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VIII. The Methods of Vedantic Knowledge

Human reason has a double action.

It can be mixed or dependent.

It can also be pure and sovereign.
Reason sometimes confinesitsalf.

It limitsitself to sensible experience.
Then, it admitslaw asfinal.

Law studies only phenomenon.
Phenomenon is the appearance of things.
Appearanceisinrelations.

Processes and utilities also give appearances.

Thisisrational action.

It isincapable of knowing anything.
It knows the appearances.
Thetruthisinthe depths of being.
Reason cannot fathomit.

Reason surveys becoming.

Reason can also assert.

Its pure action does so.

It acceptsour sensible experience.
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But itisnot final for the reason.
Itisonly astarting point.

Reason goes behind the experiences.
It refusesto limititself by it.

It worksinitsown right.

Behind the appearances are concepts.
They areunalterable.

They do not attach to the appearances.
These concepts are general.

Reason strivesto reach them.

It judges by them.

Reason passes from the appearance behind.
Thusit may arrive at itsresult.

It will beadirect judgement.

Thismay appear to be the result of sense experience.

It may also appear to depend onit.
Butitisrealy aperception of reason.
Hereit worksonitsown right.

Thereisanother more characteristic action of reason.

Its perception startsfrom an experience.
It isamere excuse.

Reason may leave it behind.

Maybefar behind.

And proceed to the result.

Our senses give us an experience.

They wish to dictate aresuilt.
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Reason may arrive at an opposite result.
Thismovement islegitimate.
Itisindispensable.

Our normal experienceissmall.

It coversasmall part of the universal fact.
Thisisalimited field.

Our instruments are defective.

They give usfalse weights and measures.

It must be exceeded.

We must put it away to a distance.
Their insistence must be denied.
Our conceptions are inadequate.
There are more adequate conceptions.
They give usthe truth of things.
Wemust arrive at it.

Sense-mind commits errors.
Reason must correct them.

It isavaluable power.

Man has developed it.
Heisasuperior terrestrial being.
Reason makes him so.

Senses belong to physical knowledge.
Reason is of the metaphysical.
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Our beingisintegral.

M etaphysics gives us concepts.

It does not fully satisfy us.

Pure reason accepts concepts entirely.
Itissatisfactory toit.

Concepts are the stuff of reason.

Our nature has two eyes.

Things appear as an idea.

They also appear as facts.

Therefore concepts areincomplete for us.
They are unreal to a part of us.

Only experienceis complete there.

Now we have different truths.

They are of adifferent order.

They are outside our experience.

They cannot be seen by the senses.

They can be seen only by the reason.

It needs another faculty in us.

We are dealing with the supraphysical.
So, we must extend our psychological experience.

contd...
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P. 13. The world unknowing, for the world she stood
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