hislifeinvolves
hundreds of activities. He acts. Many of his actions
proceed smoothly. Sometimesall. Occasionally, some
itemsfail. Man isnot deterred by it. He continuesto
act. There are two great wonders in human life. Oneis
if man isendowed with great good fortune, after awhile
heforgetsit or takesit for granted. When he meetswith
amisfortune, heis depressed for some time and takes it
for granted as part of life. Thisfamily was no exception.

When a good thing happens, unless we continue to
grow, life has away of drawing upon the energy from
another area and supporting this good thing. Man is
indifferent, clever, selfish, and stingy. | once spoke of a
man to whom we showed the possibility of 12 crores of
profitin acompany that was making two crores of profits.
Hewas wise enough to see our insight, refused to employ
us and discovered in ten years double the 12 crores of
profit. He thought he was very clever. | would call him
short-sighted. He achieved this phenomenal growth at
the expense of his other eight establishments. When this
one unit rose phenomenally, all the other units began to
fail alittle. Had he engaged us, he would have raised
all the nine establishments.
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4. Perfection of Magnificent Idealism

It was a privately funded university, founded by an
uneducated wealthy man on financially sound lines. The
founder was not making a profit out of it. It was not
like acentre of academic learning but a huge collection
of rural youth seeking degrees. One offshoot of this
unacademic adventur e was that the place became a
leader of the Freedom Movement of youth. A national
luminary was appointed Vice-Chancellor of the place
to raiseits status. In its 50 years of existence, he found
out that the university produced afew PhDs. On enquiry
he was told that the most brilliant young men there had
no reading habits. Anidealistic young man of great courage
and vision joined there as the junior-most member. He
wasintroduced to a student who wasapolitical volunteer.

The student suggested to the teacher that they could
together reform the place into a true academic centre.
The university had no graduate constituency. In one
year their combined efforts created that constituency,
had this young teacher elected to the Board of Studies,
Academic Council, to the Senate with 12 of hissupporters,
and to the Syndicate. On top of all this, the teacher
persuaded alocal Congress politician, aclose friend of
the Education Minister, to get elected to the Board of
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Selection. Their efforts led to the constitution of a
high-power Committee to remove the uneducated
founder and replace him by an educationist. This
affectionate, magnanimous, broadminded teacher, owing
to hislow social origin had amarked streak of meanness
that valued ONLY socidl status. Astheruleof lifeinsists,
he exhibited it towards his student colleague who was
theinspirer, architect and moving soul of thisvenerable
transformation of the university, all within one year.

Theteacher lost hisjob, became aprofessor inacollege
where his classmate was the Principal. The teacher lost
all his eminent positions when the university authorities
raised theflag of fight. Tired of thisrelentless opposition
of 12 determined young men, the university offered a
seat on the Syndicate to their representative. That was
the moment when the young student was seeking a
difficult admission. The streak of meanness of this
idealist Professor was on its shrewd guard and he
defensively asked the student, “What are you going to
do for your admission?’ The sensitivity of the student
made him refrain from asking for a favour, knowing
full well the Principal of that college wasaclose friend
of the teacher. As life always acts, the Principal of his
own college, who was indirectly slightly related to the
student, volunteered and got him the admission. The
12 years of idealist work done by the teacher, the risk
he took in hisjob and life were magnificent. When the
management offered a seat in the Syndicate, by the law
of life, it went to the dummy Principal instead of the
idealist professor, as one streak of meanness can cancel
amountain of idealistic sacrifice.
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5. The Power of theWord

A lady moved to Pondicherry from Keralaand rented
ahouse. Closeto her office, an apartment complex arose.
She had no idea of shifting in view of various problems.
A young man was constantly speaking, “ Thiscomplex
iscoming up for you. It isGod’s Grace. Don't raise
all your normal questions. Book an apartment here.”
All those around him knew the young man’ simpractical
propensities and saw multiple problems in the move,
so it was taken as the Wisdom of the unwise. Sometime
later she rented an apartment in that complex, somewhat
compelled by circumstances. In the next few years,
shebought theapartment. That isthe POWER of the
word untinged by mental formations. Some people have
noticed that several statements of that young man have
come true in one fashion or another.

A young boy was staying in afriend’ s house studying
with absolutely no hope of passing SSLC. The friend,

as a refrain, used to say, “ | wish you become an
industrialist.” It passed for a joke. Today he is one of
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the leading industrialists of the country, the leader in
his sector. The reader can recall dozens of such
experiences. Words are powerful in the extreme, asit
is one word that created the whole universe. When we
speak or think or feel, it isimportant we speak or think
good thoughts, speak excellent words that will please
the hearer.

A man became bankrupt. Luck or Mother smiled on
him, his fortunesturned, all his problems were solved,
and he became as affluent as he had been. All that happened
through so many circumstances, but he got no job, no
income. Therefore, sometime he became the object of
ridicule by unfavourable characters. When asked ‘ what
is he doing now? a perverse man in a jocular mood
took joy in replying, “Oh, heis being a husband!” The
victim was mortally offended. Two years passed. The
man who made that caustic comment lost his job and
began living on his wife’'s income. Of course, fortune
smiled on him, hisposition too was revived for the better,
but hisORIGINAL job wasNOT restored. Words spoken
by mistake gave Kumbhakarnan eternal deep. Theintention
of Lord Krishna made Kuchela Kubera. One who was
incapable of being a volunteer in a municipal election
wastold by akind friend, | wish you becomethe Municipal
Chairman.” The other man took offence, felt fooled,
protested, and shouted. Y ear slater, theprotestor became
a Municipal Council Member when an ad hoc
committee was formed.

11
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6. Personality of an Act

Therewasadull boy inarich house. Hewas enamoured
of an employment. In alocal school he was employed
as an attendant in the laboratory. Being a wealthy boy,
he had access to every big officer and every VIP of the
town. Hewas not inclined to work. L ater rules changed,
he became aclerk, known as awriter of the school. The
headmaster, the office and others had several jobsto be
done in the many local offices. These jobs used to be
pending for months for want of access to the chief of
the office. Thisboy had an easy accessto all of them.
Hecould approach thelocal R.D.O on friendly terms,
as he was a member of the tennis club where this
boy was a star. His son was a moron. Teachers passed
him year after year. When he cameto SSL C, many took
agreat interest in the boy unsolicited. It was a miracle
he passed. He moved to the district headquarters. The
same phenomenon repeated. This boy who could not
pass 8th standard took a degree on the strength of the
intense interest of so many kindly professors who were
the beneficiaries of hisfather’s benevolence.

12
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Thisis a simple phenomenon. But behind it lies
thespiritual principleof attention. Attentionisspiritual.
Pay attention to a book, a pencil, atumbler, any object
or anything. It pays it back to you with double vigour,
even without your soliciting it. That is the power of
attention. Attention maturesinto affection, which isthe
lower form of love. Loveisthe mental aspect of BLISS,
apart of Sachchidananda. It isNOT known in life that
what you have paid attention to failed to return it with
gratitude. Spiritual attention continuesto grow even after
one stops it. Someone tried to teach some knowledge
and alittle English to another person. Life parted them.
Y ears after when they met, it was discovered that the
feeble initial effort, taken with serious kindly interest
only for afew months, had led the other person to take
one degree after another. It gave him degreesin succession.
Attention is great. Spiritual attention is not only great,
but is capable of growing on its own like a plant that
has struck roots deep in the soil. Someone had a habit
of helping whoever came to him with whatever help he
needed, whether it was his duty or not. Later in life,
every half arupeehespent unsolicited cameback to
him ashalf alakh of rupees. Onceor twiceit became
half a crore of rupees.

13
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7. Invocation of Spirit

For over ayear | have been writing in this column
about invoking the Spirit. But every letter | receive asks
how to invoke the Spirit. | wrotealong articleon it and
sent it to the questioners. Many caught theidea. Many
more are still in doubt. When you want to go to the
post office, youwalk. Itisan act of the body. Negotiations
are conducted at the level of feelings. It is avital act.
Sometime when you don’t understand something, you
close the book and think. It isamental act of thinking.
Spiritisof Silence. When you want to invoke the Spirit,
sit down, close your eyes— it may not be necessary —
stop moving the body, don't talk, DON’'T THINK. A
stillness descends on the mind. The stillness growsinto
aQUIET, acam, and finally becomes SILENCE. Silence
is an aspect of the Spirit.

As Silence is one aspect of the Spirit, Peace, Unity,
Truth, Knowledge, Power, Beauty, Love, Joy, Infinity
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and Eternity are al so aspects of Spirit. Assoon as Silence
descends, agreat power develops. Y ou feel like getting
up and running. When Peace enters you, you see it is
full of energy. Light entering the mind answers unresolved
questions. Beauty makes you lose yourself. Joy thrills.
Lovefillsthe heart. In practice ONLY one aspect enters
you. Most people cannot keep quiet. They jump up and
act. That is the end of it.

Human problems are very simple to the Spirit. For
someone at the age of 41, employment isvery important.
If only he can SIT quiet for half an hour a day, before
long hewill find an employment. What | call invocation
of Spirit isof greater value. Once some aspect of Spirit
descends, one has to be extraordinarily PATIENT till
many other aspects also descend on him. At a certain
moment, the inner strength becomes sufficient to raise
a voice. That voice is the inner human voice, calling
the Spirit or the Mother who is the Mother of Spirit.
That call releasesa spiritual peace, unattainable even
in death. It entersthe nerves, fillsthe cells of the body,
i.e. the very Being. After such a call is saturated, the
inner Spirit itself begins to call the outer Spirit. It is
Jivatmacalling Paramatma. It isthe Individual becoming
the Eternal. Man, at that moment, ceasesto bea MAN.
He becomes the Divine.

15
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8. Entrepreneur

One who undertakes an enterpriseisan entrepreneur.
Pioneer, adventurer, explorer, initiator, and leader are
other words allied to entrepreneur. | wish to distinguish
theword entrepreneur from other similar words and show
how anation’ swealth grows out of it. Assoon asayoung
man completes his education, he looks for ajob. If he
getsit, he becomes asalaried employee. Not many people
have the courage to go in for self-employment. Today
not even 5% of young educated men will opt for self-
employment on their own. Thetruthisthe entrepreneurs
create the wealth of the nation. The salaried employees
make their enterprise possible. A great many of those
men who seek salaried employment will feel threatened
by self-employment.

To seek self-employment, there should be a self.
The Self with a capital Sbelongsto a great soul. Most
young men are advised by their parents and friends to
AV OID self-employment asamajority of those who try
fail. In these days of generous bank assistance, a certain
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section avails of it, with a clear intention of not starting
aventure. We can leave them out. There are otherswho
find their status suddenly raised by starting a venture.
An illusion possesses them. Before founding an
organisation — a company — they start living as though
they have accomplished. At best, it isthe best courseto
self-directed ruin. There are others who honestly and
efficiently work. Some of them succeed, othersfail. My
interest is to show the difference.

Thevery first differenceisthat those whofail start
doing things they have not learnt. Unfortunately in
our country, there are not many well-established
organised schools that teach entrepreneurship. The
lender lends on the security of property, not on the
experience of the young man who ventures. There should
be alaw insisting that such people pass such a course.
Such a course could have avoided the bankruptcy of
many honest men. Someone who starts such a course
will be doing a service. The basic rules of successful
entrepreneurship MUST be taught. Teaching does not
ensure success. But teaching helps. The very first rule
hereis not to experiment with bank money or one’ s own
capital in awork in which one haslittle or no experience.
Experience isimportant. A dozen other things go with
it. But Experience is most essential.

17
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9. Every Gesture Has a Meaning

Those who fidget are nervous. Some people listen
wide-eyed and intensely with great interest. They are
the ones who can accomplish. In big companies, it is
important to recruit theright person. When awrong man
is discovered after several years of service, it causes a
problem. Themost important ‘recruitment’ isto select
a wife or husband. In our country, still it is done by
the parentsto a great extent. In the West, for the youth,
itisvery important. A man’squalitiesarerevealed only
when an occasion arises. Often it happens after years.
How to recruit the right man in an interview within a
few hours?

There is one more problem. Two people of exactly
similar qualities can exhibit opposite traits. Is there a
solution? If there is one, can we acquire it? Before
that, let us consider its various aspects. Tone, voice,
manners, nervousness, physical movements, capacity to
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sit quiet, smiling face, unsmiling benevolence, twitching
of the eyes, mannerisms, calm, quiet, stability, poise,
bearing, mien, first reception, type of send-off, hearing,
listening, understanding, enthusiasm, energy, will power
are expressive of one’ spersonality. Innumerable studies
in all these fields have been conducted successfully in
the West, even beforethe World War. Thereisno study
or knowledge or science that embraces all of them
in onecentral category called Personality. Supposing
one such science emerges, it can certainly tell you what
IS. Itisincapable of giving usthe knowledge of how to
create that Personality and that too, entirely positively.

Spirituality of Indiahasonce studied thisasapartial
scienceto perfection. Therelieshidden agreat treasure.
Itisfoundinrural Indiaasbitsand pieces, just as a pot
isbroken into smithereens and scattered. Still it isvery
valuable. Our people do not know its value. The
Wester ner, especially curiousyoung people, will know
itsfull value. If Western youth livein Indian villages
for acouple of years, they would gather arich harvest.
Indian spiritual leaders should give thought to making
all of thesefieldsinto asingle science. More than that,
it is necessary to add a new future dimension to that
science, if ever it emerges, which is, how that science
can help us master life.

19
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10. The Value of Scales

In a school where there are no exams and no marks
areawarded, every boy islikely tofeel heisabove average.
Many will consider themselves at the top. The scores
inthe exam put each boy in hisreal position. Theenormous
advancein thefield of medicineis, amongother things,
duetothemeasurement of temperature, pulse, sugar
level, blood pressureand a scor e of other things. Credit
rating has ailmost become a science where the credit
agencies know exactly the credit worthiness of each
individual. In the West, if you want to buy a computer,
there arerating manual sthat eval uate the various computers
on the market for their hardware, software, speed,
accessories, scope of use, service, etc. so that one can
choose according to his needs. | understand in the West
most products in the market are thus rated. Even the
popularity of leaders can be measured by sample polls.
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M easurement of value is a measure of a nation’s
development. We, in India, wanting to choose a college
or hospital go by impressions. The distance between
impressions and exact measurement islike the knowledge
of geography of an uneducated person and an expert in
geography. Measurement has one more advantage. The
field of measurement creates avast field of employment.
When we want to read a book newly published, it isa
great help to know how it is presently selling. The New
York Times has alist in which it tracks the best selling
books. It even tells us how many weeks the book has
stayed on the list. Unemployment of the educated is a
real problem in India. Taking to the ways of the West
where real progress can be made can create avast field
of employment.

Toemulate something good fr om someoneiswisdom.
To apply it exactly here without modifying it to our
local conditionsisunwisdom. To acquirethe mentality
behind another’s achievement in imitating them is to
dieto our culture. Our LIFE emergesfrom our own culture.
It is more so in India where there is something deeper
than culture, the Spirit. Westernising one’s mind is a
sureway of dying to therealities of one’ ssoul. To borrow
another’ svalues, without borrowing their mental structure
requires a spiritual awakening unique in itself.
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11. Inexorable Law

Nehru decided to appoint Sastri as a Member of the
Cabinet without portfolio and Nanda was disturbed as
the palm leaf astrology — nadi josyam — said it would
ruin the nation. Nehru laughed and asked if 500 year s
earlier they had predicted what was to happen the
next morning.

God'’s creation is known as Prakriti. It isin Time
and ruled by the force of Time. Seers have been there
all over the world who have had a full insight into the
past and future of Time. Sri Aurobindo saysthat if the
exact moment of birth is known, astrology can predict
precisely. Scientifically advanced nationslaugh at astrology
asasupergtition. It ismoreprecisethan themost precise
predictions of Science.

Bhishmachose to remain unmarried to oblige awish
of hisparents. It was by aformidable will that he mastered
his sex urge. But sex isaforce of Nature unconguerable.
Only a Rishi sublimates his sex energies into spiritual
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energies called tejas. The force of sex, a biological
force, does not yield to anything less powerful than the
spiritual force. The unconquered force remained
unconquered; it prevailed. At the battlefield Bhishma
had to lie on a bed of arrows, suffering an intensity of
pain that isinconceivable. It was Lord Krishna' s Grace
that relieved him of the pain. The law hereisaslong as
oneisin Time—kala—called ‘ becoming’' in philosophy,
the law in inexorable. There is no known forcein life
or Timethat can overcomethat law. It issaid even Avatars
cannot escapeit, evenif theact wasdonein an earlier birth.

Today it isthe HOUR of GOD. The long aeons of
work have borne fruit. The Hour has arrived. Thisisan
hour that can overcomethe Law of Nature, theinexorable
law of karma. Sri Aurobindo is neither a Rishi, nor an
Avatar, but rather an emanation of God'’ svibration who
comes on earth to show men the path of the Lord. Heis
the Lord Himself; of course a portion of the Lord. He
came down on earth to announcethe arrival of the HOUR.
We, mortal men, are ignorant of Him and The Mother
who converted His Power as Grace in our Life. The
Supramental Anniversary has come on February 29" and
gone. None of us has felt it. Devotees in the hundreds
arereceivingthe TOUCH of that Force as prayersanswered.
No one cares to know how it happened or where it
came from.
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12. Facts, Ideas, Original Ideas

Facts are given by the senses, as we see an object
such asapen. Ideas emanate from the mind. Mind collects
the facts given to us by the senses, coordinates them
and draws the essence from them as an Idea. A college
degree may give us a job is not a mere fact. It is an
idea, drawn from the experience of various people. Original
Ideasaretherein asmall number. An ethical treatise
like Thirukural isbased on thirteen or fourteen such
original ideas. They originate neither from the senses,
nor from the mind. They issue from the Spirit emerging
out of Mind. All great souls have given the world such
ideas. Today the world lives by them. They are simple
to comprehend, impossibleto follow. Patienceis essential
to accomplish is one such idea. When a moment of
excitement arrives, who can have natural patience? One
may put up the behaviour of Patience. Patienceisvastly
different from a behaviour of patience.

Education gives us FACTS. They are stored in our
memory. Unseen by us, some ideas collect behind by
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the strength of one’s personality. Personality converts
the collected facts by the strength of our ideasinto capacity
for accomplishment. We see these ideas as our attitudes
inlife or motivesof our being. Indian education as devised
by the British lays emphasis on memory. Watering down
the quality of our education has been one main reason
for our poverty. People in the West progressed mainly
on the strength of their education. They have a superior
type of education by which children aretrained to think.
The amount of information they have about nutrition,
health, civiclife, science, machinery, etc., etc. isenormous.
All thisinformation goesto strengthen their ideas. | deas
arepowerful. Today theWest istherich West because
of their ideas.

Thereismore. They are called original ideas. There
are not many that rule the world. Original |deas do not
come from education or thinking. They come from the
Spirit. All original ideas from the time of the Greek
philosophers have come from the Spirit. Not one original
idea has emanated from facts collected by study. India
is aland of the Spirit. She has realised the Absolute
Brahman in the Spirit. The West has realised Brahman
in Matter with an equally arduous endeavour. The future
is for Original Ideas, not for facts or simple ideas.
Sri Aurobindo has done one better. He has brought to
theworld that ORIGINAL ideawhich can wipe off karma.
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13. Public Awar eness

Democracy isabenevolent force gradually spreading
all over theworld. Fareed Zakaria has published a book
that pleads for liberty, asit isliberty that giveslifeto
democr acy. Public apathy slowly leadsto slavery. Public
awareness step by step leads to liberty and democracy.

After the advent of the Consumer Forum thereisan
administrative apparatus to which you can go for remedy.
When a telegram comes to Pondy from Delhi in one
hour, the telegraph office takes four to five hours for
delivery. Sometimes it is done the next day. Among
businessmen, it isawell known fact that if any foreign
cheque is routed through Calcutta, the cheque staysin
Calcuttafor months. Onceto my knowledge, it wasthere
for ten months.

Democracy can slide down to the tyranny of
irresponsibleadministration, if the publicisnot aware.
Corruptionis prevalent everywhere. It is sometimesthe
experience of customers that they must pay Rs. 10 or
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even Rs. 50 to secure achalan from an office. Man submits
toinjustice, maltreatment, cruelty, tyranny, etc. Thetimes
are changing. Those who were sinned against earlier
now turn as sinners. Teachers in professional colleges
behave in the matter of ‘discipline’ asthose of primary
schoolsin 1940. If all thisistolerated, very soon democracy
will loseitsessential content. The public must awaken.
When afuseisto be fixed, one has to wait for a day or
several days.

| wish all these anomalies could be wiped out by
one stroke of the pen by officers at any level. Measures
are simple. They do not require explanation. Suppose a
neighbourhood isfull of potholes, any amount of protest
does not move the administration. When a telegram is
sent for quick delivery, but isdelivered very late, there
is no remedy. At least the cost of the telegram should
be refunded. Local citizens can collect money and fill
up all the potholes and ask for reimbursement. There
are millions of minor injustices. It isnot necessary to
suffer them unlesswe are docile or submissive. In a
free country with our poverty (of $486 per capitaincome),
the chances of democracy are slender. A study saysonly
when the per capitaincome risesto $6000 does democracy
have any permanency. Our democratic traditionis sacred
but WEAK. Public awareness is spiritual awakening.
One needs to preserve it.
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14. The Future and the Past

People fall into two broad categories. One feels old
is gold. The other wants to fully imitate the American
lifestyle. Each is true, but the truth in each is partial.
Neither can be accepted in toto. It is eternally true that
times are changing and with the changing times, man
too changesin hisdress, appearance, speech, food, etc.,
known aslifestyle. It isimpossibletoresist themodern
way of life. It isequally impossible now to live aswe
lived a hundred or two hundred years ago. That is
not the end. Thereis more. To refuse to accept what is
really good because it ismodern or new isnot wise. To
insist on the old ways of life because they are old is
also unwisdom. The new bringsin convenience, comforts,
progress, freedom from drudgery, speed of communication,
clarity of mind, ease of movement, etc. Why should one
refuse any of these things? Is it wise to refuse to use
the phone nowadays?

On the other hand, how many can now be persuaded
to give up coffee because once upon a time orthodox
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people never drank coffee? The essential value of the
past —values of Truth, honesty, chastity, reliability,
etc., — must be combined with the real advances of
the present. Mainly | wish the nation to appreciate
such avalue in education and industrial production. In
education, we Indians are proud of our skill in
memorisation. It was resorted to in days when there was
no paper. For want of proper writing material, we resorted
to memorisation. It kills thinking and makes us not only
dull but prevents us from beneficially using our greatest
advantage — our spiritual inheritance. In education, our
spiritual inheritance lies in our subtlety, our capacity
to understand without thinking —Muni —to see thetruth
asvision, which at later stages gives birth to genius.

Inindustrial production, our present efficiency isthe
lowest in the world. While we have a hoary past of the
highest efficiency, we have discarded our past efficiency
in favour of modern life. Computer is resisted in the
USA when it comes to changing the old procedures,
especially by the older generation. In these modern days
where tufts, dhotis and cold rice have vanished, and the
TV, cell phone and two wheeler haveinvaded our lives,
we cling to raghukalam and all the rituals that go with
it. Theresult iswelosethe benefit of either fully and
in asort of way combinethe defectsof both ways of life.
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15. Native Efficiency

Itisan acknowledged fact that in matters of efficiency
the USA and Indiaare poles apart. It isan unseen truth
that the native Indian efficiency is far superior to
any other. It is a truism of life that, if such afact is
true, somewhere, in some measure, alittle of it can be
seen. If Indians look for such expressions, they will
certainly find something somewhere. Of course, there
are many silver linings. The actual truth iswe look up
to America for everything. Today an eminent speaker
at a convocation said, “We all want to go to the USA.
Very soon aday will come when Americans will wish
to come to India. Not that we have no talents, but we
are unaware of them.”

Some months ago, a bank held a three-day Expo to
grant housing loans. Next to that building a newspaper
under the immediate guidance of an American expert
held another Expo for another purpose. It was a success.
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A few days later, two people, one from the bank and
the other from the newspaper met and discussed their
respective success. I n thosethree daysthat bank had
granted loans to the tune of 144 crores on the spot.
When the American expert heard of it, hesaid, “It would
take a few months in my country to accomplish this
feat. | never realised Indians had this efficiency.” He
does not know what happened. Nor do .

| guessin times of emergency, organisationslike banks
give along rope to their employees. This means they
are not bound by the very strict procedures of the
organisation during that period. Once that is granted
defactoor dejure, thenativetalentsof the employees
cometothesurface. Basically they act within the rules
of their organisation but on the spot they exercise their
discretion. It means to me there arises an unconscious
occasion for the Indian to bein his elements, unfettered
by the dead rigidity of the alien bureaucratic organisation.

| see this as one of the silver linings of our Future.
These are occasional sparks. What will happen when
India is determined 1) not to imitate other nations
thoughtlessly, 2) to discover her original spiritual strength
and 3) to fashion a national ORGANISATION that
expresses our genius through modern technology?
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16. L evels of Management

Management means the capacity to produce profits
in a productive venture. In 1985 it was said that each
year the USA alone produced 450 books on management.
In 1945 in an international conference, Peter Drucker
was laughed at when he said that management was a
subject. Today the world over, heisknown asthe father
of Management Science. Thewave of Tom Peters eclipsed
Drucker for two decades. Management meanstechnol ogy
and finance, nothing more. Just now there are a few
hundred management techniquesthat are ruling thefield.
Most represent marketing. All these principles are
summed up in cleanliness, or derliness, theother man’s
point of view, punctuality and twenty other things.
They can befurther abridged into honesty and reliability.

