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XXYV. The Knot of Matter
We seek to know why it is so. Page 245
Para 8

We see the success of inertia.

It is due to a third power of Matter.

Matter offers this third fundamental opposition.
It is an opposition to Spirit.

It is the culmination of division and struggle.
Reality is indivisible.

Divisibility is its whole basis of action.

It seems forbidden to depart from it.

It has only two methods of union.
Aggregation and assimilation are the methods.
Assimilation involves destruction.

One unit destroys another.

Both methods confess eternal division.

The first associates rather than unifies.
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Its very principle admits dissolution.

They are their ultimate necessity.

It is a necessity of dissociation, of dissolution.
Both methods repose on death.

One as the means of life.

The other as a condition of life.

And both pre-suppose something.

It is a condition of world existence.

It is a condition of struggle of life.

It is a struggle of divided units with each other.
Each tries to maintain itself.

They try to maintain its associations.

They compel or destroy what resists it.

To gather in and devour others as food.

But itself moved to revolt against and flee.

Flee from destruction, compulsion and assimilation
by devouring.

The vital principle manifests in Matter.

It finds there the basis.

They are basis only for all activities.

It is compelled to bow to its yoke.

It has to accept the law of death, desire and
limitation.

There is a constant struggle to possess, to devour, to
dominate.

We have seen this is the first aspect of Life.
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The mental principle manifests in Matter.

It has to accept from the mould.

The material in which it works.

The same principle of limitation.

It is a seeking without secure finding.

The same constant association and dissociation.

The same gains of the constituents of its works.

The knowledge gained by man, the mental being.

It seems never to be final.

Or free from doubt or denial.

All his labour seems condemned to move in a
rhythm of action.

Action and reaction.

Of making and unmaking in cycles of creation.

It is of brief preservation and long destruction.
With no certain assured progress.

The ignorance, inertia, Page 246
division of Matter impose on the Para 9
vital, and mental existence.

Especially and most fatally they do so.

They emerge in it.

The law of pain and suffering.
Unrest of dissatisfaction.
With its status of division, inertia and ignorance.
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Ignorance would indeed bring no pain.

It is pain of dissatisfaction.

If the mental consciousness is entirely ignorant,

If it could halt satisfied,

In some shell of custom.

Unaware of its ignorance,

Or by the infinite ocean of consciousness and
knowledge.

By which it loves surrounded.

But precisely it is to this that awakes.

It is the emerging consciousness in Matter.

First to the ignorance of the world.

It is in it it lives.

It has to know and master it in order to be happy.

Secondly it awakes to its limitation.

To the meagreness and insecurity of the power and
happiness.

It brings to the awareness of the infinite
consciousness.

It brings knowledge and true being.

It seeks victorious infinite happiness.

Only in it it can seek them.

Nor would the observation of inertia bring with it
unrest and dissatisfaction.

If the vital sentience emerging is entirely inert,

If it were kept satisfied,
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With its own half-conscient limited existence,

Unaware of its infinite power and immortal
existence,

In which it lives as part of.

And yet separated from it.

Or if it has nothing within driving,

Towards the effort really to participate,

In that infinity and immortality.

All life is driven to feel and seek from the first.

This is precisely it is.

There is insecurity and the need.

The struggle for persistence.

It is for self-preservation.

It awakes in the end.

It realises its limitation to its existence.
It begins to feel the impulsion.

Towards largeness and persistence.

It 1s towards the infinite and the eternal.

Life in Man becomes wholly Page 247

self-conscious. Para 10
There is the unavoidable struggle and effort.

Then such aspiration reach their acme.

Pain and discord of the world become finally great.
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They are too keenly sensible to be born with
contentment.

Man may for a long time quiet himself.

He may seek to be satisfied with his limitations.

He may confine his struggle.

Such mastery he can gain.

It 1s a mastery over this material world he inhabits.

Some mental and physical triumph of his progressive
knowledge.

It is over the inconscient fixities.

Of his small concentrated conscious will and power.

It is over the inertly driven monstrous forces.

