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II/2. Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara—Maya, Prakriti,

Shakti
Page 335
Para 12

We see that the Absolute, the Self, the Being is One.
The Transcendental is one, the Cosmic is one.
But we see also that beings are many.

And each has a self, a spirit, a like yet different nature.
We see spirit and essence of things is one.

Therefore we are obliged to admit they all must be that
One.

It follows that the One is or has become many.

But how can the limited or relative be the Absolute?
How can man or beast or bird be the Divine Being?

In erecting this apparent contradiction the mind makes a

double error.

It is thinking in terms of the mathematical finite unit.
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It is sole in limitation the one which is less than two.

It can become two only by division and fragmentation.

Or it can become two by addition and multiplication.
But this is an infinite Oneness.
It is the essential and infinite Oneness.

It can contain the hundred, the thousand, the million,
billion, trillion.

You may heap many astronomic figures.
But they cannot exceed that Oneness.
In the language of the Upanishad, it moves not.

Yet is always far in front when you would seize it.

It would not be the infinite Oneness if not capable of
infinite multiplicity.

But that does not mean that the One is plural.
It does not mean it can be limited.

It cannot be described as the sum of the Many.
On the contrary, it exceeds all limitation.

It is therefore the infinite Many.

It exceeds at the same time all limitation by conceptual

oneness.

Pluralism is also an error.
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Spiritual plurality is there but the many souls are
interdependent existences.

Their sum also is not the One.
Nor is it the cosmic totality.

They depend on the One and exist by its Oneness.

Yet the plurality is not unreal.

It is the One Soul that dwells as the individual.
It dwells in these many souls.

They are eternal in the One and by the one Eternal.

This is difficult for the mental reason.

It makes an opposition between the Infinite and the finite.

It associates finiteness with plurality.
It associates infinity with oneness.
In the logic of the Infinite there is no such opposition.

The eternity of the Many in the One is perfectly natural and
possible.
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Page 217: Soon he emerged in a dim wall-less space.
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