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XIX. Life
The problem of Life in matter was recently Page No.178
experimented upon. Para No.10

It throws an intense light on the problem.

If those conclusions are accepted, it is so.

It was done by a great Indian scientist.

It was on response to stimulus.

He points it out as an infallible sign of existence of life.

This phenomenon has many subtle functionings.

His data illumined the functionings.

It is a phenomenon of plant life.

Vitality is the essential point.

Its positive state is life.

Its negative state is death.

The same proof in metals has been given.

It is the same as in the plant.

An identical organisation of life in metal as well as plant could
still be there.

Not indeed with the same abundance.
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Not indeed to show the exact identity.

Instruments could be invented.

It could be the right nature.

It could be sufficiently delicate.

More points of similarity between metal and plant can be shown.

It may be proved not to be so.

What does this mean?

It means the same organisation is absent.

But the beginnings of vitality could still be there.

The symptoms may be rudimentary.

They are symptoms of life.

If it exists in the metal, something must be admitted.

Some material existences are perhaps involved.

They are akin to the metal.

Maybe they are involved.

Maybe they are elementary or elemental in the earth.

This must be admitted.

We can pause and inquire further.

We are not obliged to stop short.

Our immediate means may fail us.

We enjoy an unvarying experience of Nature.

From that we may be sure.

Investigation thus pursued will in the end prove to us that there
is no break.

There is no rigid line of demarcation between the earth and the
metal formed in it.

Or a line between the metal and the plant is there.

There is none between the elements and the atoms.

It will be clear pursuing the synthesis further.
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There is no demarcation between the elements and the atoms that
constitute the earth,

And the metal or the earth they constitute.

Each is a step of a graded existence.

Each prepares the next.

Each holds in itself the substance of the next.

It appears in that which follows it.

Life is everywhere.

It is secret or manifest.

It is organised or elemental.

It is involved or evolved.

It is universal, all-pervading.

It is imperishable.

Only its forms and organisings differ.

There is a physical response to stimulus. Page No.179
It is only an outward sign of life. Para No.11
It is so with our breathing and locomotion.

An exceptional stimulus is applied by the experimenter.

Vivid responses are given to it.

It can at once be recognised as indices of vitality.

It is the object of our experiment.

The plant is responding all its existence.

The response is constant.

It responds to a constant mass of stimulation.

The stimulation is from its environment.

It can be explained in other words.

There is a constantly maintained force in it.
It is capable of responding.
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It responds to the application of force.
The force is from its surroundings.
There is another opinion.

They say the experiments are destructive.

These experiments destroy the idea of a vital force in the plant.

It is true of any other living being or organism.
A stimulus is an energised force.

It is a force in dynamic movement.

It has been directed on that object.

A response is from an energised force.

It is a force in a dynamic movement.

It is also of sensitive vibration.

It answers to the shock.

There is a vibrant reception and reply.
There is also a will to grow and be.

It is indicative of sub mental organisation.
It is a vital-physical consciousness-force.
It is hidden in the form of being.

There is a fact.

It is there as a constant dynamic energy.
It is in movement in the universe.

It takes various material forms.

They are more or less subtle or gross.

It is in each physical body or object.

It is in plant or animal or metal.

There is stored dynamic energy.

It is active.

It is the same force.

There is a certain interchange.

It is between these two.
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It gives us a phenomenon. @8 BusE RaTmNS STLOHDS.
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