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I1/2. Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara—Maya, Prakriti,
Shakti
Page 330
Para 8

Such a Consciousness need not act in harmony with our
limited reason.

It need not act according to a procedure familiar to our
reason.

It need not act subjected to an ethical reason.

That reason may be working for a limited good.

It might admit things deemed by our reason unethical.

That was necessary for the final and total Good.
It was necessary for the working out of a cosmic purpose.

Things may seem to us irrational because of partial motives.

But they might be perfectly rational.
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They may be so in relation to a much vaster motive.

Reason with its partial vision sets up constructed
conclusions.

It strives to turn them into general rules of knowledge.

It compels into them its rule by some mental device.

It gets rid of what does not suit with it.
An infinite Consciousness would have no such rules.
It would have instead large intrinsic truths.

They would govern automatically conclusion and result.

But it would adapt them spontaneously.

They would be adapted to a different total of circumstances.

It would be a pliable and free adaptation.

It might seem to the narrower faculty to have no standards
whatever.

We cannot judge the principle of operation of infinite being.

Our standards are of finite existence.
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Things impossible for it would be normal for the greater
freer Reality.

Our fragmentary mind consciousness constructs integers
out of its fractions.

But the essential consciousness, vision and knowledge is
different.

It is not possible for our reason to abdicate altogether.

It cannot do so in favour of an undeveloped intuition.

But we must enforce on our reason an utmost plasticity.

We must open it to an awareness of larger states and
possibilities.

We must not apply our limiting conclusions to That which is
illimitable.

We may concentrate only on one aspect and treat it as the
whole.

Thus we illustrate the story of the blind men and the
elephant.

Each of the blind inquirers touched a different part.

Each concluded that the whole animal was an object.
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Each object resembled the part which he had touched.

An experience of some one aspect of the Infinite is valid in
itself.

But we cannot generalise from that.

We cannot say the Infinite is that alone.

Nor is it safe to view the rest of the Infinite in terms of that
aspect.

We would be excluding all other view-points of spiritual
experience.

The Infinite is at once an essentiality. It is a boundless
totality and a multitude.

All these have to be known in order to know truly the
Infinite.
We may see the parts alone and the totality not at all.

Or we may see them only as a sum of the parts.

This is a knowledge, but also at the same time an ignorance.
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To see the totality alone and ignore the parts is also a
knowledge.

It is at the same time an ignorance.

For a part may be greater than the whole.
The part belongs to the transcendence.
Or we may see the essence alone.

It takes us back straight towards the transcendence.

It negates the totality and the parts.
This is a penultimate knowledge.

But here too there is a capital ignorance.
A whole knowledge must be there.

The reason must become plastic enough to look at all sides,
all aspects.

It must seek through them for that in which they are one.
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