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Book Il Chapter 2

Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara — Maya, Prakriti, Shakti
(English Summary)

Again, if we remain absorbed in the Silence, the creative
consciousness and her works disappear into the Silence. On
the other hand, if we look exclusively at the Being, the Power
or Shakti by which he does all things disappears. Then in the
Person Aspect a dual Person emerges, Ishwara-Shakti. It is
the Divine Self, the creator and the Divine Mother, the
creatrix of the universe. There becomes apparent to us the
mystery of the masculine and feminine cosmic Principles,
that are one and indistinguishable, the play and interaction
that are necessary for all creation. But in the spiritual-
pragmatic truth of the universe, the Divine Mother-Energy
emerges as the universal creatrix, Maya, Para-Prakriti, Chit-
Shakti, manifests the cosmic Self and Ishwara and her own
self-power as a dual principle. All is the Consciousness-Force
manifesting and playing with the Being in million forms and
movements into which she casts his existence. We can draw
back from her workings. We can affirm our independence of
Nature. Then she will reveal to us the supreme and
omnipotent power of the Ishwara and ourselves as beings of
his being. Thus we see that there is no contradiction or
incompatibility between these three aspects of Existence.
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A certain difficulty arises for our mind in reconciling these
different faces of the One Self and Spirit. It is because we are
obliged to use abstract conceptions and defining words and
ideas for something that is not abstract. A concrete
experience is needed to realise that these are in reality many
aspects of the one.

Let us take up the relation between the One and the
Many, the Soul and the Ishwara. In the normal theistic
conception, the Many are created by God. They are
dependent on Him as are creatures on their creator. In the
larger view of the Ishwara, the many are themselves the
Divine One in their inmost reality. The Many exist by the One
andthereistherefore an entire dependence of the manifested
being on the Ishwara. This dependence is concealed by the
separative ignorance of the ego which strives to exist in its
own right. It is through self-giving or surrender of the soul
and nature to the Divine Being that we can attain to our
highest self and supreme Reality. For it is the Divine Being
who is that highest self and that supreme Reality. We are
self-existent and eternal only in his eternity and by his self-
existence. It is the truth of the consciousness of the Infinite
that creates the possibility of all relations between the many
and the One. Among them the realisation of oneness by the
mind, the process of the oneness in the heart, the existence
of oneness in all the members is a highest peak. Yet it does
not annul but confirms all the other personal relations and
gives them their fullness, their complete delight, their entire
significance. This too is the magic, but also the logic of the
Infinite.
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Yet, the problem of opposition between Non-Manifestation
and the manifestation remains to be solved. All that has been
advanced hitherto may be true of the manifestation. But the
manifestation is a reality of an inferior order and a partial
movement derived from a Non-Manifest Reality. The Non-
Manifest is the timeless, the utterly eternal, an irreducible
absolute self-existence. What is in unmanifestation in the
Timeless Eternal is manifested in Time-Eternity. If the
temporal is an expression of the Eternal, then however
different the conditions, however partial the expressions, yet
what is fundamental in the Time-expression must be in some
way pre-existent in the Transcendence. The timeless Spirit is
not necessarily a blank. It may hold all in itself, but in essence,
perhaps in an eternal unity. Eternity is the common term
between Time and the Timeless Spirit. What is in the Timeless
unmanifested, implied, essential, appears in Time in
movement. These two then are the same Eternity or the
same Eternal with double status of being and consciousness.
One is an eternity of immobile status. The other is an eternity
of motion in status. The original status is that of the Reality
timeless and spaceless. Space and Time would be the same
Reality self-extended to contain the deployment of what was
within it. Space then would be Brahman in self-extended
status. Time would be Brahman in self-extended movement.
Space and Time are our names for this self-extension of the
one Reality. Space is a static extension in which all things
stand or move together and Time is a mobile extension which
is measured by movement and event. The two would then
be a dual aspect of one and the same self-extension of the
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cosmic Eternal. A purely physical space might be regarded as
in itself a property of Matter. But Matter is a creation of
Energy in movement. Space therefore in the material world
is a fundamental self-extension of material Energy. Time
would be itself the course of that movement. It is not
understood by us as such because it is seen by our conscious
subjectivity. It is felt by our mind, not perceived by our
senses. Therefore not recognized as a dimension of space.