But here too he finds his limitation.

It is the poor inconclusiveness of the greatest
results.

He is obliged to look beyond.

The finite cannot remain permanently satisfied.

So long as it is conscious,

Either a finite greater than itself or the infinite
beyond itself.

To which it can aspire.

If the finite could be satisfied,

Yet it is the apparent finite being,

He feels himself to be really an infinite.

Or feels really the presence,

Or the impulse and stirring of an infinite within.

Can never be reconciled till satisfaction arises.
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Till that is possessed by him and he is possessed by
it,

In whatever degree or manner.

Man is such a finite-seeming infinity.

And cannot fail to arrive at a seeking after the
Infinite.

He is the first son of earth.

He becomes vaguely aware of God within him.

Of his immortality or his need for immortality.

And that knowledge that is a whip that drives.

And it is a cross of crucifixion.

Until he is able to return it into a source of infinite
light and joy and power.

This is a progressive development. Page 247

This is a growing manifestation of the  Para 11
divine Consciousness and Force,
Knowledge and Will.

It had lost itself in inertia of Matter.

It might well be a happy efflorescence proceeding
from joy.

It is from joy to greater joy.

At last to infinite joy.

If it were not the principle of rigid division,

From which Matter has started.

The individual is shut up.

It is so in his own personal consciousness.
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It is a separate and limited mind.

It is mind, life and body that prevent.

Otherwise it would be a natural law of development.

It brings into the body the law of attraction and
repulsion.

Of defence and attack.

Of discord and pain.

Each body is a limited consciousness-force.

Feels itself exposed to the attack impact.

There is a forceful contact of other limited.

Conscious-force.

Or of universal forces.

Where it feels broken in upon.

It is unable to harmonise the contacting.

And the recipient consciousness.

It suffers discomfort and pain.

Is attracted and repelled.

Has to defend itself or assail.

It is constantly called upon to undergo.

What it is unwilling or unable to suffer.

The law of division brings into the emotional mind.

Also into the sense-mind.

The same reactions of the higher values of grief and
joy.

Love and hatred, oppression and depression.

All cast into terms of desire.

By the desire into the straining and effort.
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By the straining into excess and defect of force and

incapacity.
The rhythm of attainment and disappointment.
Possession and recoil.
It is a constant strife and trouble and unease.
Into the mind as a whole lesser light taken up.
It 1s taken up into wider light.
Lower will surrenders to higher transforming will.

Pettier satisfaction progressing towards nobler more

complete satisfaction.

It brings similar dualities of truth.

Pursued by error.

Light is pursued by darkness.

Power is pursued by incapacity.

Pleasure of pursuit and attainment by pain of
repulse.

And of dissatisfaction of what is attained.

Mind takes its own affliction.

With the affliction of life and body.

Mind becomes aware of the triple defect.

And insufficiency of our natural being.

All this means denial of Ananda.

The negation of the trinity of Sachchidananda.

If the negation be inseparable.

Therefore the futility of existence.

Existence must seek that movement.

Not merely for itself,
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But for the satisfaction in the play.

Existence throws itself out in the play of
consciousness and force.

If in the play no real satisfaction can be found,

It must obviously be abandoned in the end.

As a vain attempt.

A colossal mistake.

A delirium of the self-embodying spirit.

There is the pessimistic theory Page 248
of the world Para 12

This is the whole basis.

There are worlds and states beyond.

It may be optimist with them.

But it is pessimist as to earthly life.

And the destiny of the mental being,

In his dealings with the material world.

For it affirms to seek satisfaction of the spirit, upon
earth.

The very nature of material existence,

Division is that nature.

There is a very seed of embodied mind.

It is self-limitation, ignorance, egoism.

It seeks an issue and divine purpose.

It seeks a culmination in the world play.

It 1s a vanity and delusion.

( weihs seflub Vol. III Issue 4 July 2013 20 )

eSemeuwiletr mLSHSars BT Geuetor(HILD.
surlpe| il efemeuufled Seiremenr efsHms.

eSemev LI SrmaflLmey,

Wigedled 915 emsail i Geustor (Hid.

ofeior GeusmevGliueor el Geustor(HLb.

