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Xl. Delight of Existence : The problem

Sachchidanandais God. Page No. 94
That is our reason. ParaNo. 7
God is the author of existence.

How can God create pain?

How can he inflict it on his creatures?

How can he sanction pain?

By what reason does He permit evil?

God is All-Good.

Who then created pain and evil?

We say pain is a trial.

We say it is an ordeal.

That does not solve the moral problem.

It makes God immoral or non-moral.

We make God an excellent world-mechanist.

He then becomes a cunning psychologist.

He is then not a God of Good or Love.
We can worship a God of Love.

Now He is a God of Might.

We must submit to the law of Might.
He is known for his caprice.
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He may propitiate his caprice.

This God has invented torture and cruelty.
Torture, for him, is a means of test or ordeal.

It means He is deliberately cruel.

Or, He is morally insensible.

He stands convicted of either.

He may be a moral being.

Then He is inferior to the highest instincts of men.

Thereis adesire to escape this obstacle.

It is a moral difficulty.

Therefore, we say pain is an inevitable result.
Itis a natural punishment for evil.

Moral evil attracts punishment.

We may say so, butitis not true.

It will be true only if we accept karma.

Not only karma, we must accept rebirth also.
This is not atrue explanation.

Facts do not bear it out.

The Soul suffering now for previous sins is karma.

The sin was committed in other bodies.

An ethical question is yet to be answered.

Who created evil?

Why was it created?

For what reason was it created?

These questions must first be answered.

Of course, evil entails punishment and suffering.
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Moral evil is a mental disease.

Itis an ignorance.

Itis a form of ignorance.

Who created it? Or what created it?

What was the inevitable connection between the act and
punishment?

The tortures are often extreme.
They are monstrous.

The law of karma is inexorable.
Itis irreconcilable with God.

God is asupreme moral Deity.

God is a personal Deity.

Buddha had a clear logic.

He denied the existence of God.
God was an all-governing Person.
He was free of everything.
Buddhadenied personality.

To him, it was a creation of ignorance.
Itis subject to karma, said Buddha.

This difficulty arises from an assumption.  PageNos. 94 & 95
That assumption is God is extra-cosmic. ParaNo. 8
Buddhadenied God.

We present the difficulty sharply.

There will be no difficulty if God is not extra cosmic.

God may become the universe.
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He need not be one who created evil and suffering.

He need not stand above unaffected.

He, we assume, watches and rules.

He does His will.

He allows the world to be driven by His law.
He does not help his creatures.

Or, He helps them inefficiently.

Heis not, then, omnipotent.

He is not all-good and all-loving.

This is the theory of an extra cosmic God.

He is moral.

Evil and suffering cannot, then, be explained.

By evil, we mean the creation of evil.

We can only do so by a subterfuge, a trick.
It will be unsatisfactory.

Surely, it will avoid the question.

It will not answer it directly.

It will imply Manicheanism.

It will practically annul the Godhead.

It will attempt to justify its ways.

Or, it will excuse God of his cruelty.

Such a God is not the Vedantic God.

Sachchidanandais one existence without a second.

All that is, is He.
He has embodied Himself in every creature.

If evil is there, it is He that bears evil and suffering.
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The problem then changes entirely.

Evil and suffering are the negation of bliss.

Heis the soleinfinite Existence-Consciousness-Bliss.
God is incapable of evil and suffering.

Our question is how did He admit evil and suffering into Bliss?

How God created suffering for His creatures is not the main
guestion.

God is immune to evil.
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Life Divine up5sme FHCsTagLd
I|HsLomGLi.

The more one understands The
Life Divine, the more the
atmosphere of fundamental joy
grows strong.
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