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XXVI. The Ascending Series of Substance

Page 252
Para 1l

Let us consider Matter,

What is its materiality?

What represents its materiality?
They are four in number.

Solidity, tangibility, increasing resistance are some.

Firm response to the touch of Sense is another,
Substance seems more truly material,

It is real in proportion as it presents to us,

It presents a solid resistance to us,

By virtue of that resistance a durability of sensible form.
Our consciousness dwells on it.

In proportion it is more subtle, it appears less material.

It is less densely resistant.

It is enduringly seizable by the sense.
This is our attitude to Matter,

It is our ordinary consciousness,
Matter has been created for an object,

It is an essential object,
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It is a symbol of that object,

Substance passes into material status,

It is to present to our consciousness,

It has to deal with it.

Firmly seizable images by us,

On which the mind can rest,

And base its operation,

And which Life can handle,

With at least a relative surety of permanence,
In the form upon which it works.

There is the ancient Vedic Formula of Earth,
It is a type of more solid states of substance,
It is a symbolic name,

It is of the material principle,

It was accepted by the Vedas,

There is an essential basis of Sense,

Touch or contact for us is it.

There are other physical senses,

They are taste, smell, hearing, sight,

They are more and more subtle,

They are indirect contacts.

It is between the percipient and the perceived.
Sankhya classifies.

It classifies the five elemental states of Substance.

We see their characteristic.
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They are from ether to earth.
It is a constant progression,

It is from the more subtle to the less subtle,

It reaches the summit,

There we have the subtle vibrations of the ethereal.
At the base it is gross,

It is a density of the earthly condition,
It is a solid elemental condition,
Matter is the last stage known to us,

It is a progress of pure standards,

It is towards a basis of cosmic relation,
There is a first word,

It is not spirit but form,

It is a form in the utmost development.
It is one of concentration, resistance,

It is a durable gross image,

It is of mutual impenetrability,

It is culminating point.

It is one of distinction, separation and division,

There is material universe,
This is its intention and character,

It is the formula of accomplished divisibility.
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Page 253
Para 2

And if there is, an ascending series.

It must be in the nature of things.

It is a scale of substance.

It must be from Matter to Spirit,

It must be marked by a progressive diminution.

It is of these capacities,

Its most characteristic principle is the physical.

There is a progressive increase of the opposite,

It will lead us to the formula,

It is a formula of pure spiritual self-extension.

We can say it differently.

They must be marked less and less bondage to the form.
It is more and more subtle.

It is flexibility of substance and force.

There is more and more interfusion, interpenetration.
There is power of assimilation.

There is power of interchange.

There is power of variation, transmutation, unification.
It draws away from the durability of the form,

We draw towards eternity of essence,

Drawing away from our poise in the persistent separation
and resistance of physical Matter,

We draw near to the highest divine poise in infinity.
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We reach the unity and indivisibility of Spirit,

There is pure spirit substance.

There is a gross substance.

There must be antinomy.

In Matter Chit or Conscious-Force masses itself.

It more and more resists.

And it stands out against other masses,

They are of the same Consciousness.

There is the substance of Spirit.

There pure consciousness images itself.

It does so freely in its sense of itself.

It does so with an essential indivisibility.

And a constant unifying interchange,

It is the basic formula.

It is so of even the most diversifying play.

It is a play of its own Force.

There are two poles,

Between them there is the possibility of an infinite

gradation.
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Page 155: Still consciousness was hidden in Nature’s womb
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