If Spirit is the fundamental reality, Time and Space must
either be conceptive conditions. Or fundamental conditions
of the Spirit itself. There is a different Time and Space for
each status of our consciousness. There are different
movements of Time and Space within each status. When we
go behind physical space, we become aware of an extension
on which all this movement is based. This extension is
spiritual and not material. It is Self or Spirit containing all
action of its own Energy. Mind itself lives and moves in it. In
a still deeper condition of consciousness we are aware of a
pure spiritual Space. In this awareness Time may no longer
seem to exist. It is because all movement ceases. Or if there
is @ movement or happening, it can take place independent
of any observable Time sequence.

If we go behind Time by a similar inward motion, we
discover Time observation and Time movement are relative,
but Time itself is real and eternal. Each state of consciousness
has a different time relation. Time in Mind consciousness
and Mind Space has not the same sense and measure of its
movements as in physical Space. It moves there quickly or
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slowly according to the state of consciousness. Both Time
and Space are the original spiritual extension. It is rendered
by mind in its purity into a subjective mind-field. And by
sense-mind into an objective field of sense-perception.
Subjectivity and objectivity are only two sides of one
consciousness. It is a movement of the consciousness that
creates or manifests events and happenings. It is the relation
of the consciousness that is inherent in the status sees and
the force that formulates the happening. This relation
determines the sense of Time. It creates our awareness of
Time-movement, Time relation, Time-measure. In its
fundamental truth the original status of Time is nothing else
than the eternity of the Eternal. The fundamental truth of
Space in the original sense of its reality is the infinity of the
Infinite.

The Being can have three different states of its
consciousness with regard to its own eternity. The first is that
in which there is the immobile status of the Self in its essential
existence. This is what we distinguish as timeless eternity.
The second is its whole-consciousness of the successive
relations of all things belonging to an actually proceeding
manifestation. This is the stable status or simultaneous
integrality of Time. The third status is that of a processive
movement of Consciousness-Force. This is the Time
movement. But it is in one and the same Eternity that this
triple status exists and the movement takes place. All these
positions can be taken by the being of the Infinite in a
simultaneous vision or experience. This simultaneity may
seem to the finite consciousness tied to the moment-vision a
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magic of the Infinite, a magic of Maya. It is a diverse
presentation of concomitant aspects of the One Reality.

If there can be this simultaneous multiplicity of self-
presentation of one Reality, then there is no impossibility in
the co-existence of a Timeless Eternal and a Time Eternity. It
would be the same Eternity viewed by a dual self-awareness.
It would be a correlation of two powers of the self-awareness
of the infinite and eternal Reality. Their simultaneity, however
contradictory and difficult to reconcile it might seem to our
finite seeing, would be intrinsic and normal to the Maya.
Maya is the eternal self-knowledge and all knowledge of
Brahman. Maya is the eternal and infinite knowledge and
wisdom-power of the Ishwara. Maya is the consciousness-
force of the self-existent Sachchidananda.

(End)
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Prayers and Meditations of The Mother

November 26, 1912

What a hymn of thanksgiving should I not be raising at
each moment unto Thee! Everywhere and in everything
around me Thou revealest Thyself and in me Thy Will and
Consciousness express themselves always more and more
clearly even to the point of my having almost entirely lost
the gross illusion of “me” and “mine”. If a few shadows, a
few flaws can be seen in the great Light which manifests
Thee, how shall they bear for long the marvellous brightness
of Thy resplendent Love? This morning, the consciousness
that | had of the way Thou art fashioning this being which
was “I” can be roughly represented by a great diamond cut
with regular geometrical facets, a diamond in its cohesion,
firmness, pure limpidity, transparency, but a brilliant and
radiant flame in its intense ever-progressive life. But it was
something more, something better than all that, for nearly
all sensation inner and outer was exceeded and that image
only presented itself to my mind as | returned to conscious
contact with the outer world.

oflaflsdr s malwirssr Guimi, 960l HpalwirsrTai’ L_Tsb
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It is Thou that makest the experience fertile, Thou who
renderest life progressive, Thou who compellest the
darkness to vanish in an instant before the Light, Thou who
givest to Love all its power, Thou who everywhere raisest
up matter in this ardent and wonderful aspiration, in this
sublime thirst for Eternity.

Thou everywhere and always; nothing but Thou in the
essence and in the manifestation.

O Shadow and Illusion, dissolve! O Suffering, fade and
disappear! Lord Supreme, art Thou not there?

(continued - 3)
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The Life Divine — Outline
(Qeetim Qsflett Qgrit&s)
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