If you are fond of abstraction, you can call them by
one word: commonsense. In our books we conceive of
theseinnumerable principlesat tenlevels. | wishtowrite
about only the two ends here. Talking about cleanliness,
an American said in hiscountry everything is extremely
clean. When what is meant by cleanliness was explained
in great detail, he agreed that his country’s cleanliness
was only 40%, maybe 50%.
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Management is a science. No one approaches it as
such. When it was found that there was a deviation of
43 secondsin acentury inthe orbit of Mercury, doubts
were rai sed about the validity of Newtonian theory. When
Einstein cameinto the picture, the doubts were confirmed
and anew phasein physics started. M anagement, being
a science, demands that same precision. We, being
Indians, know the subtle and spiritual principles of such
alife. Should we go back to such sources and render
those principles in terms of today’s life, the whole
world would look up to Indiaasaleader of Management.

Suppose acompany is making very little profits and
it takes up the above values — punctuality, regularity,
customer satisfaction, cleanliness, orderliness, etc., etc.
— and follows them very seriously, its profits will soar
high. Any company where such values are followed,
we can see, is making very good profits. Thisis only
thefirst level. We have devised ten levels of the same
thing. In the final level, if the proprietor DECIDES to
follow all these values as seriously as any other company
that follows them, even for that thought there will be
great results. Thisisonly thought. Actually doing it will
raise alocal company into anationally famous company.

As an individual, one can do so at home. For the
first level, hisincome will double, maybe it will rise
five or ten fold. For the final level, he will rise from
being a nobody to the status of a national celebrity.
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17. Indian Buses on the Roads of USA

An elderly American reading what ayoung American
had written was surprised. He asked where he had |earnt
to write so well. The answer surprised him even more.
“I learnt it in India.” One may wonder how someone
whose mother tongue is English can learn writing
English from another person whose mother tongue
is not English. The standard pronunciation dictionary
in English waswritten by a Danish linguist. When Tamil
scholars came from Czechoslovakiato deliver lectures
in Tamil Nadu on Slapadigaram, the audience was struck
by their chaste pronunciation. The Right Honourable
Sastri made the Englishman feel shy by his precise
pronunciation.

JRD Tatain 1975 felt the sametype of surprise when
ayoung American proposed to him that his buses could
be sold to the USA. After aprolonged discussion, Tata
was convinced. Lifetook adifferent turn. Tatareceived
continuous export orders from the Gulf countries and
there ended our proposal. We know man does not know
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his weaknesses. | would say, “Man does not know his
strength.”

My perennial themeislIndiahasatreasurein knowledge,
subtlety, insight, intuition, philosophy, and
SPIRITUALITY. They arethetreasuresfound nowhere
elseintheworld, but they are not herein ausable form.
They are found here as ingots of gold. Unless they are
madeinto jewels, one cannot usethem. Indians are unaware
of their strength, greatness or value. | f theburied Indian
talentsarebrought tothesurface, | ndian manufactured
goodswill have an edge over the productsof any other
country. American parents who visit India marvel at
the affectionate atmospherein our families. One American
husband after afew hoursin an Indian house found that
the lady of the house never came out to participate in
the discussion. On knowing more about the feminine
fairnessof India, hedeclared, “ Thisisgreat. | am unable
to conceive of such an atmosphere.”

Every good thing has its other side. The voluntarily
submissive affectionate lady can either be enjoyed as
an emotional treasure or taken advantage of for the purposes
of masculine domination. Asiaisan emotional continent.
It is said that some American youth visit Thailand so
that they may marry a handsome, affectionate Thai girl
to whom divorce or insubordination is inconceivable.
The day India realises her inner strength will be a
great day for us.
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18. Technology

When something is rare, it is the general tendency
to consider it divine or meant for the rare gifted. There
was a time when a car was so considered. Every new
invention enjoys that rare status in the beginning for
some years or even some centuries. | have not met a
singleindividual or read a single book which seesan
exact parallel to life events such as technology and
spiritual events. Even in a country like ours where
hundreds and thousands of God-men walked among us,
the common conception is, “Thisis not for me.”

| do not like the phrase spiritual technology. For want
of another elegant phrase | am incapable of coining, |
wishto state that the presently considered rarespiritual
possessions—telepathy, spiritual cure, materialisation,
de-materialisation, leaving the body and entering
another body, performing miracles, etc. — can one
day become common possessions. As we witness
technol ogy spreading, one day spiritual technology too
will spread all over the world.
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There are people who can multiply 17 digit numbers
by another number in atrice. It is one expression of
genius. Genius has emerged in mathematics, music,
language, astronomy, painting, dancing, literature and
in general too. The spiritual hierarchy starts from the
Absolute Brahman and goes down to Matter. It is,
1) Brahman, 2) Sat, 3) Chit, 4) Ananda, 5) Supermind,
6) Overmind, 7) Intuitive Mind, 8) Illumined Mind,
9) Higher Mind, 10) Human Mind, 11) Life, 12) Body,
13) Matter. Manisled by Mind. The genius ranges from
Mind to Intuitive Mind. Silence organised and established
takes one to the Higher Mind. Vision takes one to the
[llumined Mind. Intuition makes one a genius. Even at
the lower levels of Silence and vision, we have agenius
of some kind.

Western life knows no such phenomenon, though
presently it is superior to ours because they train the
student to think, while we encourage memorisation. If
our educationists do not have Westernised mindsand if
they realise the higher spiritual potentials of Indian
education, Srinivasa Ramanujams will not be an
exception but therule. Instead of producing scholars,
thinkersand experts, Indian universitieswill be producing
geniuses. To explain the process of consciously creating
aGENIUS s possible if | write abook on it.
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19. Spiritual Light

Spiritual light seen on the face is called tejas; seen
in the sky is vision, as Sundaramoorthy Nayanar saw
Parvathi and Paramasivan. Light is one of the twelve
expressions of the Spirit and it revealsin various ways
and in various degrees. The primitive man who discovered
that a stone can be used as atool received the Spiritual
light as an illumination in his physical mind that was
activated by the overflowing energy of the body while
it wasin motion. The fear-ridden superstitious villager
seesthe same ‘ spiritual light” aswill-o-the-wisp. Edison
never went to school, but he patented over a thousand
inventions. He exerted his body to the utmost. His
exertionsreleased enormousener gy. That energy was
organised into skill. That skill needed an idea. Heis
considered a genius, maybe atechnological genius. His
body thought and received spiritual light.
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Tapas, spirituality, is to stop thinking and BE the
Spirit. Between the body thinking and tapas, there are
twelve or thirteen levels. India has amply accomplished
at the 13" level in thousands of Rishis. Sri Aurobindo
has taken Indian yoga a further step, a step where the
Spirit will express in life. For that, one has to travel
another six steps. Tapasis ascent. Expressing the Spirit
inlifeisdescent. Such alifeiscalled divinelife. Itis
God' swork, not man’ seffort. Man’ spart isonly surrender.
Thousands of devotees do it when they pray. During
prayer, they surrender themselves to Mother. Mother
accomplishes for them what they cannot accomplish.

Stock accumulatesfor years. Itiscalled ‘dead stock’.
It issold off for a song. Suppose you have stocks worth
acrore accumulated over ten or fifteen years. Thereis
no solution other than throwing it all away for athrowaway
price. For the devotee, the rule is different. He calls
Mother to sell off his stocks. Before doing so, he must
reverse every refractory behaviour that made the stocks
accumulate. Neglect, arrogance, dishonesty, indifference,
etc. are some of them. Should he remove his own
contributionsto the accumulated stocksand call MOTHER,
the stocks will melt away in a short time. Once, in a
long detailed article, | have explained how ayoung boy
liquidated such stocks in seven days.
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20. Politenessin Matters Spiritual

When peopleareintroduced to Mother, in thefirst
few weeks they declare, “1 have worked for twenty
years to buy a small piece of land. Now in the last
forty days, ever since | came to know HER, two big
pieces of lands cameto me.” Asthey see event after
event happening, their natural GOOD WILL impels
them to speak of Her to everyonethey know. Thisis
not wrong, but leads one nowhere. Some people
disbelieve them, othersridicule, yet others ask why
they impose their faith on others. Most remain
indifferent. Thetruthisto KNOW Mother isaspiritual
privilege. Not all people can listen to someone’ senthusiasm.
Thereisone more factor. When your advice falls of
deaf ears, later you becomeineffectivein giving valid
advicetothosewho deserveit. It isadelicate situation
or aticklish question.

An employer was a devotee. His purchasing officer

called him at 10 a.m. to seek half aday’s leave. Asthe
voice was tense and anxious, the employer desired to
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know if anything was wrong. The Purchase Officer’s
daughter wasgoing infor an operation to have her appendix
removed and the operation was fixed at 11 am., hence
the anxiety. The employer was adevotee. He desired to
suggest prayer, but very much hesitated. I nstead, he asked
his employee how urgent the operation was. The answer
came that at that time his daughter might be inside the
theatre and therefore he wanted to rush to the hospital.
The employer was at his wit’s end and asked another
question, “How essential isthe operation?’ The feeling
the employer got was that the empl oyee, though he was
in ahurry, was anxious to avoid the operation.

“If the operation could be avoided ...." said the
employer. The employee was in ecstasy to hear that.
That made the employer give him a blessing packet.
On reaching the operation theatre, the father of the girl
listened to the discussion of the doctors about how the
operation could be avoided. It was avoided. Thewords
Spirit and soul are different. Our whole bodies, all their
partsaremade of Spirit. That iswhy it is Sarvam Brahman.
The inner developed part of it is the soul. In times of
urgency, the whole body rises in alert. The very Spirit
of the being is awake. At those moments, politenessis
abar. When you are addressing the MIND and itsopinions,
politeness is essential. The dividing LINE is often
very thin.
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21. Man is Greater than Money

Thewonderful civilisationwenow liveinisthecreation
of Man. There is nothing in this world of ours that is
not created by MAN. Man isthecreator of hisworld.
The society we live in and its rules are the creation of
Man. Men fall into two broad categories. All are Men
but there are great souls and small minds. Whatever is
created in thisworld of human affairsiscreated by
the great souls. The small minds make them a goal
and become slaves of their own creation. MONEY
topsthelist. Man has created money but we see everywhere
MAN isaslave of money. It is easy to understand that
Man is greater than Money, but not so easy to practise
it. We find two opposite expressions of thisrule. First,
all men who worship money are rich. Second, all men
who make MONEY their prime value are debt ridden,
poor and pathetic. Let us try to seek the truth of this.
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Money represents work. Work is done by man. It is
man who CONCEIVES of work. All work in thiswide
world is of man’s conception. Philosophically the
universeiscreated by the Self-conception of God. If
there is no work, there will be no money. WORK IS
GREATERTHAN MONEY. MAN ISGREATER THAN
WORK. Man is primary, work is secondary. Money
represents work and is of no consequence. Thisisnot a
rule only about money. It applies to every other thing.
Knowledgeisgreater than adegree. Character is of greater
value than dress. In fact, men of character are greater
than the posts they occupy. Great men raise the value
of the posts they adorn. Small men raise themselves by
occupying the post. As soon asthey leave the post, they
shrink to their original size of smallness. Still, the mind
values Money.

Think of adozen familiesyou know. Most will cherish
money and evaluate any act in terms of money value.
Generally they will be poor. If they are very rich, they
will be men of small minds of low consciousness. Suppose
some of them are abliviousof MONEY , youwill certainly
find them never short of funds unless they are casual,
unorganised and indifferent. To become a slave of his
own creationisahuman trait. It belongstothesmallness
of human affairs.
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22. Who Will Pay the Two Rupees?

Therearegreat occasionsin lifewhen vast opportunities
knock on one’'sdoors. Lifeis strange for those who do
not know it. Those who know Life, know it isnot strange,
but its strangeways are its very characteristics. The story
of Duryodhana preferring Krishna’'s army to Krishna
illustrates this theme. When a panel to select a vice-
chancellorship was constituted, its most influential member
heard of aworthy candidate who wasagovernment officer.
He was desirous of appointing the officer as the vice-
chancellor. On the day when the Panel member reached
the metropolis, the good friend of this honest efficient
officer traveled all the way from his place to introduce
each one to the other. The government officer had a
strangeinspiration. He said he had other work. Another
name suggested by this Panel member was appointed V.C.

The story does not end there. That V.C. was again
appointed at another placeasV.C. and was given afurther
term. Later he was elevated to national eminencein the
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field of education. For all this, he who had other work
was afar better educational material than the one who
readily accepted the offer. Many can recall such instances
where a small attitude cancelled a great opportunity.
Someone who was chosen as a Chief Minister of his
state lost it forever by an insistence on one such
idiosyncrasy. A billion dollar project was cancelled when
it met with such an attitude.

Small men enjoy being small. Their minds travel in
small attitudes. The range is not only comfortable but
gives pride of possession. When they occupy power they
exerciseit with avengeance. Luck has various attitudes.
It rejects such people once and for all. Sometimes it
compels them to accept that piece of luck in spite of
their insistent refusal. When it does so, the man enjoys
theluck once and losesit for therest of hislife. A brilliant
boy wasrefused admissioninafamous university. Someone
moved a senate member on his behalf. A compromise
was offered. The boy was conscious of thetravel expenses
involved in that half success. On further insistence of
the senate member, he was given the seat. But the boy
had not yet received the admission card. When asked to
go to the university again, he asked, “What is the
guarantee? Who will pay the two rupees of travel
expenses?’
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23. Realities of Life

Life Response is a concept created based on the
Realities of Life. Man grows wise learning of those
realities. Their laws areinexorable. No one can overcome
them. The Gods can modify their malignancy, but cannot
cancel them. The theory of karmaisbased onit. Lifeis
not final. Mind is greater than life. So, they said even
karma can be overcome by mental illumination. The
progress of the West is mainly due to their reliance on
Mind, disregarding the subtle realities of life. When Man
subjectshimself tolife, he becomes superstitious. Relying
ontheMind, superstition recedes and rationality precedes.
Spirit is greater than Mind. The evolving Spirit —
the Psychic Being —is still greater. The Rishi is not
bound by karma, as he often reaches the Spirit in his
dhyana. The evolving Spirit can not only cancel karma,
but when it comes to stay transforms misfortune into
good fortune, diseaseinto health, stupidity into intelligence,
even genius.

Realities of life are of two kinds. One is positive
and the other negative. In the book The Mother,
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Sri Aurobindo liststhirty negativetraitsto be rejected.
For each negative characteristic thereisacorresponding
positive characteristic. Each one of them is exclusive
initssignificance. Of the positivetraits one thing stands
out. It isgenerosity. The Mother defines meanness as
the attitude of asking another to do what we cannot.
We can construct adefinition of generosity based onit.
To give another man, without his asking, what he
cannot accomplish by hisbest effortscan bedefined
as generosity. Even that generosity when it is tinged
with ego isimpermissible or at least will be alever for
him to hurt you. The opposite of generosity is meanness.

We can also say that jealousy is another opposite.
An analysis of life may lead many to the conclusion
that jealousy istheonly reality of life. A proverb says
one can escape a stone that hits, but not the LOOK of
jealousy. | have noticed with curiosity and with much
amusement a man who owned four cars being jealous
of a neighbour who received a visitor in a car. For a
long time, it intrigued me until | witnessed an event
wherethe efforts of amulti-millionaireto prevent another
person successfully seeking an alliance of amillionaire.
What seems to be true is that, more than one’s own
progress, to prevent theleast little progress of anyone
around is of psychological importance. From then
onwards | see that as the one ultimate reality of Life.
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24. Skepticism

Experiences of devotees are unbelievable for those
who have not had similar experiences. Though most people
readily believe, some express disbelief or exhibit
indifference. One reader chose to declare that all that |
write might be true, but there must be another side of
which | was silent. It was beyond my linguistic or
intellectual abilities to explain that MOTHER'S
FORCE isinfallible. He said that at the age of 40 he
was unemployed for over ten years and his prayer was
not answered. Hisexperiencewastrue, but in these matters
there are several sideswhich aredifficult to see. It baffled
me, if it was not achallenge. All my usual answers met
with the usual replies of disbelief.

After some prolonged correspondence, it occurred
to methat it was easier to give him the result —ajob —
than convince his skeptical thought. He obliged mewhen
| requested him to visit acenter. On the day hevisited
thecenter, hisdaughter got ajob. That may have been
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good, but it did not meet his mental requirement that
al prayersare answered. In any situation, there are several
issuesthat help and several othersthat hinder. Sometimes
the person concerned may not know them or, when they
do know, may find it difficult to disclose. My efforts
yielded apartia solution but | was somewhat disappointed,
asit contradicted my experiencetill then. Three months
later came a letter from him saying he got a job after
years of unemployment. | wasrelieved, not only because
the problem was solved, but the law stood vindicated.

As | said, it is easier to produce the result than to
know the processby whichit isbrought about. The Process
isnot final. Beyond the process lies the essence. To
know the Processisto permanently possess the capacity
to produce the result. One aspect of the Process is to
know the correspondence between our inner thoughts
and outer results. Most people know that they are ardently
seeking something they intensely hate. One man who
was sel ected by MPSC as a gazetted officer had not got
the posting for 18 months. It baffled him, but not me,
as | had known the fact that he intensely disliked
government jobs and for that reason he had once resigned
agovernment job. His own resentment stood in the way
of the posting order arriving in time. When we do not
reverse our past resentments, TIME heals them, taking
its own time.
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25. Prayer is Superfluous

A very intelligent person, often, does not think of
himself asintelligent. He who often thinks heisintelligent
or sometimes proclaims that he is, is one who is not
really intelligent but triesto be so. It istrue with wealth.
Newly rich people are conscious of their wealth and
never speak to others without mentioning how much
they areworth. Strength, when it isreal, isnot conscious.
Only during the period when you are trying to acquire
something new, it occupies the mind. The occupation
continues for one or two generations. This is true of
power, money, talent, status, etc. This is very true of
Mother’ s devotees. We say constant remembranceisthe
best attitude. What is better istheinability to remember
Mother, as then we are identified with HER.

‘Thanks’ is a word used on social occasions to
acknowledge a fortuitous help, a good attitude or even
agood word. Gratitudeisaspiritual emotion. When we
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feel grateful we expressit asthanks. Welivein the society
in considerable comfort and extended convenience. If
you have grandparents, they can tell you item by item
how they lived during their days in comparison with
what we now enjoy. It heeds no long explanation. We
take all those comforts — buses, schools, TV, modern
conveniences, etc. —for granted. Thosewho havelived
in both the periodsoccasionally wonder at the present
facilities. In fact, one should be grateful to the society
for all these comforts.

There are some people endowed with subtle vision.
They see the Gods in their dreams. There are others
who are endowed with a further subtlety which is the
vision of the causal plane, the Supramental plane. When
two cars are about to collide, we often see the accident
averted by ahair’ sbreadth. It is seen asawhite protective
hand or a brilliant white light. They see in the bright
smileof achild aflash of light or avibration of sweetness
or even God'’ s face. At such moments the vision enters
the Being and travelsdown to the very cellsof theBODY .
The body thrills. It is an emotion of gratitude that
issues from the knowledge that it is God, His Spirit,
that upholdsusall, all thetime. For such blessed souls,
Prayer is Superfluous.
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26. Upanishad in Life

“Allisineach, eachinall” isan Upanishadic formula
When ahouseison fire, everyonein the village rushes
to put out thefire. Villagelifeisbased on our spiritual
principle that one man’s misfortune is really the
misfortune of all. Insuranceis based on this principle.
A man who owns agodown with one lakh rupees worth
of goods pays a fire insurance premium of Rs.500.
Hundreds and thousands of traders do it. The premium
collectsin the company. In case of an accident, he who
paid Rs.500 receives a compensation of one lakh. The
society pays for the misfortune of a single individual.
Churchill described it associety ensuringto thelast
man the aver age benefit. At the turn of the 20" century,
Churchill said that if he had been a dictator, he would
put the STAM P of insurance on every door.

Dr. P.C. Reddy of Apollo Hospital says if health
insuranceisintroduced in Indiafor an annual premium
of lessthan Rs.100, the policy holder can be given coverage
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for Rs.50,000 of medical expensesin the event of surgery.
A privatetrust in Madrasis advocating asimilar scheme
for auto rickshaws, an accident insurance policy of a
lakh of rupees. Asauto rickshaws are prone to accidents,
such apolicy isaboon to them. Thisis negative benefit
for the community.

Thereisapositive sideto it. Bananais acrop that
can be destroyed by acyclone. Aninsuranceintroduced
all over the state will protect the affected area. All crops
can be so insured. Once acrop isinsured, the insurance
company will insist that the farmer water, fertilise, and
perform other essential operations in time. Otherwise
the farmer will lose the benefit of insuranceitself. That
will enhance the efficiency of farming.

Suppose an insurance policy isintroduced ensuring
that the top ten or thirty boysin acollege will be paid a
salary until they get employed, there will be arush from
everyone to get insured. The insurance company will
insist on the boy maintaining his scoresat acertain level.
Thisisapositiveway of raising the standards of education.
Insuranceis a boon. We have not availed of it even
totheextent of ten percent of what the West hasdone.
It is possible for us to devise fresh insurance schemes
suited to national development.
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27. Spiritual Value of WORK

It isajob for the mother to compel her child to sit
down and do itshomework. It isequivalent to punishment.
There are schools which give no homework. They help
children to learn reading at the age of 4 or even 3. Such
achild, as soon as she wakes up, takes abook and starts
reading. All day long that child isfound reading. The
job of the parent is to continue to supply books. Thisis
not only trueinlearning. If you teach workers the right
skill of doing their work, they won’t go home until their
work is perfectly done.

In a school where rote memory was insisted upon,
writing composition was a punishment. In a year the
students used to write twelve compositions of half a
page each. Then they were taught to write English. The
whole atmosphere changed. Every boy was anxious to
write. That year they all wrote 45 compositions of 1%
pages each. About ten students started summarising retold
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stories. Most of them did so for ten or fifteen books.
Two boys each wrote 600 pages summarising 52 retold
stories.

Work has aspiritinit. To evoke that will give great
results. The British Cabinet, inthe First World War, was
afraid of not getting enough soldiers and pleaded for
conscription. A few members differed and relied on the
patriotism of the population. It turned out that before
conscription had been laid down aslaw, agreater number
of youth than were required had enlisted in the army.

Management believes in authority. Exercise of
authority does work. There is an alternative method,
which is better. Release the enthusiasm of the worker.
Then authority will be superfluous. Train the enthusiasm
into askill. Inthat case, no supervision will be necessary
at all. Each will be conscious of his own skill. In such
an atmosphere it is not easy to make the worker leave
thefactory at the closing hour. During the Second World
War it happened in England. Workers came to the shift
half an hour early and refused to quit when the shift
was over. It isthe authority of work which is far better
than the authority of the management. Thereissomething
even greater than thework. It isthe Spirit of the work.
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28. India’s Economic Growth

Over the ages societies have grown. The growth has
beenin population, wealth, lifestyle, comfort, convenience,
education, welfare, well-being. Historians have offered
various explanations for that growth and they are all
valid partially. In India we witness visible growth in
the recent decades. The question is where does this
growth come from? Why has such a growth not been
witnessed since 19477 Today we see the vegetable vendor
on the road having a Rs.500 currency note. Thisis not
only aquestion pertaining to India. Nowherein the world
has this question ever been answered satisfactorily. Most
answers meet a partial requirement, not fully. They are
all answers related to external circumstances. Is there
any real answer that is ultimate?

The growth of a nation is the growth of Man, the
individual. When the individual is timid, pessimistic,
cowardly, and withdrawing, the nation sinksinto poverty
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and slavery. Optimism, courage, independence,
venturesome nature, and self-confidence make a nation
grow. Fifty percent of our population is below the age
of 25 and does not want to live like their parents —
illiterate, dirty, unhygienic, in unsanitary conditions,
living on one meal, etc. They look for a middle class
life of modern lifestyle. It hasresulted in the daily wage
on the farmin thirty yearsrising from Rs. 1 to Rs. 100.
It means the economic aspiration has risen a hundred
times.