Qu@pd ey eTer mSHNHISH jeufuiLb.

&Ww epud Gumm oy Sorellsr gerefliurs 98 GausflliL@HiD.

auMpe| IFSSLOHME srern GsmeTansuller surerm @S

IIBET Y@ IpliLenL G5

Glmws sLbS Hemeuils Geursmisemstor (.

IS SMHIID Gurig Ggefleurs sfaugmisTer Gl&TaTmMSIITS
@\(m&s6uLD.

uGors eurpsme efeior Geusmeullm&@EmaE.

GeTTW LhHesamimL il SSmius &mSIneur g,

2 60 LETLD SHeiTeneT HEMIQID UMSHE IS6oT LTTenmeuudlg).

eTauTe] 2 adld s Smidmu aiedlymsgiEng.

L eumpey &UTeIGL) 9|gIeTSeme,

IiFaumeud Liflelsneor.

2 ooy GeueflliL(bid erSSHlenr ellensGlies 66IT MI6T 6T G.
SIMITEnLD, Y|SHENS, SIEUTLIL D6,

Qs @l Swid, @m (pgmet 95 BTHEDS.

2 & TRl 9 g @f (pgme KTHEMS.

3|g LT, YTSSWHM @)L huid.

((ueips e Vol. III Issue 4 July 2013 21 )




Only in a heaven of Spirit can we reunite existence
and consciousness.

Not in the world.

Only in the Spirit's true quietude.

Not in its phenomenal activities.

Can we reunite with the divine self-delight.

The Infinite can recover itself only by rejecting as
an error.

And a false step its attempt to find itself in the
finite.

Nor can the emergence of mental consciousness
being.

It is in the material universe.

It cannot bring with it any promise of divine
fulfillment.

There is the principle of division.

It is not proper to Matter.

But it is proper to Mind.

Matter is only an illusion of Mind.

Into which Mind brings its own rule.

It is division and ignorance.

Therefore within this Mind can find only illusion.

It can only travel between the three terms of the
divided existence.

It has created these terms.

It cannot find there the unity of Spirit.

Or the truth of spiritual existence.
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There is the principle of division Page 249
in Matter. Para 13

It can only be a creation of the divided Mind.

Now it is true.

It has precipitated itself into material existence.

Material existence has no self-being.

It is not the original phenomenon.

It is only a form.

It is created by the all-dividing Life-force.

It works out the conception of an all dividing Mind.

It is a working out of the being.

It is done into these appearances of Mind.

It is an appearance of ignorance, inertia and
division.

It is of Matter.

The dividing Mind is lost and imprisoned itself in a
dungeon of its own building.

It 1s bound with chains it has itself forged.

If it be true that the dividing Mind is the
first-principle of creation,

Then it must be also the ultimate attainment possible
in the creation.

And the mental being struggling vainly with Life
and Matter.

Overpowering them only to be overpowered by
them,
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Repeating eternally the fruitless cycle.

It must be the last and the highest word of cosmic
existence.

But no such consequence ensues.

On the contrary it is the immortal infinite Spirit has
veiled.

The veil is a dense role of material existence.

And works there by the supreme power of
Supermind.

It permits division of Mind.

It lets the reign of the lowest or material principle.

Only as an initial condition.

For a certain evolutionary play of the One and the
Many.

If it is not the mental being who is hidden in the
forms of the universe,

But if it is the infinite Being,

Knowledge, Will emerge out of Matter,

First as Life then as Mind,

With the rest of it still unveiled,

Then the emergence of consciousness must have
another term.

It emerges out of the apparently inconscient.

The supramental spiritual being appears.

He shall impose on the mental, vital, physical
workings.
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A higher law than the divine Mind is no longer
impossible.

On the contrary it is the natural inevitable
conclusion.

It is of the nature of the cosmic existence.