Recently the top economists of the country met in
Madras at a seminar. While speaking there, our Society
member said economic issues must belooked at socially.
Money isapart of economics. Economicsis part of society.
To understand the realities of money, he said, we must
study it from the point of view of society. Much money
isin circulation becausethereissocial aspiration for
abetter life. Asmoney and economy are parts of society,
society isapart of SPIRIT. When the social aspiration
rises to Spiritual aspiration, the country will be flush
with abundant prosperity. We have no control over the
society. Wedo havefull control over ourselves. Invocation
of the Spirit can matureinwardly into individual Spiritual
Aspirationresulting in alifethat is materially abundant,
psychologically harmonious, and spiritually fulfilling.
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29. Nirupama — India —
Unconscious M an

Nirupama, age 16, isan only child of idealistic parents
who gave up their profession of auditing and teaching
to found aschool. They never sent their child to school.
They taught her at home. It meant that both of them
spent all their thoughts on how to teach a child at
home and having that asthe only mission in life, gave
their all for her mental growth. At the age of 16 she
excelsthose who have taught at the university level for
tenyearsor even twenty years. Thechildisnot aprodigy.
Sheisan ordinary child. The parentsare not extraordinarily
endowed in any field. They arejust parents. Their ideal,
effort, dedication, diligence, and unremitting application
to educating their child islaudable, perhaps never witnessed
anywhere else.

As pioneers they went through a lot of literature,
considered every innovative teaching material anywhere
intheworld, and tried their psychological best tolook
at theworld with Nirupama’seyes. They areat it full-
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time even now. This shows two things: (1) What the
educational opportunitiesareto achild when the parents
are fully dedicated to her. (2) What a pioneer needs to
undergo.

Now that they have achieved what is apparently
unachievable, it is possible to reduce their phenomenal
effort to a system which any school can routinely follow,
if it chooses to be a pioneer in Indian education. Then
it may come to stay as future Indian education, i.e. to
produce an academic mind of 50 years by the age of 14.

Thefoundationthey havelaidin MIND isextraordinary.
James Mill taught his son Stuart Mill and finished his
education at the age of 14. Later Stuart Mill became a
thinker and philosopher. Nirupamahasafurther advantage.
Instead of raising her mental attainments higher, her
mind can belaid OPEN tothe Spiritual ray of Light
which isthe sour ceof all knowledge. Should that happen,
the world will discover what TRAINING can achieve
in spiritual education. The opportunitiesintoday’sIndian
society are economic, financial, monetary, educational,
with openings to move up socially, etc. Aboveall, India
isinaposition to create BALANCED human beingsin
an integrated balanced society. To start with,aSINGLE
circumstance of awilling individual is necessary. It will
be better if it is an organisation.
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30. The Spiritual Status of Help

The impulse of help makes one human. The phrase
Good Samaritan is age-old. One offers to help another
because the impulse of Selflessness is active. Society
exists because of such help, which isoften mutual help.
Beforethe society created agovernment and itsdepartments
like police, justice and fire service, society existed asa
collective because of theindividual and collectiveimpulse
to help one another. If help is not there, there will be no
society, no family and nothing worth living for. As
everything else, the helping tendency has its other
side. Man is endowed with ego. He is run by his ego.
That too has good as well as bad sides. One important
thing about the ego is that it is extremely clever. Man
isaperennial victim to hisego’s artifices.

Whatever we want to do for our progress or soul’s
progress, which is to blunt and dissolve ego, the ego
has the ability to come forward and offer to do it itself.
When we want to appoint a storekeeper, someone comes
forward to do it. We are thankful to him, but do not
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realisethat he has done so to steal without being observed.
Generally, such tricks never come to the surface. We
often hear people say during a discussion on surrender
totheDivine, “Explainitto meclearly, | can then follow
it.” The point is that when he RIGHTLY understands
and follows it, he follows his own understanding, not
the Guru to whom he must surrender. It is a subtle
camouflage, very difficult to see through. When | want
to surrender to the Divine, | never seethat my ego comes
into the picture and offers to do the surrender on my
behalf.

| am unaware of it as | am identified with my ego.
Totheend, | won't be able to discover that my ego got
the better of me. When we genuinely wish to help another,
the ego enters the picture in a subtle fashion and offers
the help. We miss seeingit. It isan invariablerulein
human relationships — with very rare exceptions —
that thebeneficiary never failsto offend the benefactor.
Inside the family and close friends group, ALL the
problems arise ONLY from this rule. If one does his
duty pleasantly without fail within thelimits of the other
person’s good will, such an aberration is avoided. In
intimate relationships, the idea of generosity is strong.
One wantsto give rather than take. Once it crosses the
limits, the horrible rule | now described comes into
operation.
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31. TheLength of One'sLife

We Indians believethat thelength of our livesisfixed.
When the appointed hour arrives, no power is thereto
put it off. It istrue for all men, but not for Rishis who
can choose their hour of departure. A man dies when
hisown soul and the Super conscient together sanction
it and never otherwise. Philosophically the same is
true of all small events.

Sri Aurobindo divides knowledge into four types.
(1) Egoistic knowledge, (2) Non-egoistic, subliminal
knowledge, (3) Intuition, (4) Knowledge by identity.
Mokshais knowledge by identity. Man dissolvesin the
Spirit and achievesidentification. The only examplethat
can be given for knowledge by identity isthat we know
we are alive, we exist. No one need tell me that | am
alive because | know it, | know that | am alive—exist—
because at that point | am identified with the
Superconscient, the God. Generally we are unconscious
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of it. The more we become conscious of it, the greater
isour capacity to prolong our life. Aslongasaman is
awar ethat heexists, it isaspiritual awar eness. Spiritual
awareness can prolong life.

Let usconsider thishigh spiritual awarenessor idealism
and water it down to our human life. It becomes Self-
Confidence. Self-Confidence raises one's capacity to
accomplish materially. In the section on Love, Thirukural
says if one is aware of the fact that he is loved by the
person whom he loves, he has the pride of life. In our
tradition it is called mangalyabalam, the capacity of a
wife's love to lengthen her husband’s life. In human
life, it isthe wife who carriesthat capacity. In spiritual
life, one can prolong one’s life as long as he wants, if
he is aware that he exists — existsin HIM.

Suppose you own a company or you are a manager
of 25 staff members or the head of a family, there also
thisknowledge will be of effective usein agreat measure.
When you know you are RIGHT in every aspect of the
work, that knowledge isthe knowledge of ‘God in Life'.
Only that you must bereally right and not THINK you
are right, which is an illusion. Such a knowledge can
make your accomplishments doubly successful.
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32. Initial Response of the Divine

Religiousworship isfor all. Spirituality isfor those
who have the call. There was a time when bicycle
was for all and car was meant for the wealthy elite.
Thisisno longer so. At least in America, everyone owns
acar, which was at one time as much ararity there asit
was herefifty years ago. Again, those who needed a car
were expected to deposit thefull amount monthsin advance
and wait for the delivery. It isagain no longer so. Even
loans are liberally advanced to salaried employees to
buy acar.

Thousand years ago, when education was meant for
the royalty and aristocracy of the priests, the common
man was prohibited from reading on pain of punishment.
Now education iswidespread. Scholarships are awarded
in plenty and all possible support, help, encouragement
isgivento everyone, downto thelast person, to be educated
and well-employed.

There was a time when spirituality was meant for
one who could go to the forest, sleep on a bed of nails,
etc. Now since 1956 when the Force descended, the
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right to enjoy a higher spirituality is waiting at the
door of everyone, provided hehasaspiration. By aspiration
it means the aspiration of the Soul.

For the mind to aspire it has to become silent, at
least stop the running thoughts, which isafeat even for
ayogi. That evokes the initial response which solves
our ordinary problems. To explain the next level of
response, the concentration required isthe concentration
of a student on the eve of the exam. A mere nobody
who was attending to harvest in the field, by the merest
chance was elected an MP. In that moment, hewasin a
daze of surprise. Such a thing can be evoked by a
misfortune. Misfortune or good fortune, we seeitisa
MOMENT when one cannot think at all, asthemind is
no longer there. That is the next level of concentration
of aspiration to evoke awider response from the Divine
which brings an inconceivable opportunity such as the
13" person in an all-Indiainstitution made the Chairman
overlooking the previous 12 people.

The fourth level alongside the fifth and sixth level
of devotion isyogic. To put it in our terms, the fourth
level makes one world famous. It is one of reputation
burdened with responsibility. The fifth level elevates
one into causeless joy and its ever-fresh cheerfulness
which has no material equivalent in human life. The
sixth level iswhere one not only attains the Immutabl e,
ineffable Brahman inside, but witnesses its flowering
in human life.
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33. Evoking a Serious Response
from the Divine

There are serious occasions in life. When a man’s
debts rise to double the level of his worth, or a poor
girl at the age of 36 wishes for marriage, or many other
such things coming under that category happen, normally
wedwell onthemisfortune. Theproblem hasarefractory
character. When you think of it, it drawsyour ener gy
through that attention —maybewe can call it negative
attention — and starts growing in strength. Man is
not made to forget his misfortune. But when the exam
isimpending, the boy does push away all his cares and
concentrates on the exam. To evoke a seriousresponse
from Mother, or to pay adebt twice hisvalue, such a
seriousresponse and a call from thereis enough.

Someone had such aresponse. He haswrittenitin a
story entitled “$100,000”, which has gone to print in
English and Tamil. He describes there all the tricks,
suspicions, and doubts of the MIND. Asit was histrue

66

Karmayogi

experience put into afictional context, | decided to publish
it. Asonereadsthe story, one feels a parallel to one of
his own situations, when he sees how the atmosphereis
cranky, lifeisrefractory and enforces his past experience.
Thereone can see HOW thisForceworks. Many experience
that their calls are answered. Many other people say
there is no response for their call. It only means the
call, thestrength of the call, doesnot match or over come
the strength of the problem. The moment they match,
the atmosphere changes, people are different, and life
responds positively. That isto evoke a serious response
from the Divine.

Such problems are common in life. They need no
enumeration. They should not afflict aman. Should such
problems come, one goes to the astrologer. He mostly
givesapolite answer, “You haveto be patient.” Rarely
does he say it will be over in aparticular period, which
often comestrue. An unjust loss of agovernment job, a
brother or partner cheating because there is no written
record for a huge sum, a child lost and not found for
weeks, aman separated from hiswifefor years, etc. are
problems of that type. Those who are so suffering MUST
be capable of the serious concentration of a student on
the eve of the exam, instead of dwelling on the misfortune
and strengthening it. Should one do so, the problem
will be instantaneously solved.
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34. Significant Response — Opportunity

Lifewas negative with avengeance until 1900, maybe
until the end of World War 1. It made survival difficult.
Most people struggled to hold on to what they had. The
question of opportunity was unheard of. When Benjamin
Disraeli became the Prime Minister of England, he
described hisrise as, “ At last | have reached the top of
the greasy pole.”

In an expressive proverb it is said here that if we
rise six inches, thereisaslide down of 12 inches awaiting
us around the corner. It was so because Mind was not
sufficiently organised in those days. Lifeisalower force,
which was stronger than Mind. Those were days when
survival at any level was difficult. The goal wasto save
what one had, if he had anything.

Nowadays, we hear the opposite. Those who were
nobodies rise to the top by what we call a stroke of
luck. In Americaover aperiod of two or three hundred
years, Man rose like that. All kinds of day labourers
became millionaires. They achieved it not by a stroke
of luck, but by hard work, the likes of which no man
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would want towork for even onefull day. Americaentered
luck, but the hard way.

Oursisaspiritual country. Thevery soil isspiritual.
So, our opportunities are different. Someone, in an
advantageous position, easily achieves the same result
that otherswork hard for. For athird level of concentration,
we get aresponse from life. It is not a solution of the
problem. The character changesto the opposite. Such a
change is known as transformation. Moving to athird
level of depth or concentration, these problems are
transformed into opportunities.

Two young people who were unconsciously moving
to such depths were introduced to another person who
spoke five languages and worked in several countries.
He was impressed by their general ability and invited
them to prepare a Project Report for 1 billion dollars
and take charge of afew important activities related to
them. He offered a commission to them of which they
were not capable of dreaming.

When lifeturnsfromitsfalse, dark, negative character
to true, bright, positive character, inconceivable things
like this open and seek you. It isto evoke a significant
response from the Divine. Its basis is ever-increasing
cheerfulness. Itsstrategy is GOOD WILL. Sofar | have
spoken about life. The further responses are essentially
yogic, but | hopeto stretch them to touch life at |east at
one point.
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35. A Wider Response from the Divine

Man, with hisdevel oped faculties of Mind, ishopelessly
groping in spite of his spectacular achievements. This
isvery well seenif you review the efforts of great Minds
a hundred or two hundred years ago. Man was not less
intelligent than today. But it is now clear that he was
barking up the wrong tree. When a steam engine was
fitted to asailing ship and was brought for demonstration,
the British Admiralty laughed at the idea and refused
to look at it. It took 1600 years for man to realise that
reading the Bible in English was as sacred as reading it
in Latin. Of course, the original Bible was written not
in Latin but in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic. The truth
is knowledge is above and is descending in cascades of
Light, while man is searching for it in Matter and life.
Naturally all kinds of superstitions arise and soon become
sacred.

Concentration means dwelling onitself. What disturbs
concentrationislack of mental disciplinewhichisunable
to control running thoughts. Imagine a house of five
children running helter-skelter while serious business
isdiscussed. That house has no discipline and can achieve
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nothing. Asthe concentration increases, mind becomes
silent and understands without thinking. Scientists
who have spent a lifetime and succeeded in finally
discovering it, know the phenomenon of SILENCE at
the time of revelation. But they disregard it. Had they
known the significance of SILENCE and cultivated it
from the beginning, the years of cerebral labour would
have been abridged into a hundred hours of silent
contemplation.

All men of genius know the value of Silence, vision,
intuition and revelation, but in the modern context, they
are shy of speaking their experience. Srinivasa Ramanujam
never thought, but simply went into silence. Shakespeare
never wrote by exercising his mental faculty. His was
inspired writing. On reading The Life Divine, Mother
said She saw theintuition pouring down into the writing.

These are not ideas that can be placed before Western
scientists. It is more difficult to propose it to an Indian
scientist whose Mind isWester nised, meaningintellectually
organised. | feel like parodying Marx, as Russell once
said of Indian mantras and African drum beating,
“Intellectuals of the world unite, you have nothing to
lose but your blind groping.”

Silence, vision, insight, intuition, subtlety, etc. are
thereintheIndian soil, but they are not accessible simply
to be picked up. Once they were all well devel oped, but
now they lie dormant in potential. One has to become
receptive, value them and cultivate them, until they are
acquired as a settled faculty.
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36. Deep Response from the Divine

The Divine wishesto give us the Deepest Response.
Only that we ask of Him trivial things. Torely on the
Divineinthewor st of circumstancesistheonly condition
for deserving such aresponse. Human loveis cel ebrated
over the ages. One cannot see a famous film or read a
popular novel without the theme of love. Man longsfor
that. The heart yearns for it. If only that is granted, it
gives the pride of life, says a great poet. Mother says
human love is full of selfishness. Friendship, trust,
confidence, good will, goodness, and affection arerare.
If found, they are there over abottle or across the table
of playing cards. Nehru and Patel gave such confidence
to Gandhiji full of love and submission. But they do
not survive the test of life.

Onewho enjoyed such affection from several quarters
felt a fulfilment that is rare and sought no further
advancement in any sector of life. In one of thoserare
individuals, hefound arich fulfilment that wasrare.
Lifecamewith itstest. Thiswas so sacred arelationship
that it was untouched by mercenary selfishness. It only
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enhanced the sweetness of the intimacy. One may rise
above human smallness, but it is not easy to rise to the
divine greatness. The divine test arrived. The human
roseto thefore. It had not put up the usual smallness of
a petty heart, but now gave in to one such claim. The
sacred sweetness was unconsciously sacrificed. The
recipient had staked his all on that proximity. Because
he was a devotee, he did not collapse. He survived, but
was lifelesswithout that source of emotional enrichment.
He could maintain the cheerfulness outside, but inside
he was empty.

Mother says such a moment is the best for calling
Her. The devotee had no strength even to call Her. He
did lose faith in life, not in Mother, but Mother did
not rise asthe same old enjoyable enrichment. Still,
the devotee was resolute in hisfaith, not as austerity or
frustration. But he could not raise his human heart to
that of its old wholesomeness. There was a sudden
development, unexpected. Along with the sacred friendship
was lost all sustenance emanating from managing 100
acres. The sudden development was so sudden that in
fiveminutes, twicethat sustenancewith agreater ownership
wasreadily GIVEN to him. Mother isgreat. That evening,
Shegavethedeepest response. The person who offered
the magnificent response came to the devotee seeking
him and pleading with him to accept five times more
than what was offered that morning. M other gave him
spiritual magnificence, but the foolish human heart
longed for the sweetness of the lost human love.
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37. Yogic Response from the Divine

There are people whose soulsareripe below the surface.
They live an ordinary life on the surface, asthe soul is
not expressing itself. When they come to Mother, they
are filled with a SILENCE one gets after twenty years
of tapas, they hear venuganam, and find the hot road at
1 pm chill with birds singing celestial music, etc. Some
of them come here to Mother and feel an exultation in
Spirit, experiencing seven hours as a half an hour. One
couple cameto have darshan of Mother and Sri Aurobindo
and did not find them in their seats. Instead, they saw
an ocean of Light. The vision of Sri Aurobindo in the
jail when he saw the convicts as Narayana is one such
yogic response.

One sceptical devotee who was unwilling to make
pranamsto Mother saw Her feet golden and was moved.
Another man asked Mother if it was true that She was
Kali, Eswari, Lakshmi etc. Sherevealed to him Her four
aspectsin successionintheoriginal divineform. A young
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lady saw Mother in the terrace Darshan changing into
Sri Aurobindo. A crazy man who had a subtle vision
saw Mother at her 90" age as ayoung girl of 25. When
he saw Her photograph showing Her age, he abused
everyone saying that there was something wrong about
the place. Until he saw Her young age photos, no one
could convince him that Mother was 90.

Mother gives the yogic Response to those who are
yogically ripe. Sri Ramana Maharshi saw a dead body
andtriedtoimitateits poise. Hewent directly into Samadhi,
as he was already Jivan Mukta. Y ogic response comes
as subtle vision, inner voice, spiritual smell, etc. When
people make pranamsto Mother’ s picture, they see Her
emerge out of it with real life.

Indiaisaspiritual land. It isright spiritually endowed
persons develop their spiritual potential. Asthey arein
life, they follow the social or religious path. The time
has cometo discard the routinelife of the material world
or retreat into theforest shunning life. The greatest spiritual
seekers of Indiahavefor years called down Peace, Truth
and Light. When they descend, the race will reach the
heights of its destiny which will take it to unparalleled
heights. The call isto go forth from the soil of India so
that the entire humanity might respond.
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38. Uniquenessisa Type

In the history of the world, we have witnessed power
struggle of all descriptions. Onewho hasall the power
in hisown handsgivingit away to othersisnot heard
of in the history of theworld. Mahatma Gandhiji did
so. Therefore, he was unique. What is unique joins the
list of wonders of the world. It is true some men are
unique, and many things are unique. Its opposite also
is true. Nothing can ever be unique. If you buy arare
camerain your town and it isnot available anywherein
your town or any other town, it does not mean some
company produced only that camer a. Just because it
is not seen anywhere, it does not become unique. Some
company has produced somewhere many such cameras
and one by some chance has reached our town and our
hands.

Unlessthe whol e society unconsciously preparesfor
something, no single pioneer can rise anywhere.
Historically, what was unigque at one time has become
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commonplace later. There is a Gandhiji in each of us.
But we have seen only one Gandhiji. It is easy for man
to consider himself unique. Thosewho have studied human
personality often hear from others or everyone, “I am
not one of those many. | have not met aman like me.
In all modesty, | can say | am the only one who has
this capacity — 1 am unique.” In the writings of great
playwrights or novelists, we rarely meet a character
repeated. It gives us the impression that that character
isunique. Thetruth isuniqueness belongsto a type.

Democracy is an institution that illustrates it well.
The monarch who ruled the country is now found in
each individual who has the power to vote. For a long
timel have beenvainly explainingthisFACT toaforeigner
whenever he is struck by the Indian wisdom. It does
not belong to that one man from whom he hearsit. Itis
there in the entire population. We may wonder at an
Englishman fluently speaking English, but we forget
that everyone in England speaks so. Recently | cameto
know an idealist, an efficient, good man who gave up a
lucrative job to serve the cause he believesin. Thisis
the first time | have met such a one. To me it means
thereareagreat many idealistsin thiscountry. When
such people come to rule the country, India will raise
her head in her original spiritual splendour.
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39. The Newspaper

The purpose of anewspaper isto give newsaobjectively.
Presently news means news of politics. Some newspapers
resort to sensationalism. Others, wishing to set standards
of factual news, develop OPINIONS, which in time
become sacred to them. Those who have done subtle
psychological resear ch into opinionsknow the process
of their formation. It is easy to get into it, not so
easy to get out of it. | wonder how many of usrecollect
occasionsor personswho havereally changed their opinion
OBJECTIVELY, not for acertain gain. Those who run
the newspapers are more pronetoit. To report the news
factually is a great service. To know what that news
represents or will lead to is another affair. It isnot given
to the editor to know it by virtue of being the editor of
anewspaper.

Newspaper is an institution, as our religion or
education or our customs and usage. ldeally, if a
newspaper can feel the pulse of the nation and reflect
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it, readerswon’t wait till the paper is delivered to them.
Then the paper becomesvibrant. Inside the organisation
of anewspaper, thereareall the departments of acompany.
Theonething that will be conspicuousby itsabsence
isthe coordination between those departments. The
editorial is an ivory tower. No one will be allowed to
touchit. A survey in USA found that the best performing
newspapers had the highest level of coordination, especially
with the editorial department. Recently peoplewho wanted
to start anewspaper surveyed 100,000 homes and brought
out adummy. It had a higher reception than expected.
It is one thing to cater to peopl€e’s desires and another
to their needs.

Today, every section of the population is full of
aspiration for a better life. If a newspaper takes only
the positive side of it and copiously reportsit factually,
it will integrate with the population, especialy if it reaches
all over the country. To know that, one should know the
pulse of the population. It is no easy job, as Demming
said, to put thisideaacrossto the editors of a newspaper,
especially itsowner. Reader surveys often disclose that
several news items are only read by 1% of the readers
and there are other items that no one reads. The beauty
of itis, the editorial often valuesthose columns. Cynical
writers, partisan thinkers can become popular, but that
is not the way to build an ideal newspaper.
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40. Value of a Promise

A promise is given to another. A vow is taken for
oneself. A good part of the population has financial
difficulties of all descriptions, at all levels. | can offer
one suggestion to them for immediate temporary relief.
Such suggestions are asold as Thirukural or Ramayana.
Suppose someone has debts from forty people totalling
Rs 87 lakhs and he is now faced with an emergency of
aserioustype for three lakhs of rupees, his getting that
amount is not possible. When someone offers him that
money on an understanding that the next collection will
pay it off, the temptation is not to repay it but to meet
earlier emergencies. What isinvolved isnot money only.
It isthe personality. Should the person pay off whatever
little amount he gets towards the promised payment,
all his 87 lakhs will soon be paid off.

We look at MONEY as money. Money is what the
man makes. It is his personality that attracts money or
repelsit. Someonerelievesyou in an emergency. If you
vow to return the money as you promised to yourself,
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your personality gets strengthened and attracts more money.
In no time, all the Rs 87 lakhs of debt dissolves.

Generdly, those who have perennial money difficulties
will have the following attitudes: 1) As soon as some
cash comesin, they will spend it on some new want of
theirs, 2) they will pay off more pressing debts than the
onefor whichitisearmarked, 3) any clever person around
will take off the money. A small per centage of people
will borrow with adefiniteintention of NOT returning
it. They cannot be commented upon. A rare few have a
way of challenging the lender, finding some flimsy
complaint, “Can you get your money back?’

The finest type in all these cases is one who lays a
trap for someone to walk into so that he can have a
permanent gain. People do not so much do it in money,
but readily do it in a situation that resembles a bargain.
In my experience, they are the meanest of human beings.
With afew of them, | made an experiment — spiritual. |
willingly and consciously entered the trap and they had
the joy of having caught me, but not my soul that had
done the experiment. | emerged unscathed each time.
More than that, life offered a greater reward. In most
cases, | do not know what happened to those who laid
the trap. In afew cases, | did know what happened to
them. | shudder to record what they went through,
sometimes before my very eyes.
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41. Organisation and Opportunities

Theword ORGANISATION isgenerally used to denote
a company or institution. It is rarely understood in its
original meaning, of which there are several. I n short,
it means making the most out of the least. An ICS
officer wrote afamous book on how partition could have
been avoided. As a Revenue Minister of a state with a
Muslim ruler, by organising, he could reduce thekilling
of 100,000 lives to 4000.

At least since 1980, for anyone who has the
development vision, India is a land of infinite
opportunities. It has been so since 1947. People avail
of opportunities only when it becomes a fashion, like
the dog that can only drink of theriver in spate by lapping.
How often havewe heard of IT companiesreaching Rs.400
crores turnover in less than five years? How many
enterprising farmers earn alakh or two from an acre of
land?

If thereis an awakening in India, it is for education
of QUALITY. | have seen Mother’ s devotees surrounded
by immense opportunities of infinite proportions. There
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isenough knowledgeintheworld to makeit apsychological
heaven. Money isin aglut. Evenin USA, aDirector of
agriculture said only 50% of the findings of thelaboratory
reach thefields. InIndia, it isonly 5%. Unemployment
hauntsthe lives of young men where literally thousands
of posts, maybe hundreds of thousands of posts remain
vacant for want of talented personnel. Man followsthe
crowd, takes the line of |east resistance.

To avail of opportunities, one must know them. Go
to a hospital, school, court or anywhere and meet the
senior-most personnel there. Y ou will be surprised to
see they have risen to the top of the profession on
thestrength of their own personality practising what
they have learnt 25 years ago in the college. People
do not take efforts to know the latest opportunities and
when they do, they refuse to practise. Rajiv complained
that in a world where fifteen year old technology is
outmoded, Indiaclingsto 150 year old machineries. New
opportunities constantly appear in technology, products,
methods, openings, etc. People are unconsciousand blind.
Thereisno question of their knowing ORGANISATION.
Mother often said, “Everyday how many complaints |
receive about the waste of money. Are any of you aware
of the enormous amount of higher consciousness | am
pouring on you? It is all totally wasted. Have any of
you brought it to my notice?” We have ahundred times
greater opportunities than we can use. We are not
organised.
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42. TheValue of Choice

We are not aware that we are exercising our choice
every minute. We take it as a way of life. There are
literally thousands of occasions where one can witness
two families—or individual s— of comparable circumstances
at the end of thirty years of career separated by a vast
social distance—oneliving cosily inarural town enjoying
thelocal social status and the other in Delhi or Washington
riding the waves of social prestige in several fields. It
is made possible by the conscious exer cise of choice
at every minute. The short term gain vs. long term benefit;
the occasion to exert vs. the least line of resistance; the
courage to embrace the new vs. the cosy comfort of
tradition; the readiness to risk vs. the sense of security,
etc., etc.

Those who prosper will look at the world from their
highest responsibilities. Those who refuse to prosper
will alwaysattributetheir failureto external circumstances.
A man resigned his government job of Rs. 250 to accept
a temporary post of three months on Rs. 750 in a tea
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estate. The estate owner’ s sound advice was of no avail.
Now with an MA he was eking out hisliving running a
grinder shop. That is the lure of temporary gain called
myopic vision.

Man isnot aware that at every moment heis making
achoice. Buried in infinite opportunities of excellent
success to raise one’'s school to be the very best in
theworld, one makes prudent choices of doing better
than other schools. Thisis so because one expresses
her active violent nerves, instead of using her highly
educated mind. No example is of any service here.

Before your very eyes, you see people rising in a
few years from Rs. 350 income to Rs. 35,000 income
because of good nature. The capacity to complain against
everyone and everything and blaming the horoscope keeps
the other where he was forty years ago. Choose the
RIGHT, theGOOD, thePLEASANT, theVALUABLE
and that isthe ladder for progress. If you complain,
whine, bark, are lazy, compete or ascribe your failure
to others, you constantly slide down. “Itismy rasi,” is
a common comment we hear. | would say it is your
temperament, your choice. Evil, meanness, deceit, violence,
cruelty, tyranny, falsehood, MONEY VALUE, mercenary
attitude, short temper, greed, demand, desire, craving,
suspicious nature, doubt, sloth, etc. have never paid social
dividends.
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43. TheValue of Attention

Attention to people has never failed; rather it matures
into affection. Suppose a company is making meagre
profits, if the owner goes round the company and pays
FULL attention to everyone and everything, before he
finishesthefull round, the profitswill boom. Meteoric
rise in companies occurs when new markets open, or a
new fashion catches the eye of the public. Suppose the
proprietor takes care to teach, instruct, train, inspire his
men to pay attention to time, details, work, rules, order,
perfection, procedure, custom, usage, etc., the sky is
the limit to their growth.

Everyone does not have a company, but everyone
has a family. Families are run on traditional lines of
discipline, obedience, custom, etc. Mostly it is male
domination. Now female domination is emerging openly
or at least subtly. Replace domination by humility,
discipline by self-discipline, obedience by affection,
custom by rational requirement of thehour, and one
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can witness that the family is a spring of JOY and
lifewill initiate itself on the route of rise.

Theoppositealsoistrue. Above average personalities
respond to attention. Below average personalities are
spoiled by attention or recognition. Learn to neglect
them, neglect their best accomplishment, and they will
move heaven and earth to catch your attention. We go
by one rule, attention or neglect. It does not yield the
best results. No one can put a pinch of salt on the tongue
or take abite of chilli. But it issalt that givesthe flavour
to food. Chilli makes many food items adelicacy. The
Andhras have made it an art.

Life, its flavour, its blossoming fragrance, lies in
knowing the proper mix of the opposite qualities. Very
rarely do we see aman marrying awoman of cantankerous
behaviour and creating domestic felicity. Women do it
more, making a pleasant life marrying aloafer husband.
At theoffice, especially in political parties, peoplelearn
to makethebest out of theworst. Especially when alliances
areforged, self-respect, ideal, goodness, etc. are sacrificed
in favour of victory. Instead of doing it for mercenary
reasons, it can be done for idealistic reasons. Man has
learnt the art of making a purely selfless service an
instrument of his selfishimportance. The other way about
is the secret of bringing heaven on earth.
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44. Conceptualisation is
M ental Consciousness

We are unconscious in many ways. When we travel
a short distance in the train, it never occurs to us how
the train arrived and departed in time. There is an
organisation — avast huge organisation — behind atrain
running between two stations or destinations. We do
not normally conceive of it. When explained it will be
an obvious, simple, inescapable fact. Paul Johnson says
the Jews have the gift for thus giving formulation to
new conceptions. M other would say, itistobe‘mentally
conscious'. The result is a mental organisation.

Some 20 years ago aworld famous economi st doubted
whether India could rise out of poverty. Today heisa
Planning Commission Member. He sees the abundant
possibilitiesin the country, but very little could be done.
It is a frustrating experience for him. In 1994 the
International Commission on Peace and Food gave
acall for guaranteed employment in I ndia and converted
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itinto afeasible programmeto produce 100 million jobs
in 10 years. In spite of the Government’ s enthusiasm
about thereport, it became anon-starter. Today the Planning
Commission’s Vision 2020 report repeatsthat call. The
Election Manifesto of the Congress has picked it up.
Another party too has done so. A CONCEPT formsin
the mind when the MIND is conscious. Translated into
fact Indiawill have no unemployment. Once the scheme
isdetailed, it looks obvious and simple. But to conceive
of it, Johnson says, one needs a special genius.

Man’'s miseries are many. He starts from poverty,
disease, ignorance, violence, loneliness, terrorism,
recession etc., because the human MIND is unconscious.
Once the mind becomes conscious, the answers to all
his needs and problems arereadily available. They also
appear obvious. I nvoking M other makesonespiritually
conscious, opening up theinfinite possibilitiesof life's
spiritual opportunities.

Out of the 500 Nobel Prizes awarded since 1901,
more than a hundred have been given to Jews. Thisis
mental clarity. One can practiseit in his own domestic
life, official life, or even in the national life. It is high
timeevery Indian realises that he possesses that capacity,
of course, as a potential which can be devel oped.
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45. Human Conception of God

Man knows God isall powerful and therefore expects
HIM to fulfil all his wishes. He never thinks there is
another sidetoit. Midas asked of God aboon that whatever
hetouches should turninto gold. It resulted in his daughter
becoming a golden statue. Rights involves duties. To
insist on asking for the ‘right’ unmindful of the
consequencesis man’s swabhava. God granted amiser’s
prayer on condition that his neighbour will get double of it.

Mother’ s devotees have seen that whatever they ask
for, She grants. SHE once said that “Man” can ask Her
for anything. When we have 23 prayers, we see that 22
areanswered. Wedon't mind about the onemissing prayer.
Sometime later we notice that that particular prayer is
never answered. It is baffling.

Aslong as our needs are geniune, sincere, what we
need, what we have aspired for long, they al get sanctioned.
There are occasions when we assert our ego, or are
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self-opinionated, or ask for something Mother has
not approved of. That prayer never isanswered, unless
we shed our ego, remove the inner obstacles or realise
our prayer isdirectly against Mother’ s expressed wishes.

A simple question, after the above explanation,
constantly arisesinthe Mind. “| am adevotee of Mother.
My prayers are answered, but not thisone. | melt before
HER inasking for this. Nothing moves. Isit that Mother’s
Power is limited? Sri Aurobindo has answered this
question. In Hislittle book The Mother, Helists 14 ways
in which Man practises self-deception. The very first
condition HE says is that the Grace acts on its own
conditions, conditions of truth, not according to the
demands of the human Mind which is false. To us our
falsehood appears as Truth. We take our desires as our
wants. Duties go before rights, we simply ignore them.
It never strikes us. Only that we know our prayer is not
answered. Surely it will be answered when you cease
to beirrational and do not assert your ego.

I know boys who have not at all prepared well for
the exam disappointed when they fail. It isunderstandable
to some extent. How about boys who have not appeared
for the examination disappointed at failure? That is a
common mental trait.
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46. Person Beyond Per sonality

The word ‘personality’ is used in many senses
sanctioned by the language. It is most commonly used
in asense language does not grant it. A tall, handsome,
well-built person is often described asagood personality.
Any of usor, at least, most of us havetwo setsof behaviour.
One is what we put up outside. The other is what we
are inside. | refer to the first as outer personality and
the other asinner personality. The PERSON lies beyond
both of them. The outer personality rises or falls with
the outer circumstances. Theinner personality too does
it, but it does so privately. We call people of more outer
personality shallow or even silly. People of inner personality
are described as serious people. They give deep
consideration to any thing, plan with foresight and execute
it with capacity.

Sometimes such serious personalities are gripped with
a problem — e.g. depression — and the more they dwell
onit, themoreit grows. We do not realisethat our attention
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to aproblem isenergy. It energisesthe problem. It never
strikes us that if we stop worrying, the problem will
vanish. Someone running a new school was not able to
get electric connection for 2 years, despiteintensive effort.
All the local efforts werein vain. Suddenly afriend of
the management rose to be a member of the Electricity
Board in another state. He took interest in the school
and things began to move. The management was fully
relieved to see the poles, wire and work, etc. They were
told that in two months they will get the connection.
The person in charge was so relieved and felt even two
months is the shortest possible time. He had to leave
the country that week on a Tuesday. On the same day
he received newsthat all the work was nearing completion
and the connection would be given on Monday.

If you are one who often meets with luck, please
recall some eventswhich wer e pleasant surprises. Also
recall, if possible, the state of mind you werein. Invariably
they would have been MOMENTS when you have gone
beyond the outer and inner Personalities. Inlife, such a
moment brings luck. In Spirit such moments bring
GRACE. Thegracethat comesto the per son beyond
theinner and outer personalities, brings happiness
and successin life. It isthe human person. Beyond that
lies the spiritual Person. What he receives is Spiritual
realisation.
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47. Inner Joy

Success makes for happiness; failure gives us sorrow.
Sri Aurobindo says success and happiness are sought
after by lower human emotions. Pious people do their
duty regardless of successor failure. They areinvariably
happy, rather filled with a sense of contentment. There
are other people who are alwaysfound filled with JOY .
They spread joy around. Such people are found at all
levels of life. Inner Joy, permanently established, is
one symptom of a realised Soul. We do not hear of
pensive Saintsor other religious peoplewho are depressed.
Invariably they are happy. Some of them have a
characteristic sweet smile.

Man does cherish money, popularity, status, power
etc. It is equally true that man values inner joy more
than all these attributes. When they are presented as
alternatives — whether you need joy or wealth — how
many will want joy is aquestion. Thisis our religious
teaching or cultural tradition.
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But thereisone more dimension to theinner joy. To
all attributesof lifeand creation — Time, tapas, money,
knowledge etc—weknow of, Sri Aurobindohasadded
a new dimension. Such adimenion is also here for the
inner Joy. That inner joy includesall the higher attributes
of life, e.g. power, health, money, status, wealth, etc.
When | say we can invokethe spirit, without our knowing
it we invoke the higher dimension of human traits. We
know of goodness that is the opposite of evil. What
Sri Aurobindo saysis Self-Existent GOODNESS. It has
no opposite. It existsin the plane where thereisno evil.

South Indian rivers are seasonal. They flow during
the monsoon season only. In North India several rivers
are perennial, which means they flow all the time. The
JOY that | speak of isspiritual JOY. | saiditisinclusive
of all human needs, comforts and affluence. Invoking
the spirit, one attainsto INNER JOY . If heisnot entirely
successful, at the next level he attains material Prosperity.
Hence | called my column “ Spirituality & Prosperity”.

Thereisonemoredimension tothis. | rarely speak
of it. Itiscalled Spiritual Prosperity, generally difficult
to attain. It is attained by a Spiritual discipline. The
only such discipline hereisNOT to take egoistic initiative.
No initiative of oursis free from ego.
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48. Mother Never Punishes

We often hear that, if we arenot right, God will punish
us. The truth there is very little. Gods belong to the
Overmind. They too have guna and swabhava like us,
but they may be in traces. They are not free from ego.
What is true is when we propitiate them and they
arepleased, they are so powerful to grant usanything
they choose. Punishment is not in their scheme. But, if
anyone wishes to offend any God, woe unto him. He
will certainly be cursed or punished as Siva did to the
poet Nakeeran. What istruein our life, our human life,
is we don’t get the results aimed at for want of skill,
interest, capacity, means. When wefail like that we have
away of saying ‘ God has punished me'. Thisisavastly
prevalent psychological superstition.

Mother never punishespeople. SHE doesnot have
the capacity to punish. But thereis* punishment” invisible.
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HER Grace comes down in floods. We are unconscious
of it. Even on the day Supermind descended, NONE of
us felt its Presence. To illustrate this point, | cannot
resort to spiritual explanations, because they are nebulous.
Only example from life can explain it. One truth about
MAN isthat when amanrisesin life very fast, he takes
it for granted. After some time he even forgets it. So
also when aman loses a great opportunity — especially
when it isinvisible — heis not likely to know what he
haslost. A rich man, when hefoolishly spends or invests
or lends, is not hurt by the loss. But the loss is true,
only that it iswithin hisfinancial capacity to withstand
that loss without suffering.

There is no punishment with Mother, but there can
be immense loss of which man is not aware — loss of
opportunity brought by Grace. People of humble origin,
in spite of great talents, are unable to conceive the heights
they can riseto. When they come to Mother, SHE readily
offersthose opportunities. They are often unaware of it
or make a remark like, “I am not so greedy as that.”
That remark is enough to cancel the opportunity in the
subtle plane. It took morethan 10 yearsfor meto understand
this phenomenon. Now, | see other people missingit. |
am unable to explain it to them in their idiom.
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49. Chandrasekaran

For several decades | have been dreaming of writing
a story or making a film to convey the message that
India is potentially richer than any rich nation on
earth. My contacts with writers held in repute by my
peopleled me nowhere. Somewrote after afashion which
| published. At last | myself wrote a “story” which is
really an essay in the shape of a dialogue. It was quite
disappointing. Serialisingitinmy journal, | was surprised
at the welcome it received. Then Bob wrote Legend of
Brahman. | was thrilled by it. It is philosophical.

Chandrasekaran is a devotee who had been to New
Zealand for some time. He writes to me every month.
Except that his handwriting is a fascinating beauty, |
do not know anything about him. Recently he wrote a
story “$100,000” in English. | liked it very much and |
wished several othersto read it. He has created a plot
that touches every man in distress.

Many people reach the frontiers of human misery
and stay there forever. Some manage to emerge out of
it. The territory of human oppressiveness is known to
many, maybeall. ReachingitsbordersMAN isutterly
helpless, loses faith in God, loses faith in himself,
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which is the end of his existence. Mother says it is
the most splendid moment to call Her, since at this
point oneispsychologically unencumbered. Shecan,
at that virgin moment, respond fully and richly to
fill hisbeingwith the Touch the Divinealonecan give.

Chandrasekaran’ s story touched me deeply. | am no
reader of stories, though | have read many for other
purposes. | wanted himto trandateitinto Tamil, if possible.
Hehasdoneit and it penetrated the psychological fabric.
Not able to sleep at 3 am., | tried to read it hoping it
would put meto sleep. It woke me up. | understand the
plot of the story is atrue one.

William Golding, the Nobel Prize Winner, said that
story remains a powerful medium. A story directly
communicatesthecomplex logic of higher lifein simple
words, stirring up one’semotionsthat isexistence. |
feel | should drop a copy of this story at 6 am. before
the door of every house in India, so that Mother will
reach the human hearts to light up the golden flame of
the Supramental light. Itis, | know well, the superstition
of ashallow heart that pridesinitssilly ambition. Mother
does not reach the population like that. Shewaitsoutside
your doorsfor aloving yearning of theinner flame.
I wish to send this book at cost price to those who seek
it, in the sterling hope that the GOLDEN gate in their
own hearts will open to the spiritual splendour of what
the Rishis have given us and what Sri Aurobindo has
raised it to asthe HOUR OF GOD. The booksare published
in English and Tamil under the pen namesWilliam Learner
and Samarpanan.
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50. Eternal Romance

God has created theworld for eternal delight. It
is sought through eternal Romance. Sri Aurobindo
speaks of four major events in the history of earth, in
which he includes Krishna's life in Brindavan. In His
view it is the most glorious Hour in the life of earth,
Romance, however intense or long, ends with marriage
isthe human experience. Spirituality all over theworld
has demanded celibacy. Spirituality is considered asthe
antithesis of Romance. The truth is that spirituality is
the opposite of social, family life, not of Romance, which
is a play of one soul with another soul. For those who
seek domestic joy, a peaceful life of happiness, not
Romance of life, | have written an article of about 100
points and put it on the MSS site on the internet.

If domestic joy can be called a Ph.D., Romance can
be compared to that of agenius. It isthe general belief
that Romance cannot be retained permanently. But, it
is atruth of human life that the human heart longs for
Romance eternally. Isit an unattainable idealism or is
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there atruth there? Man seeks awoman for her physical
charms. Naturally it is transcient, as physicality has a
short-lived truth. A pleasant vital holds endless charms
at adistance, but close proximity undoesit intime. Minds
do not meet asthey alwaystake opposite views. Marriages
last because of social compulsion, particularly because
of children. Romancevanishesintothin air. The physical
eyes seethe beauty, the vital sensations enjoy the pleasant
temperament, both of which can be lost in time. The
Spirit sees ho defects, asit has no defects of its own.
Any defect you seein the other isONLY areflection of
your own defects of which you are unaware.

A young girl fell inlovewith aBuddhaBikshu who,
of course, refused her advances. Shetook to prostitution
and her health broke down. She was on the point of
death. She again met the Bikshu. He took pity on her,
laid her on hislap and stroked her hair in deep compassion.
She said, “Had you done this earlier, | would not have
come to this pass.” Mother says there is no crime
unpardonable. But to us there are crimes of which we
cannot think or hear. But, weforget the spiritual truth
that without that crimein usin somesmall subconscious
measure, it won’t come to us. Couples separated for
long often rejoin and lead a happy life, occasionally a
happier life than before. For the spiritually awakened
eye, there is no defect either outside or inside. Then
life can be an eternal Romance.
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51. Effective Micro-organisms

The small is significant. We realise it only when
things go wrong. The value of thingsis seen only in
their absence. We have heard of micronutrients in
agriculture. When the value of vitamins was first
discovered, medical sciencefound that permanent ailments
could be cured by small doses of the missing vitamins.
A Japanese scientist working in agriculture accidentally
noticed the inherent value of MICRO-ORGANISMS.
He found them effective, devel oped histheory, practised
it and published books on it 10 or 15 years ago. He
caled it EM, effective micro-organism. His theory is
interesting.

To him the life of the soil isinfinitely greater than
what we are using. We use, according to him, only 5%
of the effectivity of the soil. He callsthat part positive.
Opposed to it, following the natural law of opposite
dualities, there is 5% of negative effectivity in the soil.
Therest of the 90% of the soil is neutral. Suppose, for
some reason the positive 5% is increased to 10%, the
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neutral 90% shows atendency to turn positive and that
makes the soil rich. Hesaysit istrueeven if the5% is
increased to 6% . His practice was successful. He wrote
books on it. They were welcomed by an eager market.
Now he says farmers from several countries including
India have started using it. He does not give the name
of the place. His continued experimentsand their increasing
success led him to think that earth’s pollution can thus
be neutralised. He extended his experiments to human
health and even there met with striking success.

Micronutrients are physical. Micro-organisms are of
life — vital — and we can extend it to the MIND. Their
representativein the mind is opinion. Change one opinion
of yours, a miserable life becomes a happy life. There
lies the value of HUMAN CHOICE. Business in the
West isbooming. One of thereasonsisthey have changed
their opinion about the customer. Earlier the idea was
that the customer should buy what is sold or produced.
Now they find out what the customer wants and produce
it. Sales have boomed.

Let us take a family where the atmosphere is
quarrelsome. Let them teach themselves to ook at the
I SSUE from another man’ s point of view. Suddenly all
quarrelswill vanish. When the spiritisawake, it iscapable
of seeing the other man’ s point of view easily.
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52. The Small Significant Thing

To us big things are important, small things are not.
VIPsare attended, othersare formally received. Karna's
earringswere his protective cover. Hanuman giving the
news of Sitato Rama said, “Saw, Sita,” instead of “I
found Sita.” Heisan incarnation of wisdom. Thisincident
is oft quoted for his thoughtfulness. Engineers know
the efficiency of a machine is vastly affected by the
extent to which the parts are perfectly fitted. Inthelives
of great men, there are turning points of great initial
success. Apparently all of them are small events. A rising
star in public life falls down suddenly. What caused it
ismostly aslip of thetongue. Someone wanted a coffee
estate at 3000 feet high altitude. He loved coffee. Now
he hoped to get the very best. The plants did give him
the best, but it was not drinkable. He could not know
why. At that altitude, water boils not at 100° F but at
97°F. That small difference matters.

Someone was using an exercise machine. Asthefloor
wasuneven, therewasasmall tilt, maybe of one millimetre.
The machine broke down regularly once a month,
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occasionally twice. It made him think about the uneven
surface. He inserted a little cardboard underneath the
machine. There was no moretilt. It did not break down
for 2 months.

A man was known for perfection. Whatever he does,
whatever article he produces, will be perfect. But his
company remains small for along time. He attends to
all small things himself. Wherever his attention is not
there, imperfection arises. So, he subconsciously believes
that to maintain the perfection, he needs to be a small
company. We see efficient companies|osetheir efficiency
when they grow big. We also see the public have a
greater confidencein bigger companiesasthequality
will bereliable. The secret of growing in size with the
accompanying increasein efficiency liesinwhat iscalled
ORGANISATION of details.

If you areahighly qualified efficient person stagnating
at the bottom of your organisation, ook into yourself.
Y ou may have the capacity for efficiency but may, out
of frustration, not expressit in your work. Takethe greatest
possible interest in the smallest possible details as a
person newly promoted to be the head of the department
does, no longer you will be there. The outer lifeisa
reflection of the inner life. Capacity to pay attention
to small details requires Himalayan Patience of a
perfectionist. If therewardsare not immediate, one neglects
the details. Paying attention to them brings reward.
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53. The Snob & The Spirit

“1 have worked hard and sincerely all my life but am
still at the bottom.” “I am always successful, but the
results go to another.” “Everyone cheats me, who am
totally honest.” These are statementswe often hear. There
are many more such descriptions. Most of them are
negative, aslifein general is negative. Occasionally we
hear a positive statement: “1 have not done anything
special wherever | have worked, but unseen help from
al quartersused to come. Now, asaresult, | am presiding
over thisorganisation.” There are several such positive
statements, but there are not many examples in our
experience. The truth is that the outer reflects the
inner. People consult their horoscope and console
themselves. Those who ook down upon their inferiors
and those who are servile to their superiors are called
snobs. The latter are called yes men, tale bearers,
sycophants.