We have seen that Supermind exists. Page 250

It would liberate the mind. Para 14

It would liberate it from the knot of the divided
existence.

It would use the individualisation of the mind.

It would be a useful subordinate action.

It is of the all-embracing Supermind.

He would liberate the life also from the knot.

Liberate from the divided existence.

And the use of the individualisation of life.

As a merely useful subordinate action.

It is of the one Conscious-Force.

It fulfils its joy of its being.

It is in a diversified unity.

The life can be liberated even from the bodily
existence.

Is there any reason not to do so.

From the present law of death, division and mutual
devouring.

And use the individualisation of body.

As a merely subordinate action.
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It is of the one divine Conscious-Existence.

Made serviceable for the joy of the Infinite and the
Finite.

Or why this Spirit should not be free?

In a sovereign occupation of form.

It is consciously immortal.

Even in the changing of the robe of Matter.

Possessed of its self-delight in a world,

It is subjected to the law of unity and love and
beauty.

If Man be the inhabitant of the terrestrial existence.

Through whom transformation can be operated.

It is of the mental into the supramental.

At last it can be operated.

Is it not possible that he may develop a divine
mind?

It is divine mind, divine life, and divine body.

The phrase may be too startling.

In our present limited conception of human
personality.

Personality is his potentiality.

He develops his true being and light and joy.

He can arrive at a divine use of mind and life and
body.

By which the descent of Spirit will be justified.

It is a descent into form.

By which it can be divinely and humanly justified.
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Presently we have a view of Matter. Page 251

It can be the one thing that can Para 15
stand in the way.

In the way of the ultimate terrestrial possibility.

It has its own laws.

It is a relation between sense and substance.

It is between two states of the Divine.

They are Divine as the knower and Divine as the
object.

Other relations may be possible.

They are not yet possible here.

Must be sought on higher planes of existence.

If it is true, and it is the only truth,

It is in heavens beyond that we must seek the divine
fulfillment.

The religions assert it.

They have another assertion.

It i1s kingdom of God or kingdom of the perfect on
the earth.

It must be put aside as a delusion.

Here we can prepare and attain an internal
preparation or victory.

We can liberate mind and soul within.

We must turn away from the unconquered principle.

It is an unconquerable principle.

It is the unregenerated, intractable earth.

It is the material principle.

We must find our divine substance elsewhere.
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This is a limiting conclusion.
There is no reason why we should accept it.
There are quite certainly other states even of Matter
itself.
There is undoubtedly an ascending series of divine
gradations of substance.
There is a possibility of Matter being transfiguring
itself.
It can be through the acceptance of a higher law.
It is higher than the material principle.
Still it is its own.
It is so because it is there latent and potential.
It is there in its own secrecies.
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Sri Aurobindo and the Tradition
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CuapTER 2 — THE MATERIALIST DENIAL

81. Tradition has a tirade against life, calls it evil, and asks
us to shun it.
Sri Aurobindo says the Absolute supports life with
its vast strength.
Ty surLpemel Swg) eTerm) HhSHSS, B ms afesss
Qerading.
uf oralist @lempasdr Her GQUEBLD aeSlmLoWITe aTpme
2,5MN&SEmer ereirHpmit.

82. The materialist is not able to perceive anything immaterial
or not organised as gross Matter.
Sri Aurobindo accuses them of the vice of the
argument in a circle.
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83. Tradition faithfully repeats the formulas of a bygone
century.
Sri Aurobindo points out the increasing evidences of
the supraphysical. He says intellects can be limited
in spite of their acuteness.
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84. Tradition jealously conserves the dying or dead
intellectual dogmas.
Sri Aurobindo affirms the existence of the worlds
beyond.
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Lry QurpreGur® UTHSTSS aIHSDG.
B 2 wfHE JourHulL. 2 mSEisHT 2 eor® 6reirm
uf orelist o YHurss s pHpmt.

85. Materialism tries to return to the Non-Being.
Sri Aurobindo pleads for the extension of the field of
consciousness to settle the ancient quarrel.
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