There was one such man attached to a well-to-do
family. This man is honest, sincere, hard working, but
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a personification of a snob. He will be in his elements
when he is by the side of hisrich friend. He resigned
his government job, ran a small establishment for his
superior, and earned a huge amount in one year. The
rich friend was quick, anxious to remove this snob on
some pretext, lest he should claim part of the profits
later. He successfully pushed out the snob. The man
was on the street. Life rewards not for your work,
but for what you areinside. The snob went to another
man who generously helped him unconditionally. The
snob cheated his benefactor not of his capital, but his
profits. He moved to a third man with the enormous
profits earned in the second venture. Very soon both
were utterly ruined to their own amazement.

It never occurred to the snob that the latent
dishonesty in him was the cause of the betrayal by
his first partner. His second partner used to tell him
often, “After all, one day you will return to your old
friend who betrayed you.” The snob used to be annoyed.
All that took place in less than five or six years. Now
that life has taught the snob its lesson, though he has
not learnt it, he shamelessly returned to the man who
grossly betrayed him. Not only that, whilein the presence
of the rich man, the snob feels an exultation as of
old. The Spirit responds to a well-formed personality
of self-respect.
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54. Resistance to New I nvention

Orthodoxy, conservation, tradition are the old ways
of life summarised by the modern term ‘ Establishment’.
That the old strongly resiststhe new isthe order of
the day. The old ways of life are so strong, that they
can come back sooner or later, even if removed effectively.
After the French Revolution, Napoleon made himself
the Emperor. Later the royalty was restored. The same
thing happened in England earlier. Even in democratic
countries, the President of the nation behaves like a
Monarch and people at all levels treat him as a King.
Theold is strongly entrenched, not easy to remove. As
late as 1930, the US public opinion was not in favour
of Darwin’ stheory of evolution being taught in the schools.
There was a famous case at that time against a teacher
who taught the principle of evolution.

Those who stick to the old methods won't permit a
little change of any description. About 170 years ago
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the Railways cameinto existence. Christianswho believed
in the sanctity of the Sunday Sabbath would not allow
the Railwaysto operate on Sundays. For several decades
that rule prevailed. In Scotland it was there for alonger
timethan in England. Every innovation — the steamship,
the telegraph, the phone, the radio, etc. — met with the
same type of resistance. Science called it superstition,
but later science devel oped its own orthodoxy. Asrecently
as 1960 when Eisenhower was President of USA, he
disliked the use of phones, though his position compelled
him to use them frequently. Industrialistsintroduce new
technologies, but try to operate them in the old way,
thereby getting the minimal benefit.

Mother calls Sri Aurobindo’s Philosophy NEW
Spirituality. Those who take to Mother happily follow
the new spirituality in the ways of the old spirituality.
Sooner or later, it stopsworking. But the old spirituality
aswell asthe new spirituality are based on Truth. There
never was a compromise on that score. There can be
no two opinionsabout it. We are, in any situation, capable
of distinguishing the truth from falsehood, whether it
istechnology or tradition. Let us not resist the truth in
the name of anything, not even the sacred tradition.
Tradition becomes sacred by its being true, not just by
being tradition. It is an important distinction.

109



Spirituality and Prosperity - V

55. TheValueof TheMother Tongue

The 1950s and 60s were the heydays of Tamil. In
1956 when acollege cel ebrated its centenary, the Education
Minister was the chief guest. The Principal spoke in
English welcoming the Minister. The Minister stood up
and uttered his first word in Tamil and it was greeted
by athunderous applause. Now-a-dayswe hear that Tamil
is dying a slow death. Many children are in English
medium schools where the mother tongue is neglected.
Those students are not able to write Tamil. Some of
them cannot even read Tamil. It is a sad situation but
can only be a passing phenomenon. The age of great
literature and expansive life do not go together. When
life expands, prose, especially commercia prose, expands.
For great literature to be born, the society must be stable
for centuries. It happens only when the society stagnates.

The mother tongue is buried in the subconscious.
The subconscious is saturated with the mother tongue.
Onehearsit al thetime. Great literatureusually emer ges
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in poetry. It does so even in proseto a lesser extent.
Such literature represents the fullness of the writer’s
personality. It does not issue from the surface mind.
What istrue of literatureistrue of music also. Children
can speak many languages. It will be useful. But it all
emanates from the surface mind, which isshallow. There
isno evidence of great literaturein prose or poetry written
in alanguage which is not the writer’s mother tongue.
Sri Aurobindo hasdoneit, asan exception, but we cannot
compare ourselves to Him, though as a possibility it
stands before us.

Teaching the mother tongueis a serious requirement
for any school that wantsthe child to develop abalanced
personality. The mother tongue gives a depth which no
foreign language can give. At times of crisis the first
word isin the mother tongue. A story illustratesit. Some
one who was fluent in many languages took lodgings
in ahouse. The young boyswere anxious to know what
his mother tongue was. One boy poured hot water on
him while he was sleeping and the man shouted his abuse
in Tamil, disclosing that heis Tamil. The mother tongue
cannot die, except when language dies. Those who are
devoted to language know that the beauty one’s own
tonguerevealsisnot perceptibleto himin another language,
in spite of his proficiency.
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56. Guaranteed Employment

When there is a food shortage in the country, there
are no two opinions. Buy, import, grow — food must
be made available to all. There is no point in saying,
“Well, we have to learn to live with the famine.” At
least NOW no government can afford to say that and
still hope to be in power. When food is available and
the man has no money, that FOOD is meaningless.
Abalition of famine meansabolition of unemployment.
So far, no country apart from USSR achieved full
employment. Governments offer sympathies and plead
hel plessness. The bureaucrat can plead hel plessness, as
heisunder the political leadership. Theleader ship has
noright tosay it ishelpless. Thelnternational Commission
for Peace and Food gave a call in 1994 for guaranteed
employment.

A leadership qualifiesto govern the nation only when

it guarantees employment. Planning Commission’ sVision
2020 report callsfor guaranteed employment. It isgreat
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that it did so. There are more than adozen reports submitted
to the Government about additional avenues for
employment. Infact, it has been the experience of every
devel opment pocket, whether it isin Punjab or Coimbatore
or inour tiny isolated rural project in Ramapuram, that
labour is in short supply the moment development of
any typeisintroduced. Even at the time of the 1929-32
economic crises when there was unemployment all over
the world, historians now say USA was in a boom just
prior toit. The crisiswas generated by manipulation in
the money market.

Bharathi shouted from the housetop that nosingle
man ought to go without food. | would go further, not
merely asking for reduced unemployment or even
guaranteeing employment as agovernment programme.
There has to be alegal guarantee for every adult. It is
the fundamental duty of every civilised gover nment
to grant the fundamental right to employment,
amending the constitution for that purpose. It is not
charity, a help, or a service. It is Man’s birthright to
have employment. Theright is hisown because heisan
individual. No one needsto grant it to him as an extension
of courtesy. The society is wider and greater than the
government. The society should ensureit to each individual
by virtue of his being a citizen. To recognise the right
to employment is to recognise the spiritual individual.
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57. Eradication of Poverty

Speaking in Rio de Janeiro at aninternational conference
on pollution, Indira Gandhi said the confer ence should
recognisethat thegreatest pollution comesfrom poverty.
Itisneither wisenor rational for usin Indiato feel poverty
is a problem, when half the world became prosperous
100 yearsago. How differentisMalayasiafrom us? When
did she becomefree?Her incometoday is 30 timesgreater
than ours. Poverty iseradicable and it must be eradicated.
Resources are not wanting. The government can certainly
do it. The population can achieve it. The individual is
capable of it. Every individual who on his own effort
emerges out of poverty is doing a patriotic service.

It isin the eighties that the Tamil population came
to know of the Mother. Precisely it isfrom 1987. | have
witnessed the Prosperity in the lives of those who have
taken to Mother all these years. Anyone of them stands
out from their relatives and friends who have not come
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to Mother. The Government is more a hindrance in this
than a help. In certain areas Government openly blocks
progress. Some years ago the Telephone department would
not restore a repaired phone for weeks. And it has a
hidden cost too. Even officers of the department were
not spared from that “same’’ procedure. A retired soldier
in Maharashtratook initiative to build acheck dam with
thelocal help. Thewater table rose up. Pump setsappeared.
The village prospered.

Lenin saw that the feudal Russia could be made
prosperoushby eectricity in 1917. Hisslogan was Socialism
= Electricity + Soviets. On this death bed while he was
raving in delirium he was speaking of electricity. Every
new innovation like electricity has banished poverty and
ushered prosperity into life. Computer is a 1000 times
more powerful now than electricity in 1917. Any manual
work that takes weeks can be done by the computer in
as many minutes. Time saved is money saved. To try
to arguein 2004 that poverty iseradicableisliketrying
to provethat agraduate can write aletter. If the government
isineffective, if the society isindifferent, theindividual
can banish poverty from hisown life. There are dozens
of methodsthat we arewitnessing. | wishto add aspiritual
dimension to such an effort. That dimension quickens
the process.
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58. Political L eadership

After the world war, the world has not thrown up a
leader of world stature. After the procession of intellectuals
who wanted to shape the world according to their ideas
—Marx, Voltaire, Rousseau, Russell, Sartre—in the last
25 yearsno singleintellectual has attained their stature.
Leadership in war and thought has passed away from
the collective.

This is a phase of social evolution where the
INDIVIDUAL emerges. There was atime when local
chieftains gave place to a national monarch. It was he
who decided on wider national issues as well as local
issues. Later the king’ s power moved away from him to
the local municipalities. Further it moved to the
INDIVIDUAL in matters of religion, education etc.

Presently wehavealeaderlessworld. It only means
the individual is coming into his own. Over the past
few decades the exam system in schools and colleges
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has lost its original purity and standard. Malpractices
crept in and are dominating the field in their own way.
Unconsciously the system, by growing corruption,
has prepared itself for abolition. Politics has taken a
similar turn and we see more and more the initiative of
thinking is moving to the public, which means the
individual is becoming more responsible to the nation.
It is high time that the citizen, at least mentally, must
take greater responsibility for the future of the country.
We do see the phenomenon of public opinion being
taken into greater account.

It is a fact of life that systems held in veneration
lose this aura and their use. They do not disappear all
at once. They grow putrid till they destroy themselves.
USA, which declared its Independencein 1776, signed
thefinal treaty with Britainin 1814, after an interval of
38 years.

The saga of great |eaders has gone and the era of the
individual isbeing born. Mind cannot offer that leadership,
as even intellectuals of that calibre are vanishing. It is
for each individual to become athinker of the nation’s
political future. It is better that that individual is the
Spiritual Individual who invokesthespirit and lives
by that Spirit.
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59. The Age Old Wisdom of Man

‘United we stand, divided we fall’; ‘ Truth alone is
important’; ‘Without values the world cannot sustain
itself for a moment’; ‘Honesty is the best policy’; and
innumerable other such truths are obvious to all of us.
We also know that it isan inescapable fact. But theworld
needs a Buddha or a Jesus to show the way of Love, a
Harichandra to demonstrate the significance of Truth
before the entire population could accept it as away of
life. Historians, British judges, educationists, travellers
have testified to the utter truthfulness of the Indians a
couple of hundred years ago. The process by which the
leader arrives at such asimplething as Truth asthe all-
important value of lifeis called Conceptualisation.

We know that when the customer is pleased, one’'s
business grows. But only in the last 50 years, the West
has discovered its value. In India, still, it is not yet a
dominant value. An intellectual analyses the obvious
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facts how the pleased customer buys more and returns
more often to the same shop. He discovers 10 or 20
parts of the fact and provesto himself that it is necessary
to please the customer. Such an analysiswill bevaluable
only for him. He further extracts the essence of all
thosefactstoarriveat theideabehind. All thoseideas
together become a CONCEPT. The world is able to
appreciate such aconcept, but not willing to follow one
man’ sexperience. The market acceptstheideaof customer
satisfaction and begins to grow.

The Force | speak of can change the finitelife of
Man into one of infinite higher consciousness. It is
the experience of many who have come into contact
with that Force. The question is whether it can be
formulated into a concept and presented to the wide
world so that humanity can be ushered into not only
material abundance, but also inner spiritual well-being,
thus solving the problems of both the East and the West.
Before such aconceptualisation is presented to theworld
—asimpleformulaof eter nal well-being —its numberless
components are to be individually explained. When it
isthusarrived at, it will bean obvious Truth, aninescapable
fact, i.e. Utter Truthfulnessisthe basis of material
aswell as Spiritual Prosperity.
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60. Thelnvisible Resour ces

Thevisibleresources of coal, oil, etc. are shrinking.
Theinvisibleresour cesareinfinite. Agriculture, industry,
trade, education, commerce, politics, spirituality, etc.
arethe many sectors of the society. Onehistorical Truth
isthat if any ONE of these sectorsarefully developed,
it can make the nation rise to the top of the world.
Oil has made many a nation rich. It is trade that led
Britain to apre-eminent position for two centuries. Japan
is devoted to its Emperor and has been known for its
code of honour, which is expressed in the quality of
products she makes. With over 100 million population,
Japan, through that one value, could rise to become the
second biggest economy in theworld. The Netherlands
is, perhaps, the 7" richest country inthe world. Itstrump
isagriculture, especially floriculture.

These are not nations that were developed by their
governments. Rather, they became eminent due to the
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culture of their people—trade culture, culture of honour,
etc. InIndiathereisan awakening inthefield of education.
It is not yet visible in agriculture or trade or athletics.

While all these are very true, we have one greater
field, thefield of Spirituality. It isafield that embraces
al the other fields. Export developed in one city of China
equalsthe whole of Indian exportsin volume. Singapore
isanisland of 24 square miles. Shetook advantage from
being an essential port. Her per capitaincomeis50 times
that of India. Resour cesareinfinite, though invisible.

It need not take centuries for India to become
Prosperous. It can be done in a much shorter period.
Instead of submitting valuabl e reportsto the government
on which it is incapable of acting, the INDIVIDUAL
can take up this theme in his own life and make it a
reality. A reader who was contended suddenly found
his brothers are making lakhs and lakhs of rupees. It
made him think and writeto me. The experienceof his
brothers only shows the resour ces are endless. One
whoisdetermined to achievethegoal hesetsfor himself
can do so. The progress of theindividual isthe progress
of the nation.
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61. Eternal Romance

The heart longs for love. Few of us are endowed
with a heart that can go on with its love without
receptivity from theother side. The passionate youthful
sensation man has cometo call loveisincapable of seeing
anything other than the charm in the other person. When
knowledgeable people point out the veritable defects
of the other one, thelonging refusesto seeit. Or it imagines
it has the capacity to overlook such defectsin the other.
In such a mental context, Romance is sustained, even
grows in intensity. The longing is for an emotional
fulfilment that implies purity in the other. That istrue
Romance in spirit, rather in the idealism of Spirit,
not in the domestic realities of daily life.

Spiritually, heistrue, hisheart istrue, hislongingis
true. He assumes perfection in the other from adistance,
not knowing the other is a true spiritual reflection of
what he is inside. Or, the other is the true spiritual
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complement of what is there in his depths. Closeness
discloses flashes of reality. In the intensity of hislove
that cannot wait for amoment for its consummation, he
doesnot think. Heisunableto think. He actsimpulsively,
ready to give up hisall, whatever that all is.

Occasionally we come across peoplewho after several
years of marriage feel the original intensity of romantic
attraction for the other. Thisis so because he who was
unable to see the other side of the other person at a
distance, now decides NOT to see the other side. Capacity
to see the defects of the other as a reflection of one’'s
own inner defects gives this strength NOT to see the
defects of the other. Therefore Romance survives.

One who hasthe spiritual ability NOT to seethe
other’s defects or seesthem as a reflection of one’'s
own inner status can eternally retain that view. In
that case eternal Romance is born. In cases where that
view existseternally, it is seen as excellent good manners
of gentlemanly GOODWILL. That yields domestic joy
untinged by the grudging inner complaint or reservation.
Should there be purity of inner sincerity and this view
of inner—outer correspondence, theresult iseternal felicity
issuing from theinner spiritual knowledge that the other,
the other alone, is one’ s true spiritual complement.
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62. Spiritual Intelligence

In World War |11 Hitler had more than a thousand
bombers, while Britain had only a few hundred. The
British won the war not on the strength of their army or
armaments, but on the strength of their courage, will
and determination, all of which are Spiritual expressions
in themind and nerves. Intelligence information reached
them about the production factories of Hitler. One piece
of information wasthat Hitler produced all theball bearings
for various equipmentsin aconcentrated industrial area.
It struck a resourceful engineer that if that area could
be destroyed, all Hitler’sfuture military production for
the war would come to a standstill. How to embark on
an expedition with so little against so formidable an
enemy? The prospects inspired one commander of the
Air Force. The dangerous mission was undertaken with
twenty bombersin daylight and the target was destroyed
with aloss of only one plane. It was a crucial turning
point in the course of the war.
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We know the story of Ganapathi winning the race
against his brother by going round his parents, while
his brother travelled all the way around the world. To
know that the WORLD existsin hisown parentsis
Spiritual Wisdom. The prize Ganapathi got was amango
fruit. The Mother calls the mango divine wisdom. To
know the enemy’s one vulnerable spot that can totally
destroy himisspiritua intelligence which gives protection.
Thisisanegative asset. Thereis also apositive side to
it that reveal s one subtle spot of our lifethat canraisea
man to Himalayan heights.

The biography of any successful man dwells on this
aspect of hischaracter. | offer no example, asitiscommon
knowledge. How to know that subtle secret in onesel f?
Invocation of spirit makes the impossible possible. He
who makesthe invocation asarule of lifewill be slowly
but steadily ushered into the atmosphere of the Spirit.
Asauniversity of intellectual climatereleasesone’'s
mental intelligence, a spiritual atmospherewill enable
us to acquire Spiritual intelligence. It is spiritual
intelligence that leads us to know and use the subtle
spot of opportunity and luck in our life.
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63. Perfect Form

Beauty in one generateslovein another, asbeauty
expresses the form of perfection. Those who have
described creation aslilasaw it asan expression of ananda.
Sri Aurobindo explainsthat God seeksto create the perfect
FORM in the world so that the objectless ananda will
expressin objects. Hefurther explains that when ananda
descends into our mortal human world, it does so as a
flash. It isfleeting. It has nho permanence. It is Matter
that gives that flash of ananda permanence. When
Matter acquires perfection in FORM, it is capable of
retai ning the descending Anandaforever. In our language,
heaven comes down on earth abolishing suffering, rather
transforming suffering into Joy. Hence the importance
of FORM.

In our religious traditions the founders of temples
wererealised Souls. The statueswere carved by visionary
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rishis in the guise of craftsmen. God would not come
into the statueif it had aflaw, however small. There are
a good many stories of metal statues not acquiring a
perfect shape and how God cameto their rescue. Pictures
of Gods, if they are not perfect, will giveriseto difficulties
at home is our tradition. People used to bring pictures
of Sri Aurobindo or busts to Mother. Mother used to
disapprove of most of them. Mother did not readily approve
of one such bust brought to her, but the importunities
of the sculptor made Her accept it. In one case where
She reluctantly accepted such a bust, she ordered it to
be put in His Room, but She ordered a light put at a
certain place so that light would fall on the bust and
cast ashadow on thewall. Theimperfect looking bust
cast a PERFECT shadow on the wall.

Even though for our untrained eyes the bust does
not look perfect, Mother was abl e to see the hidden subtle
perfection of FORM the scul ptor had seen. She brought
it out by fixing a light. It is a common experience of
devoteesthat the same picture of the Mother in one house
looks bright and in another house looks dull or even
dark. That isareflection of theintensity of devotion of
the devotee.
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64. Work that Energises

Work needs energy. When awork is completed, we
feel tired. Mother saysthat at the end of awork, one
should not feel tired if we havetheright attitude to
work. Asusual Mother isdifferent here also. Concentration
means dwelling on oneself. When awork comes to us,
wedo not identify ourselveswith it. We seeit ascoming
from outside. That way we concentrate on ourselves and
the work becomes a burden. The more we concentrate
on ourselves — our self-interest — the more frustrating
thework is. Instead, when we concentrate on the work,
work moves on smoothly, time flies and we do not feel
tired at the end of it.

Successful people not only concentrate on the work,
but identify themselves with the work. Churchill’s
secretaries used to fall asleep when he went on dictating
after midnight. Nehru used to work | ate, sometimes going
upto3am. Thisistruenot only of great men, but of
all of uswhen wetake a great attitude to work. The
man who is selfish takes selfish interest in the work.
He too is energised. lago in Othello was an evil man,
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known for his motiveless malignity. He was scheming
late at night and actively. Suddenly he saw it was dawn.
Even evil people when they LOSE themselves in work
find the work not tiring. Sometime it is energising too.
It will be agreat boon if one can feel NOT tired at the
end of the day and a greater one if he is overflowing
with energy after a day’ s work.

Inthe US elections, the Presidential candidates work
almost al night. They havethe energy derived from selfish
or party interest. Once the campaign isover, especially
unsuccessfully, they collapse. Normally in the work we
doroutinely, thereisagreat scopeto improve the skill.
Our skill levelsgenerally are at 60 percent or 70 percent.
Once you acquire a shade more of skill in one aspect of
the work, you will see the work is not tiring. It has no
end. To move from 70 percent of skill to 95 percent of
efficiency is possible for all of us. At that level there
will be job satisfaction and unflagging energy. To go
beyond the 95 percent, each one percent of improvement
will appear to require a Himalayan effort. That effort
itself is energising. Suppose you reach 99 percent
perfection and you are determined to reach 100 percent.
Y ou will discover that to cover that last one percent,
you need as much energy as you spent in reaching 99
percent. It is so because he who touches 100 per cent
perfection moves from the human effort to spiritual
energy, which isendless.
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65. Value of Good Manners

Anything good is of value. Some people are uniformly
charming and others are not. When a new chief takes
over, his manners will be decided upon mostly in the
first few days. Manners are of the surface and matter
little when issues of importance arise. Still, real good
manners have great valuefor one’ s career. Speaking about
the stale customs of the society, someone said, “On
birthdays everyone wishes ‘Happy birthday’ to you. It
isinsipid and stale, but on my own birthday | have found
it valuable and inspiring, knowing full well it isjust a
custom. When someone does not so wish, it constitutes
agrievance.” India, particularly Indian commerce, will
take strides if only it acquires good manners in trade.
To fill an order in time, to acknowledge an order with
thanks, not to send what isnot ordered, to keep the customer
informed of the despatch, to despatch the documentsin
time, and taking care that all the documents are provided
are all SMALL matters, but foreign buyers know how
deficient the Indian traders are in these matters.
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Such deficiencies|ead to theloss of customers. One
learnsmannersat home, at school and college. An American
diplomatic official, having met an economic expert of
his country, arranged for a seminar on devel opment I ssues
at an old university. The professors who were invited
had not the courtesy to listen to the speaker, but started
talking among themselves so loudly that the speaker
could not be heard. Almost everyone in the audience
took pleasure in telling the chief guest how India had
been exploited by the British — a subject not related to
the topic — and how aforeigner had no right to speak of
the development of India, which wastheir country, and
of which they knew more than anyone. The speaker was
speechless, and the organiser wasin despair. The seminar
wasover without the chief guest ever delivering hisaddress.
Thediplomat confided to his guest speaker, “ | will not
put you to this embarrassment again. | am sorry. | shall
not repeat this mistake of inviting adisplay of the manners
of university professors.”

Having invited an Aurovillian, a similar exhibition
of mannerswasdisplayed by alawyer member of aLions
club. The speaker was interrupted at each sentence,
provoking him to say, “1 can speak for 17 hoursin spite
of suchinterruptions.” Mannersarevaluable. Ordinary
men with no special abilitieshaverisen toworld fame
solely on thestrength of their exceedingly good manners.
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66. TrueValuesareTruly Valuable

Man may err in his observation and understanding,
but life does not. Some peopl e are successful everywhere;
othersare unsuccessful everywhere. There are some who
are successful in work but not in family affairs. We see
cases of the opposite description. Of such people we
hear comments, “The man is responsible, sincere, and
hard-working, and he meets with success in his office
work uniformly, but in the affairs of his family heisa
dismal failure. He is unable to find a good match for
his children, though money is not a problem.” People
arebaffled. Hetoo sharestheir view. Any of us know
of some cases like this. It requires a perceptive eye,
which subtle life knowledge gives, to reach the truth
behind. For some reason known or unknown to him early
in his married life, he would have accepted every
appearance of responsibility and decided NOT to betruly
responsible.

Therichest landlord in that part of the district,
who had been MLA, had not married his daughter
with an M.A. until she was 35. Early in his married
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life he was sour with his brother-in-law and had not
allowed his wife to visit her people until that brother-
in-law died. Thisincident developed abitternessin him
which extended to his daughter through hiswife. Those
who know the family circumstances may have had a
glimpse of this truth.

A man who has never stolen is not called honest.
Oneishonest when heisincapable of stealing. Honesty,
loyalty, sincerity, responsibility, reliability, etc. cannot
be easily pretended. But those with excellent good manners,
especially inherited from the family, are often capable
of irresponsibility, while giving the appearance to everyone
in every aspect of responsibility.

Life never errs. Itsresults show what you really
areinside. Life does not reward your appearance,
but it truly reflects what you are inwardly. One can
deceive others. Maybe oneis clever enough to deceive
oneself. But life cannot be deceived. What a man
accomplishesin lifeisatrue expression of hissincerity.
But theseirresponsible peoplewill be certainly responsible
in other areas. Selfish men, though irresponsible
everywhere, will surely succeed whenever they do
something for themselves. For a selfish man, whether
itishimself, hiswork, hisfriendsor hisfamily, wherever
hefeelsresponsible, hewill have a magnificent response
fromlife. Mother too follows each person’ s own swabhava
in responding to him.
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67. The Power of Chastity

Mother once saw afilm about Anusuyain which she
turned the Tirumurthis into children. She said it was
lovely towatch the power of Anusuyainvoking the Supreme
Being — Brahman — to render the petulance of the gods
null and void. In that sense, the Rishis are sometimes
more powerful than Gods. The Power of Anusuyawas
thepower of Chastity. Nalayini conquered Time, while
Savitri restored the life of Satyavan, but Anusuya could
overcome the Tirumurthis. The components of chastity
aremany. Thetwo that stand out are will and its goodness
— good will.

Man crosses over from the human domain to that of
the divine domain when he attains perfection in any of
his capacities. The historian Will Durant saysthat chastity
had its originsin property. No man would like to give
the property he earned to another man’s child. To secure
that property, the woman had the necessity of proving
tothe Man that it was hisown child. According to Durant,
that is the origin of chastity. He adds there is no word
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for male chastity in any language. That is the social
part of it. Psychologically, chastity isloyalty to the spouse,
a reliable behaviour towards the other. An unreliable
man or woman cannot go far in life. Spiritually, chastity
isnot only for thewoman. It isalso for the Man. A man
who is not chaste cannot come near the divine. Actually
itisnot only that chastity is demanded of him, but heis
expected to practice celibacy, brahmacharya. | would
like to consider its significance to the householder, both
men and women.

Man or woman in life loves to rise. Chastity in
thisrestricted domestic senseisapower ful instrument
for career development. The main strand of thisispure
original GOODWILL to the spouse. Absence of ill-will
isnot what | call good will. Selfish good will is greed,
and will not have that power. To generate GOOD WILL
for another isnot in human power, except for good souls
born with it. It will not get generated easily. But it is
not enough. It must be pure, pure of mercenary motives.
Further, it must reach an intensity that is capable of
crossing the human limit and passing into the divine
arena. Should acouple develop such original, pure, intense
Goodwill for each other, whatever they attempt will be
easily accomplished. In families that rapidly rise, we
seethistype of goodwill present, after afashion, during
the period of that growth.

135



Spirituality and Prosperity - V

68. Standard Operating Procedures —
SOPs

A good number of small scale units fail and never
recover. Thereasons arevarious. Oneimportant reason
is the owner gives the manager instructions where
he should give training. When you give instructions,
it is al clear in your head. The instruction often has
five parts, at other times fifteen parts. When you ask a
man to do two things, he does the first and forgets the
second. Or he does the second and overlooks the first.
Workers, managers are capable of doing one thing
at atimewhileany work requiresfiveor ten or even
twenty thingsto bedonefor theresult toissue. Observe
yourself from this point of view, you will often discover
you arelike them. Thetruthistwo-fold. First, wherever
we have experience, we never miss even one out of 12
or 15 items needed to complete the work. Second, in
any new work, we always do one or at best two and
forget the rest.
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Out of long experience, onelearnsto do all the parts
of awork without fail. Training removesthisdeficiency.
SOPs were developed in the West a hundred or more
years ago to avoid this difficulty. In our country, SOPs
are unknown. A man came out of the swimming pool in
a Marriot Hotel and asked the pool lifeguard about a
film in the nearest theatre. The guard readily answered.
The customer was glad. The customer took it to be a
lucky coincidence that the guard knew of the film. What
he didn’t know was that in the SOPs for the lifeguard,
one point was he should know all the filmsin the local
theatres.

Take any simple work and write an SOP. You will be
surprised that any single work breaks down to 15 or
even 20 parts. To be able to write down the parts of any
work isan essential knowledge onwhich aflawlesstraining
can be given. In a company, there will be 150 to 200
functions. Should an SOP be written for each of them,
therisein efficiency will be more than 100%. A closed
unit can easily reopen on that score. Of course, the SOPs
need to be implemented. No company that makes its
workersand officerswrite SOPsand trainsthem on
them can ever fail. A below average family can become
an above average family if it is willing to accept this
disciplineforever.
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69. The Importance of Memory

Those who have poor memory are surprised at those
who have good memory. An employer went to Madras
and wanted to call an officer from another company who
had visited him 15 days earlier. He called his office in
his home town and asked his secretary there to look for
the officer’s card and tell him the phone number. She
told him the phonenumber from memory. The proprietor
was surprised because the girl had taken the card and
put it into the drawer when the visitor called. How could
she do this feat?

“Give me thirty minutes and | shall make you an
expert in memory,” says an article by an expert.* This
expert met an American whose memory was poor. The
expert showed him alist of more than fifteen names of
disparate articles and asked the American to memorise
thelistin order. The American took sometimeto memorise
thelist. Hetried to reproduceit. He could only remember
half the list and could not repeat them in the correct
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order. The expert asked him whether he could recall
thelistinreverse order. Only oneitem cameto hismind.
“What is the name next to pen? What name precedes
clock?” There was no answer. Then the expert took
30 minutes to explain his method of visual images
and asked the American to practicethe method himself.
At the end, the American could recall the list backwards
and forwards exactly without error.

The expert has several methods. By one of those
methods, he made his seven-year-old daughter memorise
a 200 digit number in one hour. By another method, he
could memorise awholelaw book. Memory isno problem
for many. For those who have poor memory, it can
makethem afailurein life. The method issimple. There
are hundreds of such methods the world knows. These
were developed, he says, by the Indian sages, Egyptian
priests, Greek thinkers, etc. The superhuman memory
of Vedic scholarsisbased on one of these methods. Man's
endowments are enormous, the help he can get isendless.
Only that he does not know his own potential. To know
one’'s own potential is self-awareness. Spirit invoked
increases one's self-awareness and lays bare all the
potentialsin him.

* (The article on Memory Power can be found on the
website: www.motherservice.org/spirituality_in_life.htm)
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70. The Spiritual Atmosphere

“Aspiration awakes in me, achieve in me all that |
flame for,” wrote a sadhak 70 years ago. In that piece
of writing he says, “Y ou have given me more than what
| ignorantly asked for.” | have always been saying
the Divine never gives what we ask for, but always
givesmor e. Thisexcessisthe stamp of the Force that |
talk of. Not only that, this Force gives what we do not
ask for. It goes further. It gives what we do not know
exists as a possibility in our lives or in life. Someone
was employed well and came into this atmosphere, took
to it seriously, and saw that surprises in life are ever
present. She had her share of problemswhen shefaltered,
but recovered swiftly. Then she made up her mind NOT
to move out of the atmosphere whose novelty and creativity
was a standing wonder to her.

Her office offered voluntary retirement scheme with
its known features of attraction. There was one more
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dimension. All those abovefifty wereentitled to avail
of it and would be paid the full salary they would
earn during the rest of their service. When you are
in the atmosphere of the Spirit, things happen like this.
To us, it isasurprise, a convenience, an extra benefit
and we accept it as such with pleasure and gratitude.
To the Force, it is the only way it knows how to act in
our lives. It can never give you only what you ask for
or know to be usual. We understand it as the Power of
this Force. If you are philosophically minded, you would
know it isthe characteristic of Infinity.

The Gitasays, “ It moves NOT, but It isalways ahead
of you.” The Upanishads say, “ When the complete is
taken out of the compl ete, what remainsisthe complete.”
That is how Infinity is defined. In mathematics, thisis
basic knowledge. Sri Aurobindo says Infinity is there
not only as a concept of mathematics, but it is therein
Mind, Life and Matter. To understand that when the
Voluntary Retirement Scheme offers all the salary one
would earn during the remainder of service it is an
expression of the practical concept of Infinity isto
understand this Force in life. If one is determined to
avail of this Force and USE it only positively, every
aspect of life outside and inside will take on this aspect
of getting more than what one hasignorantly asked for.
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71. Inflow of Money

In the 58 stories of Sherlock Holmes, not one client
pays him AFTER his work is successfully completed.
Holmesasksfor feesfrom the king who sought his services
and two other people. Itisnot in human natureto voluntarily
pay for servicesrendered. Eur opean cultureprevents
peoplefrom getting paid for services, especially of a
higher type. It isan American principle to pay for any
servicerendered. InIndia, cultureisbased on spirituality.
An ago-old custom compels us to offer free service.
Payment for services rendered offends the cultural
sensitivities of the common man. It hasall becometheory
now in practice. But we often hear people saying, especially
when they offer a service, that they are not working for
money.

Many people pay lip serviceto aforgottenideal. Some
truly live the ideal in Spirit. Those who are sincere do
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not often give expression to their belief. A talented young
man took to national service outside politics, ashisfather
prepared him all hislifefor idealistic, patriotic service.
Wherever he went, people in great number listened to
him for hours. He was dedicated to creating |eadership,
preparing young men for an entrepreneurial life. In pursuing
thisideal, he wasto work with big companies promoting
their products. He found himself earning enormous
amountsof money in this process. His sensitivity was
offended. He gave up projects that earned alot.

Greater projects came his way. He was determined
not to receive money in return of service. He discovered
far greater amounts of money flowed in. There was another
silent person who, like this gentleman, believed in service.
Heworked on his own and made very good money. When
histalents attracted greater income, he preferred to offer
themfree. Thereare at best ten or twenty ways of abolishing
Indian poverty. But the truth in the above two cases
speaks of the truth of MONEY for a spiritual person.
Onewho veneratesthe age-old wisdom and spiritual
culture of offering services FREE sincerely will be
flooded with money. That may bethe spiritua organisation
to generate infinite cash for which one has no real use.
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72. Higher Consciousness

The successful animal hasalower consciousness than
an ordinary man, as hisis human consciousness. Divine
consciousness is higher consciousness. Human
consciousnessislower consciousness asagainst thedivine
consciousness. Evil consciousness is lower than good
consciousness. Variationsin human existence are without
an end. When people take to this Force, they suddenly
discover that prayers so far unanswered are answered.
Theusual experienceisall but one out of 10 or 25 prayers
will be answered. That one will have a block in one’'s
temperament or character. A few discover that ALL
their prayersare answered, asthey try to understand
their problems from Mother’ s point of view.

Around them a group of people gathers, as anyone
coming to them with a problem finds it solved. They
become popular, happy, expansive and their lives blossom.
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Such people can either be selfish or selfless. Even selfless
people, beyond a certain limit, tend to become selfish.
The success continues but will turn into selfish success.
Thelir selfishnessor selflessness can also be conscious
or unconscious. Once they lose their selfless attitude
and cross into selfishness, their highly successful life
becomes one of low consciousness as it is centred in
selfishness. They cannot discover it, as they are
unconscious. In that case, the problems they solve in
others' lives will slowly begin to appear in their own
lives and will defy solution.

Such alow consciousnesswill enter into usthrough
one of the selfish values. Some of them are secrecy,
inability to givein, pride in being adevotee of Mother,
pride in accomplishment. The process of human
development is subtle, imperceptible and complex. No
amount of prayer or offering or servicewill solve problems
thus generated. Sincerity will remove the problem
instantaneously. To know oneisselfish and acknowledge
it fully requires a sincerity that is rare. A keen inner
observation will show at what point we have moved away
from Mother to our own Ego.
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73. Inner Richnessthat is
Spiritual Fullness

Thosewho haveworked at the Matrimandir in Auroville
know that when they go out for more than two or three
days, an inner longing develops to return to it. Having
experienced the touch of the Sprit in their own inner
Spirit, they cannot stay away longer than a few days
from their centre of inspiration. Asians, Indians who
set foot in a Western country, especially America, feel
they have gone to a paradise on earth. Someone toured
theworld preaching hisreligion. Hewasimpressed beyond
expression by the prosperity of the West. He said, “The
prosperity of the West is phenomenal, but in America
thereisagreat vibration which | am unableto explain.”
The USA in many ways is trying several experiments
insocial evolution. So sheisinthe evolutionary vanguard.
The secret of the great vibration the missionary felt lies
there.

An American lady who had stayed here for yearsin
Pondicherry in Mother’s atmosphere had to return to
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the USA, as her visa had expired. She had to remainin
the USA for several yearsbefore she could return. While
here she had not conducted herself as a devotee strictly
following Mother’ srules. Shelived in her own personality,
but in Mother’s atmosphere. Out there in USA, lifeis
materially rich, abundant, with clean and quiet cities,
but she longed to return to the old atmospherein India.
When shereturned she heaved a sigh of relief, but resumed
her own old personality, taking no effort to follow Mother
in any particular way, except to read all of Mother’s
writings with interest in the original French. After five
years there was a call from her family to visit them.

She undertook the trip for three weeks. Though her
personality had remained the samein thelast five years,
she was working for Mother, i.e. she moved from Her
atmosphere to Her work, but the personality remained
the same. Therewas no effort to change her own personality
as Mother desires. To her great surprise, she found her
native USA evenricher than before, the shopswere bigger,
towns quiet and clean, money flowed more freely than
ever. But this time, the inner emptiness felt in that
earthly material Paradise was so choking that after
a week, she almost decided to return. She did stay
for the three weeks, but every passing day increased
the yearning for return.
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74. Thereis No Evil

All the philosophies of theworld havefailed to explain
the existence of Evil. The Vedas and Upanishads too
failed there. The Upanishads said All is Brahman. Having
said so, it amounts to saying that Evil too is Brahman.
Sri Aurobindo devotes a full chapter of about forty
pagesto explain the origin of Error, Falsehood and
Evil. Brahman has not created in the world anything
but Ananda. But evil, cruelty, tyranny, etc. arerealities
of life. He saysevil isreal to the ego and has no inherent
reality initself. For one who has come out of ego, there
isno evil to be seen. Wars are horrendous for us where
millions of lives are destroyed. Once you come out of
€go, you see war is Nature' s method to hasten the process
of evolution and the souls of those who die, diein bliss.

We know of the positive and negative. We accept
the positive and denounce the negative. Sri Aurobindo
saysthat thereis nothing negative. Positive and negative
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aretwo partsof a single whole. Experience of the negative
gives the keener and fuller intensity to the positive to
enjoy the whole. Experienced people in business say
unlessyou have lost money, your experienceisincompl ete.
To us, the convict isaperson to be avoided, because he
isnegative. During the 19" century, England and other
countries sent their convictsto Australia. Today Australia
isoneof therichest nationsin theworld. It isthe convicts
who built up aprosperous civilisation. Singaporeisrich.
Originally, it was Indian convictswho built up Singapore.
If convicts are evil, we must accept that good comes
out of evil.

If you are past forty, try to recollect in your childhood
children unanimously branded as evil. Today you will
find most of them, maybe all of them, better placed
in life than the children described as Good. Indian
wisdom enjoins on us NOT to inquireinto the origin of
aRishi or ariver. Valmiki was a dacoit. Robert Clive
was an evil youth. Hefounded theworld’ slargest empire.
Sri Aurobindo’s yoga is a yoga of transformation. He
calls Evil the greater good. He wants man to surrender
to God so that God can transform the * Evil’ of theworld
into Good. He who can see the Truth here and live
uptoit canrisetothegreat heightsof life, ashewill
recognise the deepest evil in himself.
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75. Wisdom After the Event

When apuzzling problem harasses one, everyonetries
tohelp himwith anidea, butinvain. At last when somehow
the problemis solved, its solution looks simpleand obvious.
To know what isobvious after the event beforehand
is wisdom. It is said anyone can suggest meaningful
alterations to a house after it is built, asit requires no
intelligence. To do so before the construction, one needs
forethought.

The success of the Congress has taken the nation by
surprise, but before the elections that was not evident.
Maybe before the elections it was true that Congress
faced adebacle. A week before the elections, Congress
declared that employment should be guaranteed. They
went one step further to announce that after the elections,
at the very first Cabinet meeting, adecision will betaken
to guarantee employment. | do not know how the Congress
arrived at this decision. A senior economics advisor to
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the Congress proposed that a commission should be set
up to eradicate poverty and unemployment. He too did
not expect Congressto win the elections. The movement
of social evolution all over theworld istowards full
employment. Congress |eadership hasrecognised this
trend and thrown their lot along that line. So, the
evolutionary energy has changed a negative election
atmosphere into one of positive atmosphere. Anyone
can bewise after the event. But very few can be so before
the event. If you want to acquire that wisdom, recognise
the direction in which the nation and society are moving
and take your decisions accordingly.

The Futureisfor freedom, not superstition; it isfor
the emancipation of all the downtrodden, not for the
oppressor; is for modern technology, not for hundred
year old technology; it is for youth and children, not
for theold; it isfor knowledge, not for degrees; itisfor
honesty and integrity, not for corruption and nepotism;
itisfor self-giving, not for selfishness; itisfor democracy,
not for dictatorship; it is for the pioneering individual,
not for the superstitious tradition; it is for MAN, not
for MONEY: ; itisfor thinking, not for memorisation; it
isfor anoriginal ideal, not for the powerful organisation
built around it. The Future is for Spirituality, not for
religion and religious rituals.
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76. How the Mind Under stands

Understanding meansto know more about something
or to know what you have not known. Mind understands
by reading; the body understands by doing; a child
understands by growing. It is by experience one
understands. | am talking here about the strange
experience of Mind when it seeks for its greater
under standing by courting the opposite. That leads
to agreater understanding. We can call it the understanding
of themental emotion. For this purpose, Mind consciously
seeksthevery opposite. To theworld, such aman appears
stupid, but neither the world nor he knows that he is
after awider understanding of the Mind. When he thus
learns, he does not waver from that course. Then we
say he has acquired a value.

In the late fifties, there was a man with small means
inasmall job, with anarrow understanding. He wanted
to get rich quickly. He saw around him in a few rare
cases people suddenly acquiring great wealth. Though
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it wasin avery few cases, their accomplishment caught
his imagination. They were all hard working people,
men of talents, with forethought and presence of mind.
This man was lazy, had no talents, was short-sighted
and was after short term profits by hook or crook. He
used to consult his friend. The friend always gave him
valuable advice. The man gave serious consideration to
52 possibleindustries. On all of them, thefriend’ sadvice
was that of an experienced man. The entrepreneur was
always amazed by how much his friend knew about so
many things.

The friend always concluded, saying, “ Getting rich
quickly is no good. It is not a good policy. You must
have a product. People must valueit, and then the market
expands, not otherwise.” The entrepreneur never liked
this part of the advice. He started several ventures, failed
and committed suicide. What he told his children | do
not know. His children devel oped a useful novel product,
but found it difficult to market. At last they succeeded.
All his children are greater successes than the father
was. One excelled by building his business to several
hundred crores. When this man wanted to learn the truth
of the market, he straight away reached the opposite of
itand learnt thehard way. That ismind’ sway of lear ning.
Thisprincipleisat the basis of marriage.
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77.“Why Do | Suffer?”

Tradition is very powerful. Traditional beliefs that
have no truthinthemarestill more powerful. We appreciate
goodness; we frown upon bad people. Therefore, the
creative MIND assumes — not out of its own experience,
but out of its own expectations— that good people should
prosper and bad people should suffer. Sometimes we
see events in our lives that become a punishment and
we understand that it is due to a recent wrong we have
committed. The sense of mental justiceis satisfied. At
other times, a sudden punishment descends on us. We
are baffled. Then we exclaim, “What wrong have | done?
Whom did | hurt? Then why this catastrophein my life?’
This has nothing to do with the life realities.

Out of negligence, you get an electric shock. It is
not a punishment God givesyou for your sins. It issimply
ignorance. Y ou give a big sum to a pleasant cheat and
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lose the money. Again you are ignorant. You earn far
more than your relatives and foolishly discloseall your
assets, thinking you are being honest. Y our relativesjoin
together and compel you to part with the best part of
your cash assets. Suddenly they turn around and declare
that none of themisgoing to returnit. Also, they humiliate
you saying what a simpleton you are. Hewho earns money
must al so have the capacity to protect it. Otherwise, he
becomeswesak. The strength of a weak man attracts unusual
suffering fromother strong peopleisasimpletruth of life.

Life punishes ignorance and incapacity. That is
how life educates. Y ou learn that way. He who cannot
swim enters the water and drowns. The water does not
warn you. It is dumb. If one man dies, the other men
learn. For life, all men are one. We certainly do not
commit suchsimplefollies. But lifeisinlayersof increasing
strength. For anyone there isthe next higher level. There
heis bound to err, or suffer serious consequences. One
who starts invoking the Spirit, however low or high he
is, will find the Spirit acts through life and prevents
suchlosses. Heisguided to agood lawyer, capabl e doctor;
heis given an excellent wife, endearing children. They
arethe ways of Grace. The action of the Spirit is Grace.
It isfor usto keep the contact constant.
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78. Flawless Scholar ship

Whatever is flawless is adorable. At that point, it
becomes Perfect. Indian scholarship enjoyed that eminence.
Western scholarship alwaysaimed at it. While scholarship
inthe West isout of physical labour, Indian scholarship
was, in those heydays of the Spirit, based on Intuition
that is spiritual. The thinker excelsthe scholar. The poet
exceeds the thinking philosopher. In English, the word
poet standsfor one who writesinspired poetry. In Sanskrit,
the poet is denoted by the word kavi, which means one
who sees, a seer. Only the yogi goes beyond the kavi.
Even by 1910, Shakespearean scholars had produced
about 11,000 volumes. The amount of research donein
thefield of literary criticism is phenomenal. Sometimes
we hear a certain incident or phrase described as the
flaw of Shakespeare. Mostly when that point is seen
against the whole personality of the poet, it would
bethe point wherethe poet excels himself, wherehis
geniusemergesin perfect form. A well-known creative
poet wrote to Sri Aurobindo about amending aline in
thefirst Canto of his epic poem, Savitri. Sri Aurobindo
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replied that He thought it was His best line. Knowledge
of Sri Aurobindo enables a great scholar to scale new
heights and become a thinker.

Objectivity inresearch isvery difficult. We see now
old authenticated facts thrown out by new facts.
Flawlessnessinany work, whether itisamusic performance
or writing aletter, isno easy job. A South Indian company,
very small in size representing one third of one percent
of the national market, had the temerity to apply to a
British multinational for itsfranchise. Thetiny company
was speechless when their application was granted. After
ayear when the British and Indian partners became close,
it came to light that the British company had granted
the franchise because they were impressed by the
company’ sfirst letter.

The Indian company, in order to write that simple
short letter, had entrusted thejob to aperfectionist. Though
it wasasimplework (we can even call it asilly job),
perfection in all its aspects made the multinational
grant the franchise. Such perfectionists are found in
many offices, in ordinary homesand in ordinary vocations.
They arethe spiritual resourcesof India, astheir perfection
comesfromour spiritual foundation. If such housewives,
clerks, and simple artisans invoke the Spirit, they will
become national celebrities. The one condition is utter
Truthfulness. Indiais great, as she has a vast reservoir
of Spiritual wealth buried in her life.
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79. Maximum Becomes the Minimum

In the field of spirituality, the phrase ‘the Infinite
emerges out of the finite’ occurs constantly. In human
life, such a phenomenon is understood as a miracle.
Sri Aurobindo says miracles can become commonplace.
Thisisachieved in avariety of ways. One such method
istoreach perfection and makeit flawlessat all points
of wor k. Such amethod will apply to alosing concern,
abooming company, ahousehold, an office, in agriculture
or any work anywhere. This is a well-known method
widely practised, but rarely elevated to perfection,
especially flawless perfection. If it is achieved, it may
not be achieved at all points. Raised to that level, what
is the maximum possible for any person becomes the
minimum for us.

Whether it is writing a letter or commissioning a
machine into action or cooking ameal and serving it, it
can be broken down into 10, 20 or 50 smaller functions.
They are called Standard Operating Procedures, SOPs.
When the list is shown to another, he must not be able
to add even one missing step. When no small step has
been overlooked or taken for granted, the SOP for that
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item of work becomes perfect. If someone who is new
can take that SOP and from that can run the machine or
do thework well, the SOP becomes FLAWLESS. Flawless
perfection hasthe capacity to transform our consciousness
from the human to the Spiritual. At home or in the office
or in a company, there are a hundred or two hundred
such functions— letter writing, X eroxing, despatching,
answering phone calls, running amachine, etc. etc. SOP
writing must cover all thefunctionswithout missing
even one, however small itis.

For doing this much, alosing concern will become
an earning proposition. A company that earns good profits
will double them. Family income will rise 100%. Add
the Spirit toit, which meansin doing each single act or
beforewriting each single item of the SOP, call the Spirit
—think of the Spirit or the Mother. By qualifying on all
these three scores: 1. writing down the SOP to flawless
perfection; 2. writing an SOP for every function without
missing any, and 3. thinking of Mother at each point, a
locally successful company will spread all over the state
or India. That isthe Infinite emerging out of the finite,
the M aximum becoming our minimum. To accomplish
this, one must exhaust all hisenergies. Any obscure family
that comes forward to do so in their family life will
soon beraised to national status. Thelnfiniteliesburied
in the Finite. This method brings it out. Of course,
one cannot think the writing by itself will yield the result,
though it is partly true. One must implement what is
written down.

159



Spirituality and Prosperity - V

80. TheWesternised Mind

In Western life when aMan is confronted with alife
or death situation, he tries his best to overcome it by
hisown ingenuity. When hefails, hegivesup. Herarely,
if ever, turns to God for relief through a prayer. It is
that Mind and its individuality that has achieved what
we know as the splendours of human accomplishment.
Most Indians settled in the West do not want their children
to grow up there. If possible, they send them to India
for education, so that they might missthe evilsof Western
society during their formative years. We Indians are
rightly enamoured of the Western life, seeing itsvast
accomplishment.

There was an army chief who constantly talked to
hisfamily about his high school teacher in Madraswhose
influence on his life was incalculable. But he would
not meet that teacher during hisvisitsto Madras. Once
when he was in Madras his wife insisted on the phone
that he should visit his teacher. The Army officer had
his teacher brought to the airport so that he might meet
him. Loyalty isthere, but its expressionsvary.
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TherewasaCentral Minister of Statewho was devoted
to his college professor. When he visited Tamil Nadu,
he went to the house of his erstewhile professor to see
him. His devotion had the full favour of our tradition.
This professor retired, but wished for reemployment.
The Minister—student was dedicated to the professor and
willing to secure ajob for him. In the whole of India at
that time there were two centres — one at Trichy and
another in North India — that could employ him. But
the professor was unwilling to move away from hisfamily.
All the efforts of the Minister werein vain. This professor
was adevotee of the Mother, but when issues arose, his
faith would shift to other things. A devotee suggested
to him to do some service by collecting ten subscriptions
for one of Mother’s journals. The professor frowned
and declined, saying, “It iswrong for you to ask me to
collect subscriptions.”

The devotee renewed his appeal for service when
the postswerefilled up in the two centres. The professor
reluctantly accepted to try. No subscription ever came
out of hisefforts, but one day aletter cameto the devotee
from the professor, saying, “ A new centre has been created
in my town and | am awarded the post. This job comes
to me not in recognition of my servicesor by the devotion
of my student in the Ministry. Itispurely Mother’ s Grace.”
Manisan adept in turning away from Grace. If welook
upon the past events of our lives, we will see NOW
how many times we have actively declined Grace. After
the Force has descended, | am fond of repeating, it is
God who is after MAN.
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81. The Neo-Rich

The neo-rich, the filthy rich are current phrasesin
India. They are usually obese peoplewho squander money,
waste scarce resources, corrupt the officials and are
described as a curse on the society. Thisis morethan
true. Many of them are erstwhile shop assistants, orphans,
or street children. Tons of money hascomeinto their
possession, often by efficient, resour ceful hard work,
and often by dubious methods. Their families constantly
go on tour or pilgrimage to all kinds of placesin India
and abroad. When they return home after a long tour,
they find in their houses that lights are on and fans are
running. They are a source of unpardonable waste. At
least in afew such familiesall kinds of vices have come
to stay. They do not honour traffic rules. They know
the traffic police will victimise the sufferer and they
can go scot free. With the government, they can accomplish
anything by the strength of their money, bypassing rules
and procedures. Filesfrom officesin North Indiacome
to their houses for them to scrutinise. No department,
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including the venerable judiciary, is immune to their
influence.

People from earlier generations of austerity and high
idealistic values cannot afford to countenance these
practices. If thisisthe seamy side of modern life, we
do not now see hungry faces clad in rags. Indira
commented that she saw people better fed and better
dressed, but the statistics did not refl ect those devel opments.
As these improvements, at least most of them, come
through government expenditure, the changeisnot reflected
intheindividual income. Education, medical facilities,
road transport and such other things are done by the
government.

Those who were young at the advent of Freedom
and saw the hungry, famished faces in rags and rickety
frames are happy to see that the rags have vanished and
stomachs are full. Any new positive development will
have its own negative symptoms, very ugly ones. They
are eyesores. When we know all countries have passed
through these stages and this is only a temporary
phenomenon, it is still a poor consolation. This may be
thegeneral truth. For thosewho invokethe Spirit, especially
middle class people, life opens avenues through which
all these ugly expressions can be totally escaped. The
Spirit’ s protectionistotal to those who are utterly truthful.
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82. Filial Piety and the Rigour of Life

Our ideas of affection sometimes touch the Ideal. A
young woman who was deserted by her womanising
husband drifted to political patronage which assigned
her to their woman’ swing. That asylum saw her through
her old age. In her old age, after a long interval, the
truant husband sought refuge in her. She was delighted
that at least at that late hour she had the opportunity to
serve her abandoned husband. Shortly hedied of incurable
sickness, aresult of hisdissipation. Hisfuneral procession
was attended by hundreds of women whom the wife
faithfully served. Therewas atime when thiswas adored
as feminine loyalty. Often with parents and children,
there arises a situation when one is undeserving and
the other isidealistic.

Filial piety is psychological, confined to the human
domain. Lifeiswider than psychology, spread all over
theuniverse. Therulesof life are rigorous and inexorable.
Beyond a certain limit, life does not honour human
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sentiments, however laudable they are, especially when
oneruns counter to the other. The virtues of joint family
are great but when some peopl e start using them to exploit
others, the virtues turn into vices. Virtue or vice, the
child’s emotional heart longs to serve the parents,
however undeserving they ar e. The mother cannot see
any blemishin her children, nor isthe father capabl e of
denying the most unpardonabl e request of his daughter
or son. Life putsan end to such ‘ generosities’ and keeps
oneonthetrack of progress. Weall know several examples
of this.

Thereisatruth of life beyond these sentiments. Spirit
goes beyond and opens ways for the parent or the child
to riseto hisown expectations. Shankara’ sreturning to
his mother’s funeral is an example of high souls not
applicable to ordinary mortals like us. When the Force
of Supermind isinvoked, it opens up legitimate spiritual
satisfaction to both — parent and children —as it hasthe
power to go beyond the rules of life which we call karma.
Should one of them — preferably both — accept the higher
Force, the limitations of society, individual psychology
and even life' srigours can be bypassed. It did happen
in the lives of more than one devotee. Space does not
permit the details of examples, but the Spirit will permit
thelonging of thehuman heart to serveundeserving
offspring or elders.
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83. Moment of Truth

In the eighties, the phrase Moment of Truth became
popular when someone turned around a losing airline
company in North Europe. When he wrote abook onit,
he gavethe book thistitle. Truthispowerful. In anyone's
life, a Moment arrives when his own innate goodness
surfaces and offers all the circumstances he needs to
flower into a full-blown Personality. Generally, in the
professions, particularly in the legal profession, there
isabelief that the profession does not let anyone down
fully. In any lawyer’s career, there comes a period of
some consecutive years which giveshim all theincome
he can earn. That is the Truth of the profession which
brings the right Moment to every member sometime or
other.

The International Commission on Peace and Food
created a project entitled Prosperity 2000, a schemeto
generate 100 million jobsin Indiawithin ten years. Its
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strategy was simple. It was to raise the level of
consumption of food, cloth, sugar, etc. totheaverage
level of theworld. It was submitted to the government
when P.V. Narasimha Rao was the Prime Minister and
Manmohan Singh was the Finance Minister. The project
was accepted by the government and a machinery was
created. Rs. 100 crores was allotted to implement the
schemein the budget of that year. That wastwelve years
ago. It could go no further. Now that Congress is in
power again and the then Finance Minister has become
the Prime Minister, can we say such a Moment hasarrived,
especially when Congress has espoused Guaranteed
Employment?

Not only in thelegal profession, but in anyone’slife
such amoment is brought to them by life at |east once.
Those who invoke the Spirit have witnessed that such
moments often occur in their lives. When the lucky
circumstances overwhelm them, they exclaim, “Well,
in all these cases, there must be an element of luck.”
There are others on whose behalf, for avariety of reasons,
others invoke the Spirit. They are pleasantly surprised
all thetime, not knowing what is happening. The Truth
ispowerful, and a Moment of Truth isall-powerful.
To adhereto Truth, one needsto be ahero, who converts
all hislife into an adventure of consciousness.

167



Spirituality and Prosperity - V

84. The Sparkling Crystal of
Individuality

The Vedantic Rishis discovered the Self and tried to
understand the world through Self. For us, the ego is
the self. For the Rishi, theinner Divine, the Brahman is
the Self. Tapas or yoga shifts Man from the egoistic
self or desire soul of the surface mind to the inner
Self, the witness Purusha. The Rishi can know the
world through his Self because the entire world isin
the Self. The yogi reaches the Self by concentrating on
his mind and detaching the Spirit from the mind. The
pure mind leads to the pure Spirit. Men who develop
character, develop it in life through values. One is to
come from above into life and the other is to rise from
life to Spirit above.

A novel with an architect as ahero was published in
1947 in Britain, written by a Russian immigrant who
became an American citizen. It became a success and
ran through twenty impressions and still remains a

168

Karmayogi

worldwide best seller. Howard Roark isan architect who
isdevoted to architecture. It ishisentirelife. He seesa
building as awhole gaining an integrity of itsown. The
society hounds him out of existence. The society does
not exist for Roark. He passes through hell, worksin
aquarry asaday labourer but awaitsfor Lifeto Respond.
Thelong awaited Response comeslateinlife, but when
it comes, it comesin all its splendour and richness.

How the fraternity of architects treats him, how the
unthinking social mass disowns him, how much he suffers
are all in character — what every pioneer or sage has
undergone without exception. What is exceptional is
Roark doesnot react, doesnot even respond to defend
himself. He hardly notices what is being done to him.
It was not asif reaction arose in him and he suppressed
it. No reaction issues from inside. Even Y udhishthira
says that though he does not express his anger, anger
does issue from inside. Roark does not react, does not
seek any reward for hiswork and is utterly truthful. All
of these are spiritual qualities. The Rishis are known
for their curses. How many Rishis can rise to the level
of Roark’ sequality isaquestion. He who does not react
is one who rises above the Mind, as reaction is a
characteristic of Mind. I ndividuality isprecious. Non-
reacting equality isits hallmark.
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85. Pettiness of the Small Mind

Theaverage citizen who has earned thetitle of a‘good
man’ universally is one who attends to his affairs
assiduously. He is not one who interferesin others
affairs. Hedoesnot interest himself in anyone other
than himself. Normally such people will be selfish and
not endowed with any particular capacity. Thereare others
who take a lively interest in others and their affairs.
They will be popular. Such people know the sensitivity
of othersand do not crossthat border. Their personalities
lie on the surface, their manners are excellent, their
judgement of others superlative. They become the adored
symbol of an admiring local community.

Man often comes to the brink of affairs, financial,
psychological or social. Theissuesinvolved will always
belife or death propositions. These ar e occasionswhen
noonecan easily help another becausethey areweighty
occasions involving heavy commitment. At such
moments, no ‘good man’ or popular idol will come to
the help of the victim. As it is a dangerous situation,
anyone trying to help will be risking his wealth or
reputation. Worldly wisdom knowsthat these are occasions
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to be avoided. It also knows by experience that the
beneficiary on such occasionswill offend the benefactor
without fail. Shiva gave aboon to Basmasuraand was a
victim to his‘generosity’. Great souls help the sufferer
at those moments and pay the penalty of betrayal without
fail. Greater souls help and often escape unscathed,
but not unhurt. Small minds areincapable of receiving
help and refraining from offending the benefactor.

In all great literature, this trait of human nature is
recognised. In the sixties, a ‘resourceful’ court amin
had acquired some substantial property and retired. He
had a certain property for sale, but he was unable to
sell it for ten years, as he expected 2% times the market
price. He was pressing a neighbour, a devotee, to help.
The devotee arranged for the saleto an auditor in Madras.
After the auditor had come to the devotee’ shome town,
the seller disclosed that his son had to sign, asit wasin
his son’ sname. The son asked for 4% times higher price,
higher than the 242 times, and wished to consult his brother-
in-law who was at atheatre. The brother-in-law refused
to come. The deal fell through. The brother-in-law was
a hardware merchant. Crisis developed at the seller’'s
end and the hardware merchant sent for the devotee!
On therefusal of the devotee to go to the merchant, the
merchant cycled to the devotee’'s old house and was
disappointed. It was atask for him to find the devotee’'s
new house. Sheepishly he came searching for the devotee
toask for help. Thepetulanceof a petty mind isincapable
of receiving a generous help offered.
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86. Spiritual Dimension of Food

Every act hasits spiritual dimension. Each act hasa
physical aspect, vital expression, mental component and
spiritual dimension. What we cook at home is food. It
isphysical. What is given to us at the templeis prasad.
Physically it isthe samefood, but asit is offered to the
Divine, itiscalled prasad. Tobacco chewing had given
an officer an uncertain intestine. It did not bother him
al the time. But after each meal the weakness of the
intestine expressed itself as mild discomfort. He visited
adevotee, avery ordinary personin every respect. After
eating lunch in his house, the stomach did not exhibit
any discomfort. He said hefelt acomfortable sensation.
Suddenly he remembered that the lunch was delicious.
It is Mother’s atmosphere that turns food into prasad.

In the South Indian meal, rasamisthe crown. Rasam
expressestherasa, the essential divine sweetness of any
food. One should be a Rishi to enjoy the rasa behind
annam. What about the householder, living a domestic
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life. What tapas gives the Rishi, Sri Aurobindo’s Force
givesall of us. Modern technol ogy has given the common
man what only the elite could enjoy in the past. Demacracy
has given the adult, by virtue of his being a citizen,
literate or illiterate, rich or poor, the power to rule his
country, if only he hasthe ability. The Forcethat descended
in 1956 can be called Spiritual Organisation or spiritual
technology. It gives us, ordinary people, what was the
close preserve of the Rishis, yogis, munis, tapasvis. In
that sense, Sri Aravindam is Spiritual Democracy.

One can feel very humble and feel he is a simple,
ordinary person. Isthere anything for him from this Great
Force? Yes, there is. Food offers the basic sustenance
to life and existence. It gives physical, vital energies.
Even to the Mind, it is energising. One can eat a great
quantity of food and be a glutton, which most of us
refrain from. We can eat for taste, not for quantity. We
can eat for health and only for health, which is mental,
while the physical person seeks quantity. Even if we
are not ableto enjoy therasa, our food prepared ordinarily
will become delicious if we do not indulge eating but
enjoy its taste. Asarule, food in any devotee’s house
will be tastier and more delicious than in other places.
That isthe spiritual dimension of Food. Insuch houses,
there will be no dearth of food in future.
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87. Subtle Knowledge of Professionals

Knowledge is mental. Knowledge of work, such as
running amachine, is physical knowledge. Knowledge
of how to handle peopleisvital knowledge. All thishas
its subtle dimensions. A knowledge devoid of this subtle
component is incapable of producing the result. A
hardworking, sincere lawyer often loses his cases. A
doctor who iswell qualified and painstaking finds most
of his patients are not cured. A public speaker who has
awealth of detailsfinds his speech invariably flat. But,
there are lawyers who win most of their cases, doctors
who invariably cure and speakers who elicit applause.
Any work hasasubtlepart. It producestheresults,
not the physical labour. Wecall it rasi. Add the subtle
touchtothework, and it will be asuccesswithout exception.
Without the subtle touch, thereis|abour but no results.
Add Mother to subtlety, the result risesin quantity and
quality. We get infinite results.
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What | call Mother can be called Spirit in a general
sense. Those who do not have this subtle sense are the
plodders in any profession. They rarely receive their
promotion. If they invoke the Spirit, even if they do not
get theinfiniteresult the Spirit can give, they will acquire
the subtle touch and get the result which has evaded
them until now. They need not stop there, if they are
willing to evoke the Spirit continuously. Markersinthe
playground, vakil’s clerks in the Court, caddies on the
golf course, and pharmacistsin hospital s are often found
to be more capable and popular than those under whom
they serve. There was one such vakil’ s clerk. When his
lawyer died, he did not go to another lawyer. He set up
his own practice. He engaged lawyers who had no cases,
instructed them and invariably won the cases. He conducted
his appealsin the High Court in a similar fashion.

Thosewho havethe subtle knowledgewill rise sky
high if they invokethe Spirit. Onewho joined acompany
as a manager took to the Spirit and his work boomed.
The company offered him twice the bonusthey originally
promised. He was content with what had been promised.
The Spirit emerged through his absence of greed.
Threeyearslater, he owned the company. Subtleknowledge
gives guaranteed results. When the Spirit is added to
that, that result becomes an infiniteresult. Thisisarule
without exception.
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88. Effective Communication

Communication iscomplex. Speakers, teachers, writers,
employerswho giveinstructions, and lawyerswho plead
their cases try to communicate their viewpoints. When
they fail intheir endeavour, they blameit on the lack of
understanding on the part of the hearer. A lawyer was
faced with a dull judge. As his arguments were not
appreciated, he repeated them. Even then, thejudge desired
one more repetition. The lawyer complied with the
suggestion of thejudge. No communication was achieved.
It issaid that the lawyer in frustration exclaimed, “Y our
Lord, | can only offer an argument. | am incapable of
offering an understanding to your Lordship.” Einstein
saysif one understands histheory fully, hemust be capable
of explaining it even to a child. The complex theories
of one century aretaught in the schoolsin the next century.
It meansit is possibleto make the difficult propositions
simple, if not now, then sometime later.

It istrue that as and when one understands his
own ideas more and more, his explanations of them
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becomesimpler and simpler. Explanations remaining
complex isanindication of lack of fuller understanding
on the part of the exponent. Sri Aurobindo’ s philosophy
has earned the reputation of being incomprehensible.
For over forty years | have been at pains to render it
simpler and have not succeed beyond thefirst level, when
all of Tamilnadu has readily accepted Mother and
Sri Aurobindo with gratitude. That isfor the prayers so
far unanswered. | was unable to put across my view
that change of our opinionisthe next level of receptivity
which can bring in far greater opportunities. My articles
have not succeeded in communicating that idea — an
idea that can usher one into luck.

Chandrasekaran’s story $100,000 — in Tamil 50
lakhs—succeeded wherel failed. Assoon asthe printed
book was released, it received a welcome which none
of the previous fifty publications received. Story is a
form of effective communication. Writers who can tell
any ideathrough astory are Masters of Communication.
The Mahabharata is still popular not because it is a
story, but becauseit conveys Indian philosophy through
stories. When a devotee appeared on the TV and spoke
about The Life Divine the bookstall here sold as many
copies of the book as they would normally sell in
three months.
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89. Four Feathers

Someone asked J. Krishnamurthy, the world teacher,
what he could do to get rid of hisstupidity. Krishnamurthy
answered him saying he could remain stupid. Life has
its stamp on many fundamental traits and they are not
to be changed so easily. The world honours its heroes
withtitles, insignia, medals, etc. The coward isdisgraced
by being offered a white feather. A young British
commissioned officer engaged to a pretty lady faced
the orders of his regiment to travel to Sudan to fight.
The orderswere prefaced by the newsthat the previous
battalion sent there had been slaughtered to aman. Fright
possessed this officer, Harry, prompting him to resign
his commission. He little knew how his worId would
react to hisresignation. Hisfather disowned hisdisgraced
son. His fiancée was ashamed of him and broke their
engagement. Hisfriendstoo deserted him at once. None
of these exhibitions of social response stung him that
much until hereceived four white feathersfrom hisfriends
signifying his cowardice. His fate was sealed.

He was a coward who was born with a timid
temperament. He was determined to die a coward. But
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the iron had passed into his soul by the action of his
friends. A decision was born in him and became a
determination. He wanted to outgrow his cowardice. The
onedesirethat now possessed him wasto show hisfriends
who had sent the white feathers that he was no longer a
coward. Hejoined the same regiment as a baggage porter,
faced untold indignities and with heroic manliness
overcamethem. He was taken prisoner by the enemy in
Sudan where ablack porter came forward to rescue him.
He told Harry that he was saving him because “God
has put you in my path.” In the meantime, Harry was
able to save two of his friends. After the war, one of
them went back to England and became engaged to Harry’ s
former fiancée. At last, Harry came back to his girl,
vindicated in his own emotions that he was no longer a
coward.

Hisfiancéetook back thelast whitefeather and restored
him to human dignity, to which he was now qualified.
A born coward usually diesacoward. Wheninrare cases
heisto transform his cowardice, he undergoes physical
torture and inner intolerable suffocation. If only man
realises hisdefect, feelsashamed and isableto offer
it toMother, theexternal trialsareshifted totheinner
and the metamor phosis takes place. Poverty is thus
changed into Prosperity, when MAN is able to detach
himself from the poverty consciousness and attitudes
that expressit. It is done inwardly and in a short time.
Mother calls it transformation.
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90. Missed Opportunities

Missed opportunities are missed forever. Moopanar
was not one meant to be a Prime Minister. It came his
way and waslost. It waslost forever. Wherever the Spirit
operates, theinvariableruleis, if thesmall ismissed,
the great awaits him. Nehru would not give Indira a
position in the Cabinet. She was never an MP. After
Nehru, she was offered the Prime Ministership. Shewas
one of the two Prime Ministers who ruled for a long
time, the other being her father. The British Cabinet
was bitterly sour over Churchill and denied him a post
in the Cabinet for over ten years. The public offered
him the Prime Ministership for two terms. Those who
invokethe Spirit can consistently seethat if one opportunity
is missed, a greater one knocks at his door. The local
Land Mortgage Bank was grudging a devotee aloan of
Rs. 25,000 and indulged in dilatory tactics. The Indian
Bank offered him aRs. 1.5 lakhs loan.

Thereisaspiritual principle behind this phenomenon.
The small opportunity isin the plane of life. Man knows
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only that. He seeks it with vigour and intensity. It may
be a promotion or transfer or one increment. When the
Spirit isbehind him, it isincapable of the small. All its
opportunities are great. When the small is denied by
life, the Spirit grants him the big, the great. It isnot in
human nature NOT to seek the small, especially if it
is his due. The Spirit gives him an equality NOT to
take initiative to secure the small, even when it is his
own right. When he does so — refuses the small — the
great at once presents itself to him. The human plane
of lifeisfull of limited entities. The Spiritual planeis
one of endless possibilitiesand knows nothing that is small.

To those who have become devotees of The Mother
or who have ardently taken to invoking the Spirit, one
of the disciplines is NOT to take initiative to secure
what is due to them. When the human desistsfrom human
initiative, the Divine takes its INITIATIVE. How big
the next opportunity isand how soon it will arrive depends
on other aspects of his personality. In most cases, it
happened at once; in some cases in aweek or amonth.
Inrare cases, it was put off for years. But when it does
come, we see the principle in action that the longer
it hasbeen delayed, the greater it is. Thereisno loss
inthespiritual life. Sri Aurobindo saystheworld forces
have always fulfilled His ideas, however delayed they
were. ItisHiswill that acts through us and therefore, it
fulfilsinvariably.
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91. Thelnner Voice

Itisin obedienceto Hisinner voicethat Sri Aurobindo
had arrived at Pondicherry. Not all are endowed with
that faculty. Itiscalled vani, asariri. Therewasauniversity
teacher who had that voice speaking from inside. For
some inexplicable reason, he lost it. Once he visited a
relative who was on hisway to Sri Aurobindo’ s Samadhi.
He also accompani ed him without any discernible thought.
At the Samadhi, the university teacher also sat, as his
relative did. He had not come for samadhi darsan and
thevisit had no meaning for him. Monthsl|ater, thelecturer
started coming to Samadhi regularly and accompanied
his relative. Now that the lecturer too had become a
devotee, the relative ventured to ask him what his
experience had been during his first unintended visit.

“1 had an inner voice which was lost. At my first
visit, it cameback,” said thelecturer. Theinner voice
isararefaculty. Venuganamisanother spiritual endowment
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rarely found amongst us. Therewas adevotee who ardently
took interest in the people who came to him for any
reason. Once avisitor came back several times and the
devotee was anxiousto be of useto him. “Isthere anything
you havein mind?’ asked the devotee. Thevisitor replied,
‘Each time | come to you, you speak exactly what |
cameto ask you before | expressit. Even today you did
s0.” New facultiesthat are spiritual facultiesform when
one takes to this Force. Call it Mother, the Spirit, the
Force, the Divine or whatever you will.

The Spirit is invisible to our naked eyes. It rarely
actsin the lives of ordinary men. When it acts, people
seetheresults, not the Spirit, aswe do not seethe electricity
that operates each piece of equipment we have. We see
the fan running, the bulb burning, etc., but we do not
seethe electricity that operatesthem. This Force | speak
of can awaken the Spirit in us, bring it to the surface of
our lives, even make us seethe Spirit in action. Itisfelt
as sandal fragrance, a sweet tune of music, a sudden
sense of sweetnessin the mouth, alive figure emerging
from the picture of a God, etc. Inner voice is one such
manifestation. Man recognises the Spirit easily asluck,
afulfilment of his own unspoken desires deeply buried
in him.
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92. A Culture of Honour

The Kshatriya lives for honour and dies for it. One
such kshatriya maistry worked under a manager in an
estate owned by arich man. The manager and the owner
differed. Contrary to previous agreement, the owner wanted
to take over the management himself. Without insisting
on his own right, the manager agreed to transfer the
management. The maistry wasatowering personality
in the context. The owner felt that the maistry would
work under him, thus making things easy. He proposed
to the maistry to switch over to him. “Wherever the
manager is, therel am,” declared the maistry. The
loyalty of the kshatriya maistry made the owner change
his mind towards the manager and he allowed the previous
arrangement to continue.

Japan is a country of honour. The warrior caste of
Samurai is known for upholding the sacred tradition of
honour. A samurai soldier was killed on the battlefield
by an enemy. The soldier’ sbrother-in-law wasthe Captain
of the regiment. The widow of the dead soldier found
herself in charge of nursing the murderer of her husband
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by a strange irony of life. She longed for revenge and
her whol e nervous system was hot with vengeance. Her
brother, the Captain, had no consolation to offer his
widowed sister, nor any argument for her doing it. He
wasaSamurai. Helived by honour and for honour. Honour
was his life breath. “We are here to do our duty. Y our
duty is to serve those put in your charge by nursing.
That is the code of honour of a Samurai,” was all that
he could bring himself to utter. By aheroic inner struggle,
the widow rose to the occasion and upheld the sacred
tradition of the warrior caste.

Japan is known for its beautiful surroundings and
the loyalty citizens offer the Emperor. Till recently, a
Japanese worker entering a company never considered
changing the company, as his primary duty was to be
loyal to the company. Even now, thetraditionislargely
upheld. A ship developed aleak and the passengers were
hastily evacuated from the ship to safety. The crowd of
passengersdid not panic, but moved in an orderly fashion
in spite of the imminent danger. In the crowd was a
blind man. He groped about. It was a sight to see the
entire crowd exhibiting infinite patience to let the blind
passenger go first at his own pace. For the Japanese,
stampede is unknown. To them, their honour is more
valuablethan life. Honour isa spiritual valueand values
arespiritual skills. Nowonder recently they rose from
being awar-ravaged nation to become the second largest
economy in the world.
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93. Purity of Science

Knowledgeispure, aslight issuesfrom knowledge.
Science means knowledge. Therefore, science can only
be pure. We know scienceis powerful and has given us
comfortsin myriad ways. We also know the side effects
of scientific technology, viz. pollution. It has given us
dangerous military weapons. The philosophy of science
being pure, knowledgeat itsorigin must account for
the presence of Evil in life. The layman confuses
technology, rather scientific technology, with science.
We know science, being the personification of purity,
cannot generate evil, while scientific technology can
produce evil consequences. If the leading scientists of
theworld give atheoretical consideration to the existence
of Evil, thefield of science will touch greater or nobler
heights. The community of scientists cannot have anobler
pursuit than defining Evil asit exists today.

Surely one immediate step is within their reach.
Presently technology isaneutral tool. It can be used by
man for good or bad purposes. Technology is neutral,
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MAN assigns a character to it by his use or choice of
use. An enormous quantity of resources areinvested in
research by the military. After the war, most of their
findings have been made available for the public. The
latest gift isthe Internet. The scientist makesthe discovery.
Thepolitical leadership decides how to usethisdiscovery.
Now that the two world wars are over, the Cold War too
has ended and MAN is emerging into hisown more than
before when the military exigency was there, it istime
the leadership iswrested from the politician by thethinking
MAN, the intellectual, the scientists who are wedded
to pure science. Theinternational scientific community
is well organised. It is possible for them to resolve
NOT to engage in research that will have harmful
conseguences.

In the 19" and 20™ centuries, intellectuals aimed at
changing the course of history by powerfully influencing
it. In the 21% century, the scientist can aspire for the
role of leading the world and humanity, if he sets his
face against pursuits of evil. For theindividual scientist,
it will be a laudable aim when he develops a keen
conscience that will prevent him from employments that
will lead to findings with dangerous consequences. In
India, the Rishis were the repositories of wisdom and
often consulted by the kings. The scientist will be the
Rishi of this century if he can effectively prevent the
spread of Evil. For that, he must pronounce on The Theory
of Creation.
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94. Reversal of Consciousness

It was an axiom among cultured people that when
someone comes by wealth or power, they give him a
certain humility which heisnot otherwise endowed with.
Nowadays, we often see the exhibition of the opposite.
The cultural expressionsvary very much. Intheevolution
of consciousness fromthe physical to mental, we certainly
see quite a reversal. The physical man is a brute. To
him, might is right. His dharma is to crush the other
person, as he is taken as arival or enemy. The mental
man certainly does not resort to liquidating the other,
though he too may view him as a rival. He seeks the
cooperation of therival, triesto berational, workstowards
acompromise. That way, humanity becomes civilised.
That isthe path to enjoy greater comforts. M oving from
thephysical to the mental, man becomesvastly more
productive and consequently affluent.

Y esterday’s rulers become today’s ruled is one
phenomenon of history. In early timesthe priestsruled.
Then the monarchy ruled. At different times different
classesare privileged. Whoever isprivileged will rule
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or enjoy themost isaruleof life. In practice, they do
not simply rule, they EXPLOIT asfully as circumstances
permit. Society moves ahead at all points. One of them
isastate where the scope for exploitation by one section
will become less and less and finally be eliminated. Is
it possible for us asindividualsto practise that ideal in
our own families? If so, those familieswill prosper out
of al proportion. The principle behind thisfact isharmony
is productive and disharmony is destructive. Harmony
is desirable on any showing. Harmony is a principle of
higher consciousnesswheredl isineach and eachisin all.

We see in life the oppressors of one period are the
oppressed in another period. A young man joined the
army. After retirement, hejoined auniversity as Physical
Education Director. There hewasto meet hiselder brother
who was the head of their family working as a peon.
Socially, status can vary or reverse, not spiritually. In
one' sown personal life, if hedoesNOT allow the MIND
to dominate the body, Mother says, there will be no
disease. Poverty arises because asmall mind dominates
our life—thevital. Absence of exploitation of onepart
by another isProsperity. Man whoiswilling to express
his capacitiesin utter disregard of social opinions— not
allowing thevital to rule the Mind — prospersin agreat
measure. That consciousness needs a reversal. The
American prosperity today rests on the principle of a
Man doing any work in which he has talents.
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95. Opening of the Being to its Depths

A devotee visited Balcony Darshan of The Mother
at 6:15 am. At 8 am, he again had Her darshan, coming
in aqueue before Her with the sadhaks and visitors. At
5:30 pm the same day She was at the playground where
again, sitting in the audience, he saw Her. He returned
to histown. Work made him pass through Pondicherry
the next day. He availed of this to be at the Balcony
Darshan. On hisreturn from work, he had to passthrough
Pondicherry again. For athird day he had the Darshan
of The Divine Mother at the Balcony. Hisfirst visit was
August 15", adarshan day. It was a Sunday. People around
him commented that there was a change in him since
he had visited the Ashram. They noticed he spoke less
than usual. He was quiet. There was a calm about him
which was mistaken for dullness. On Friday, hetoo noticed
the change in himself.

Standing before The Mother, his being was split open
down to the body consciousness. He unconscioudly received
the Force She was pouring into him. His mind had gone
blank during those days. It was unable to think, except
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for responding to questions. He was not aware of the
response his being gave Her to Her touch. Nor was he
consciousthat at that moment, unconsciously, hisbeing
committed itself to Her fully. There was no question of
any description in hismind or being. There was nothing
to choose. There were no two options before him. His
being went to Her without his knowledge or consent.
Theconsent was automatic. In one sense, such athing
happens to all who come to Her sooner or later. Most
of us are unaware of how our being leapsto the Divine
at Her Touch. Thiswasanimpersonal response, though full.

To a personal call, the devotee responds with a
speechless wonder. When the call strikes the ear, the
faculty of hearing isrobbed. The mind itself disappears.
Thetouch goes down to the body consciousness evoking
asensation of sweetnessthat istheresult of human gratitude
fromthe substance of the body. Someone’ sbusinessjumped
fifteen-fold in seven months as a result of service and
helost it in the next one year because of insistent human
behaviour. He decided to go within. There he saw seven
blocks. He worked on them to remove them. In amatter
of days, al that waslost came back and from there opened
a further potential of ten-fold expansion. At such
moments, the being of the devotee experiences an opening
asthe devotee at the Balcony Darshan felt. It isamoment
of Spiritual Truth, an occasion when the ONE touches
one of the Many. Opening, receptivity, sincerity,
consecration, surrender, transformation, Being of the
Becoming are key ideas in the yoga of Sri Aurobindo.
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96. Importance of I nfinity

The mathematicsteacher asked his studentswhat would
betheresult of 7 divided by 7. The class shouted, ‘ One.’
He went on asking them, ‘ What is 1000/1000, 100,000/
100,000? Theclassanswered, ‘One.” Next, hisquestion
was, “What is zero divided by zero?’” Now the teacher
would not accept ‘ one’ asthe answer. Srinivasa Ramanujam
was in that class. He rose and answered, “Infinity.” To
mathematics teachers, 0/0 is a non-problem. To
Ramanujam, zeroisGod and I nfinity isManifestation,
the world. Bhaskaracharya proved that 0/0 isinfinity.
The concept of Infinity takes the subject mathematics
to spirituality. It isits forte. One should not shy away
from it. Of course, we cannot discuss mathematics in
this column.

Inmy view, if Indian mathematicianswho haveinherited
ahoary tradition continue the spirit of it, India can excel
in mathematics. To Sri Aurobindo, I nfinity isapractical
concept. We know of Kamadhenu, karpaga viritcham,
and akshayapatram, which issued out of themselvesan
infinite number of articles. Out of abasket of fish, Jesus
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went on distributing fish to everyone, as if the basket
was an infinite source of fish. The truth is a spiritual
reality. Anyone who can constantly invoke the Spirit
can see this truth as areality in practical life. Infinity
indaily lifeisoverwhelming abundance. My explanations
and experiments can come up to that for one who is
willing to undertake a token experiment on its own
conditions. Devotees of Mother have seen endlessinstances
of such an expression, but they miss the significance of
it, though they accept the material result.

Two examples from history can be cited to prove
thisidea. At best they wear the appearance of an analogy,
and will not serve as a true exact example. From 1929
to 1932, the USA was brought to a zero position by the
Depression. Man too felt himself a zero. It was at that
point the USA turned around and rose to become the
richest nation. In 1940, Britain was militarily reduced
to zero and the Englishman found himself a zero. At
that point, UK, under the leadership of Churchill, turned
around to play the role of a giant and WIN the Second
World War for the world, an achievement on an
infinite scale.

When Man, who becomes a bankrupt does not lose
his Spirit, he rises to become a rich man, richer than
others. Man is the Infinite with the appearance of
theFinite. TheFor cehelpshim discover hisown infinity.
Inlife, itismaterial abundance. Wecan call it “ Spiritual
Opulence’.
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97. Discovering God

Asyou areinside, so you are outside. Thisisa
truism of life. God is Infinite and Eternal, perhaps a
ZERO. We are the finite. What we discover as God is
not God, but what appears as God to us. The Gita says
that one can become anything if only he can aspire for
it. Put differently, we aretoday what we had aspired
for earlier, subconsciously. Itisvery difficult for most
of usto accept this. A beggar may ask if he aspired to
become a beggar. One who has become bankrupt can
ask if he aspired for bankruptcy. Spiritually, it is true.
Onewho wantsto understand the true meaning and value
of wealth knows subconsciously that he will get that
knowledge only when he tastes bankruptcy. That iswhy
he ‘courts’ bankruptcy. Thisis confirmed by the fact
that invariably the subsequent generations of a
bankrupt person are ushered into wealth.

God is different to different people. For the miser,
GOLD isGod. The Westerner has cherished his persondity,
privacy, and thevalue of being anindividual —individudity.
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As aresult, we can now say God for the Westerner is
his individuality. Science has usurped the position of
God inthe West. Chandrasekar, who won the Nobel Prize
for Physics, said Man has created the conception of God
as a mental occupation, a pastime. He was an Indian
born in an orthodox family. Hetoo wasinfected to that
extent by the atmosphere of the West where God is
replaced by the knowledge one hasarrived at on his
own.

The Buddha analysed the Mind and found Mind
dissolved and left him in Nirvana. Ego is a product of
Mind. So, Mind can dissolve Ego by analysis. The Self
was not created by the Mind. Mind was created by the
Self. Mind cannot analyse and dissolve the Self. The
Self is Self-existent. But Man hasthe capacity to discover
various things as his God.

Sri Aurobindo says that the universe comes to us
asvalues. Whatever values we seek is our universe. Our
conception of the universe can bewidened. Our experience
of our universe too can constantly increase. Man who
resortsto this Force can widen his universe to overcome
the limits of the present society in the world. To the
householder, this holds out an opportunity to expand
hisaccomplishment until it isequal to the accomplishment
of theworld. Accomplishing in thisworld isdiscovering
God.
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98. The M eaningfulness of the Medium

What happens on its own is an act of God — Grace
choosingtoactinour lives. Itisanideal of thetradition.
For the human nature that is dynamic and full of urges,
to wait for events to overcome its course is simply not
possible. Whether it is difficult or impossible, it has
remained atruth of life. Any great man or small man
can still find it to be a better truth of hisown life. That
being the general status of the generality of population,
there are those who take upon the discipline to wait for
thingsto happen. Intheir lives, the impossible becomes
alitera truth, beforetheir very eyes. Human nature persists.
Hewho patiently waited all these days and made acertain
miraculous event come to pass now finds himself going
against his own discipline. His patience was rewarded
in the beginning. After sometime, say afew months or
years, life responds to his impatience. One who relies
on the Spirit has a remedy.

In one case when such a patience was exhibited, he
was rewarded with a property double the size of the
property he was about to lose. The patience he exhibited
in attracting the vaster property waslost as soon as
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the new property came. He took it as an act of God.
Heforgot Grace had cometo him through ahuman medium.
For over ten years heresorted to various partial disciplines
and wasrewarded with partial results. At last, God through
life removed all the encumbrances encrusted over the
property and made a complete present of it to him. He
heaved asigh of relief, not knowing that thereisno end
to such disciplines, as there is no end to breathing or
heartbeat. He discovered very late that the property that
fell plump into hislife was not earning at all. Half the
project was a success — property came. The other half —
income—was elusive. |t took more than adecade, almost
two decadesfor him to realise that the MEDIUM through
which God acted is also God.

To consider theinstrument too as God, the origin of
grace, isto invite divine luck. Man’'s normal tendency
isto avoid the medium as soon as he receives the result.
Hence the proverb about the teacher as a ladder which
elevates everyone who climbsit, but remains stay-put.
Human lifeisunconscious. Ther esour cefulnessof human
natureliesin being consciousin itsunconsciousness.
He who is unconscious of Grace takes conscious steps
to eliminate the instrument that delivers the boon. A
belief in psychology isif you disclose your defects to
anyone, however close he isto you now, you will soon
be estranged from him. It is so because he reminds you
of what you havetold him. In your mind, heisidentified
with your own defect. Hence you do not wish for his
company anymore. Lifefulfilsyour subconscious aspiration
removing him from your purview.
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99. Theldeal Teacher

Having completed two years of Ph.D. in one of the
most famous American universities, ayoung man returned
to Calcutta where he had been brought up from birth.
He is a Tamilian whose parents are sophisticated and
idealistic. On seeing an advertisement for teachersfrom
aprimary school and on learning how the school plans
its syllabus, he was inspired by the idea of teaching
there. And his parents endorsed hisaspiration. He visited
the school and found the educational environment exceeded
his expectations. He stayed there for one year teaching.
He entered the spirit of the founders more than others,
perhaps better than the management and founders. At
once, he became popular with the kids. His popularity
was unparalleled. At the end of the year, he sought to
continue his education back inthe US. He was admitted
into Ph.D. in the 3" year in his parent institution.

The school had only three standards. It had no formal
exams. It did not believe in giving homework. Nor did
they punish the children. This freedom opened up the
educational potential of the children and was severally
expressed, positively and negatively. No child in the
classwould sit properly. They would take any lounging
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position that suited them. Nor would they listen to the
teacher if he was not sufficiently interesting. Several
types of behaviour which would be impermissible in
any disciplined atmosphere were exhibited. But the sense
of competition waslargely absent. Y oung children could
open the Junior Encyclopedia and read fluently. They
developed the capacity to think and understand on their
own. The habit of memorisation was given the go-by.
As soon as they were promoted to the 4" standard, and
the parents bought the text books, the best boy in the
classread hisentire English textbooksin the week before
school opened.

The ideal teacher gave an affectionate nickname to
most of the students. At the year end birthday party held
in his honour, he gave each child in 2" and 3" standard
a personal gift and message. Even while he was here,
his children were in correspondence with him through
email. After he left, one girl started sending him email
daily. Henot only repliesto the studentswithout fail,
but entersinto email correspondencewith any child
whowritesto him. Their birthdays are special occasions
for him. He sends the birthday child a gift by courier
and plans to do so to all the 50 children this year, even
after joining his Ph.D. course. He wishes to find for
this school as many teachers as possible who are of his
type. He believes that anyone who comes to know of
this school would prefer to work here in preference to
his professional pursuit. Here heisknown as Chari. Chari
has discovered the Spirit of education in teaching.

199



Spirituality and Prosperity - V

100. Discovery of Blood Circulation

Harvey’ sdiscovery that blood circulatesisalandmark
in the history of medical knowledge. Harvey explained
that the idea occurred to him because he considered the
human body as a micro-unit of the universe. He saw
the planets in the universe were in motion. Therefore,
he assumed that the blood in the body too should bein
motion. Sri Aurobindo saysthat during the Vedic period
man lived in harmony with Nature. To him, the Spirit
and Nature were one. Buddhism preached the renunciation
of life and conquered the whole of India and later a
greater part of Asia. India gave up Buddhism but its
basic tenet of renunciation was from that time accepted
by amost al schoolsof Indian yoga. Si Aurobindo further
saysthat Man must regain that unity between Spirit and
Nature, but at the level of Supermind. Harvey’sview of
lifewasaview of thewhole. It led him to one significant
discovery. We have now lost that view.

Schumacher, a British economist, published a book
inthe 1970’ s pronouncing the idea of ‘ Economics asif
people mattered.” Economics, considered onitsown as
economics for economics' sake, will lead one astray,
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away from the truth. The centre of economicsis Money
for the monetarists. It is Man who created money. Money
is there to serve man. Man should be the centre of
economics, not money. Science is a mental tool Man
has created so that it may serve him. Science is not the
centre of life; nor can it ever become one. Man is the
centre of life. It is by a psychological superstition that
Man becomes a slave of money or science, both of which
are his own creations. Science pursued for its own sake
has led to several wonderful technologies. They have
generated pollution, assuring that our future
generations have no place to live in. The UN took
initiative to constitute an International Commission to
study pollution. Asaresult, now werealise that science
isapart and society is awhole.

To pursue the part for its own sakeis not the highest
wisdom we haveinherited either from Aristotle or from
the Vedic seers. Harvey lived in the 17" century. He
was a physician to James | and Charles |. Though he
lived three hundred years ago, his sense of science was
a sense of the whole. It is not only money and science
that must serve man. Y oga seeks moksha, release of the
Spirit. Sri Aurobindo callsit the last act of selfishness
of the soul. Yogais for the Man, or better still, for the
Spirit. That Spirit should flower inlife. So, Hesaid * All
life is yoga' . His Integral yoga says the Spirit should
evolvein Lifeand make earth heaven. It is an approach
which considers Man as a whole, an integrated whole,
awhole of which the Divine is the centre.
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Appendix 1

How to Invoke the Spirit?

Indianstrying to adopt punctuality find it extremely
powerful and useful. Some miserably fail to institute
punctuality as avalue in their company. They ask how
to be punctual ? It does not mean they do not know it. It
only means they are unable to do so as the general
amospherein the company isnot conduciveto punctuality.
What then is the remedy? The usual answer is to go
about it with a greater determination in which again
many fail.

Doesit mean punctuality isimpossible? 1t only means
our effort is not comprehensive, but summary.
Punctuality is preceded by general orderliness, that is
again preceded by greater productivity. Productivity needs
energy in copious measure, which isreleased by aspiration.
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So, begin at the beginning. Everyone in the company
must have aspiration for the company’s progress. One
may ask, ‘What shall | doif itisnot there? Theaspiration
of workersistheaspiration of theemployer. Examine
inside if you aspire for the company’s progress. Begin
there, go step by step and when you finally arrive at
orderliness and find no punctuality, your attempts to
install punctuality will succeed.

Many will succeed in invoking the Spirit. For them
the question is how to build it up. For those who are
unable to do so, there is a method available. When a
man often loses his temper, others advise him to retire
to asolitary place and think. Much of the temper vanishes
and heisableto think somewhat. Mind isthe next higher
level to temper. Spirit is the next higher level to mind.
As one invokes the Spirit, his thoughts interfere and
frustrate him. Thoughtsinterfere because manisidentified
with his thoughts. Realising this fact and trying NOT
to think separates him from histhoughts and invocation
of the Spirit will then become possible. Again, one may
say thisis not possible.

L et these people take some time every day and call
‘Mother’ into them. Astime passes, thoughtswill subside
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and a calm will emerge. Mother is more powerful than
the Spirit. After afew days of calling Mother into oneself
for sometime daily, he should do so for one full day of
12 hours. Next, that one day should be extended to a
three-day sitting of 12 hours per day of calling
MOTHER into oneself.

Though this effort is taken to let the Spirit or The
Mother emerge from out of his surface being, after the
three days calling he will suddenly withess —

1. Most of his minor problems suddenly vanishing.

2. The atmosphere at home will be POSITIVE in
the very best sense of the word.

3. If hehad mgjor problemsunsolved, some solutions
will appear on the horizon.

4. All his difficulties in invoking the Spirit will
vanish and hewill feel the Spirit or The M other
is his constant companion in some substantial
measure.

He should resort to thiseveryday, either in the morning
or evening for about a half hour. That will usher hislife
into a higher level of consciousness. Then he should,
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Endeavour to speak ONLY truth.

Keep his house as clean as the cleanest place he
ever knew.

Talk almost in a whisper, giving up shouting.
Takethe other man’ spoint of view inall transactions.
Cultivate patience in a large measure.

Before commencing any work, think of THE
MOTHER.

Know his past errors and scrupulously avoid them
in future.

Practise self-giving.

Once he sees the Spirit responds to his call, he must

cultivate it and build up hislife— ORGANISE IT —
so that it progresses.
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Appendix 2

Invocation of the Spirit

£ |nvocation of Spiritispowerful. Better still, if you
call, “Mother” , itisall-inclusive.

& Thereare severa methodsto do so, though in essence
all are the same.

1.

In our personality, thereisasurface and adepth.
As long as we are thinking of a problem, we
areonthesurface. Togo away from the surface
wemust agreeto forget theproblem or NOT
toactively think of it. Now the problem moves
to the depth where it causes aworry that does
not explain itself. One can call Mother or the
Spirit if he moves away from the depth. If you
cannot move away from the depth, start calling
Mother and you will move away from the depth.
Problems are solved by calling for an hour,
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for afew days. Three-day prayer isthe maximum
which solves any problem.

. Whereman ends, Mother (Spirit) begins. Exhaust

all that one can do. The Spirit will begin to
act at once. The last possible act must be so
exhausted.

. Todo better than we now do amountsto calling

Mother. E.g. to take interest in adull work; to
organise an unorganised work; to give thought
to awork which we are doing unthinkingly.

4. Tothink of Mother once an hour for afew days.
. To think of Mother on the stroke of the hour

for aday or two.

. Tokeep thehouse extraclean, totalk inavery

low voice, to avoid all quarrels at home or at
the office, to write precise accounts, etc.

. Toshift from the outside to inside which means

what we do by hand can be done by thought.

. To think of Mother before starting any work

— consecration.

. Prayer



